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THE

PREFACE.

HE Celebrating the
: Praifes of the Dead,

is an Argument fo worn
out by long and frequent ufe 5
and now become [o naufeous, by
the flattery that ufually attends
it, that it is no wonder if Funeral
Orations, or Panegiricks, are more
confidered for the Elegancy of
Style, and ﬁnene[s of Wit, than

for the Authority they carry with

them as to the truth of matters
of Fafl. And yet I am not here-
by deterred from medling with
this kind of Argument, nor from

A 3 handling
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The Preface.

handling it with all the plainnels
I can: delivering only what 1
my [elf heard and [aw, without
any borrowed Ornament. I do
“eafily forefee how many will b.e
engaged for the [ypport of their
Impious Maxims and Immoral
Praétices, to difparage what I
am towrite.  Others will cenfure
it, becaufe it comes from one of
my Profe(fion, too many [uppofing
ws to be induced , to frame fuch
Difcowrfes for carrying on what
they are pleafed to call Our
Trade. Some will think Idrefs
itup too artificially, and others,
that I prefent it too plain and
naked.

" But being refolved. to govern
my felf by the exall Rules of
Truth'y Ifball be lefs concerned
in the Cenfures 1 may fall under.
It may feem liable to great Ex-
I ception,

-

‘=

The Preface.”

ception, that I fbould difclofe o
many things, that were difcove-
red to me, if not under the Seal
of Confeffion, yet under the con-
fidence of Friend/bip s But this
Noble Lord himfelf not only re-
leafed me from all obligation of
this kind, when I waited on him
in his laft Sicknefs, a few days
before he died, but gave it me ir
Charge not to [pare him in any
thing which I thought might be
of ufe to the Living 5 and was
not ill pleafed to be laid open,
as well in the worft as in the beft
and laft part of his life, being
o fincere in bis Repentance, that
he was not unwilling to take
Sbame to bimfelf , by [uffering
his Faults to be expofed for the
benefir of others.

4 4 Iwrite
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'The Preface.

1 write with one great difad-
wantage , that I cannot reach his
chief Defign, without mentioning
fome of bis Faults: But { have
rouched them as tenderly as the
Occafion would bear: and 1 am
fure with much more [oftnefs than
he defired 5 or would have con-
fented unto, bad I told binm how
[ intended to manage this part.
I hawe related nothing with per-
fanal refleclions on any others, con-
corned with him, wifbing rather
that they themfelves reflelting
on the fenfe he had of bis former
Diforders, may be thereby led to
forfake their own 5 than that they
fbould be any ways Reproach'd
by what I write: and therefore
though be ufed very few Referves
with me, as to his cowrfe of life,
mofl parts of it

nothing

fince others bad a fbare in !
I fhall relate |

4
N

The Preface.

nothing but what more imme-
diately concerned himfelf : and
Shall [ay no more of his faults, than
is neceffary to illuftrate his Repen-
tance,

The Occafion that led me into
fo. particlar a  knowledge of
him, was an intimation given me
by a Gentleman of bhis acquain-

- tance, of his defire to fee me,

This was fometime in O&ober,
1679. when he was [lowly reco-
vering out of a great Difeafe.
He bad underflood that I often
attended on one well hnown to
bim, that died the Summer be-

fore; He was alfo then enter-

taining himfelf inthat low flate
of his health, with the firff part of
the Hiftory of the Reformation
then newly come out, with which
he feemed not ill pleafed : and

we had accidentally met in two
or

\ R



The Preface.
or three places fometime before.

Thefe were the Motives that led
him to call for my Company.  Af-
ter I had waited on bim once or
twice, he grew into that freedom
witl, me, asto open to me all his
thoughts , both of Religion and
Morality : and to give me a full
view of his paft life: and feemed
not uneafic at my frequent Vifits.
So till he went from Landon,
which was in the beginning of
Aprit, I waited on him often.
As foon as I heard how ill he
was, and how much he was
touched with the fenfe of bis for=
mer life , I writ to bim , and
received from him an Anfwer ,
that, without my knowledge, was
printed fince bis Deaths from
a Copy which one of his Servants
conveyed 1o the Prefle.  In it
there is [o undeferved a Value

| put

The Preface.

put.on me, that it had been very
indecent for me to have pub-
lifbt it : Yet that muft be at~
tributed to his Civility and way
of breeding : and indeed he
was particularly known to fo few
of the Clergy, that the good
Opinion he had of me, is to be
imputed only to bis unacquain-

- tance with others.

My end of Writing is fo to
difcharge the laff Commands
this Lord left on me , as that
it may be effeltual to awaken
thole who run on to all the ex-
ceffes of Riot; and that in the
midft of thofe heats, which their
Lufis and Paffions raife inthem,
they may be a little wrought on
by fo great an Inflance , of One
who had run round the whole
Circle of Luxury 5 and" as So-

lomon




The Preface.

lomon fays of himfelf, What-

focver his Eyes defired, he

kept it not from them; and

withheld his Heart from no

Joy. But when be looked back,
on all that on which he bad
wafted his Time and Strength,
be efteemed it Vanity and
Vexation of Spirit: though he
had both as much natural Wit,
and as much acquired by Learn-
ing, and both as much improved
with thinking and fludy, as per=
haps any Libertine of the Age.
Tet when he refleCted on all his
former Cowrfes , cven before his
Mind was illuminated with
better thoughts, be counted them
maduefs and folly. But when
the Powers of Religion came to
operate on him, then he added

a deteflation to the C om‘em})t
he

The Preface.

be formerly had of them , fuit-
able to what became a [incere
Penitent, and expreffed himfelf
in fo clear and fo calm a man-
ner, fo fenfible of his Failings
towards  his Maker and bis
Redeemer , that as it wrought
not a little on thofe that were
about him 5 So, I hope, the
making it Publick may have a
more general Influence , chiefly
on thofe on whom bhis former
Converfation might have bad ill
Effelis.

I have endeavoured to give
his Charaller as fully as I could
take it : for I who faw him only
in one light, in a [edate and
quict temper, when he was wn-
der a great decay of Strength
and bofs of Spirits, cannot give
his Pilture with that life and

arlvantage




The Preface.
advantage that others may, whb
knew him when bhis Parts were
more bright and lively: Yet the
Compofure he was then in, may
perbaps be [uppofed to ballance
any abatement of his ufual Vis
gour which the declination of
bis Health brought him under.
I have written this Difconrfe
with as much Care, and have
confidered it as narrowly as I
could. I am fure I have f(aid
nothing but Truth 5 I have done i
Sflowly, and often ufed my fecond
thoughts in it, not being fo much
concerned in_the Cenfures might
fall on my felf, as Cautious that
nothing fbould pafs, that might
obfbruct my only defign of writing,
which is the doing what I can
towards the reforming a loofe and
lewd Age.  And if [uch a Signal

Inflance

|

The Preface,

Inflance concurring with all the
Evidence that we bave for our
moft holy Faith, has no effet on
thofe who are running the [ame
Cowrfe, it is much to be feared
they are given up to a reprobate

fenfe.
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,." (/:rrr(rllté,) ' OF

~ Earl of Rochefter.

‘3 JO/m Wilmot Earl of Rochefler

was born in April, Anno

| Dom. 1648. his Father was
Henry Earl of Rochefler, but beft
known by the Title of the Lord
B Wilmot,
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Some Paflages of the Life

Wilmot , who bore fo great a
part in all the late Wars, that §
mention 1s often made of him}
i the Hiftory: And had the}
chicef fhare in the Honour of"
the prefervagion of his Ma-|]
jefty "that now Reigns, after|
Worcefler Fight, and the Con-|:
veymng him from Place to|
Place , ull he happily efcaped|!
mto France : But dying before|
thc King’s Return, he lefe hisl:
Son little other Inheritance,|
but the Honaypir and Tigle de-|
rived to him, with the preten-
fions fuch eminent Services|
gave him to the Kings favour :|:

Thefc were carcfully managed|
by the great prudence and dif- t
cretion of his Mother,a D_z,lugll- :
ter of that Nobleand ancientj
Yamuly of the St. Jobns of Wilt-j
Jhire, {o that his Education was |
carried

/j)

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

carried onin all things futably
to his Quality.

When hewas at School he
was an extraordinary Proficient
at his Book: and thofc fhining
parts which have ffhce appear-
cd with fo much luftre ; began
then to fhew themfelves: He

acquired the Lazin to fuch per-

{ fection, thae to his dying-day

he retained a grear rellith of the

( finenefs and Beauty of that

Tongue : and was ecxaétl
verfed in the incomparable

¢ Authors that writ about Ax-

guflus’'s time, whom he read
ofen with that peculiar delight
which the greatet Wits have

ever found 1n thofe Studies,
When he went to the Uni-
verfity the general Joy which
over-ran the whole Nation
upon his Majeftics Reftauration,
B2 but

3




Some JPaages of the Life
but was not regulated wich

that Sobricty and Temperance, §
chat became a ferious gratitude |
to God for {o great a Blefling, !
produced fome of it’s ill effects |
on him: H8began to love thefe |
diforders too much 5 His Tutor |:
and Pious |

was that Eminent
Divine Dr. Blanford, aftcrwards

promoted to the Secs of Oxford |

to the morc immediate care of |

Mr. Phineas Berry, a Fellow !
{ whom he thought he owed

of Wadham-Colledge, a very

learned and good natured man; |
. next after his Parents, for his
great Fideliey and Care of him,
warded him as became a greae |{ while he was under his truft,
But the humour of that |{ But no part of ic affected him
time wrought fo much on him, |

that he broke off the Courfe of §

whom he afeerwards cver ufed
with much refpect, and re-

main.

his Studics; to which no means
could

ant Death of John ¢&, of Rochefter,

could ever cffe¢tually recall
him; wll when he was in Iraly
his Governor Dr. Balfour a

{ learncd and worthy man, now
1 a Cclebrated Phyfitian in Scor-

land his Naave Country ; drew
him to read fuch Books, as were
moft likely to bring him back
to love Learning and Study:

-and he often acknowledged to

and Worcefler : And under his |{ me, in particular threc days be-

Infpection, he was commutted |

forc his Death, how much he
was obliged to Love and Ho-
nour this his Governour, to

more than to all the World,

morc fenfibly, than that heen-
aged him by many tricks (fo
,lgjc exprefled 1) to delight in

B 3 Books
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Some Paflages of the Life = -

Books and reading ; So that
ever afcer he took occafion: in
the Intervals of thofe woful
Extravagancics that confumed
moft of his time to read much::
and thongh the time was genc-

ed, for the choice of the Sub-
jcc&ts of his Studies wasnot al-

with thefc fits of ftudy , had
much awakencd lis Under-
ftanding, and. prepared him-for
better chings, when his mind
fhould be fo far changed as to
rellith them.

He camc from his Travels in
the 18th Year of his Age, and
appcarcd at Court with as. great
Advantages as moft cver had.

fhaped  Perfon, tall and well!
| o madc,

P

| o Deathy of John ¢, of Rochefter.
{ made, if not alitcle too flender :

[/

i

He was cxactly well bred, and
what by a modeft behaviour

4 natural to him, what by a Civi-
{ lity become almoftas nataral,his

S { Converfation was cafic and ob-
rally but mdifferently employ- |

liging. He had a ftrange Vi-

1 vacity of thought,and vigour of
, { expreflion: His Wit had a fub-
ways good , yet the habitwal f ity and fublimity both, chac
Love of Knowlcedge together |

wete fcarce imitable. His Style

| was clear and ftrong: When
{ he ufed Figares they wete very
i lively, and yet far enough out
| of the Common Road : he had
! made himfclf Mafter of the

Ancient and Modern Wi, .and

1 of the Modern French and

Iralian as well as the Englifh.
He loved to talk and write of

| Speculative Matters, and did ic

He was a Graceful and. well & vith fo finca thread, that even

thofc who hated the Subjects
o B 4 thac

7




Some Paffages of the Life anm Death of John &, of Roghefter. ¢

that his Fancy ran upon, yet § nefs to hazard his lifc in the

could not butbe charmed with {{ Defence and Scrvice of his

his way of treating of them. [i Country. In Winter 1665. he

Boileay among the French, and | went with the Earl of Sandwich

Cowleyamong the £nglifb Wits, [{ to Sea, when he was fent to

were thofc he admired moft. j lic for the Dutch Eaft-India
;

Sometimesother mensthoughts || Fleer ; and was in the Revenge,
mixed with his Compofures, || Commanded by Sir 7homas
but that flowed rather from the |} Ziddiman , when the Atcack

Impreflions they made on him
when he read them, by which
they came to return upon him
as his own thoughts; than that
he fervilely copied from any.
For few men ever had a bolder
flight of fancy, more fteddily
igoverned by Judgment than he
1ad."No wonder a young man
fo made, and fo improved was

very acceptable ina Court,
Soon after his coming thither
he laid hold on the firtOccafion
that offered to thew his readi-
nefy

: was made on the Port of Bergen
' in Norway, the Dutch Ships ha-
/ ving got into that Porr. It
- was as defperate an Attempt as
‘ever was made: during the
- whole Aétion, the Earl of Ro-
. chefter fhewed as brave and as
i refolute a Courage as was pofli-
! ble: A Perfon of Honour told
1 mc he heard the Lord Clifford,
+ who was in the fame Shup, often
1 magnific his Courage at that
| ume very lughly.
| the Rigours of the Scafon, the

Nor did
hard-




! any Death of fohn &, oF Rockicfer. 11
4 Captami This Lord offered
| himfelf to the Service; and
1t wentin a little Boat, through
¢ all the fhot , and: delivered his
| Mcffage, and' returned back to
went to Sca again, Without § Sir Er/mra’: Whi@lT was l]’l‘HG:h
Con]n]unicating his dcﬁgn to : COlnlnCndCd by all that faw 1t.

i He thoughe 1t ncceffary to be-

his neareft Relations.  He went |§ F1€ thought 1 !
aboard the Ship Commanded |} gin his lite with thefe Demon-
| ftrations of his Courage i an

by Siv Edward Spragge the day | 1t _

before the great Sca-fight of '; Element and way of fighting,
that Year: Almoftall the Vo- | Which is acknowledged'to be
lunteers that were in the fame

Sotte 1Pafluges of thellffe

hardnefs of the Voyage, and
the extream danger he had been
in, deter him from running the
like on the very next Occafion;;
For the Summer following he

i the greateft trial of clear and

Ship were killed. Mr. Middleton
(brother to Siv Hugh Middleron)
was fhot 1 hisArms. During
the Action, Sit Edward Spragge
not being fatisfied with the be-
haviour of onc of the Captains,
could not eafily find a Perfon
that would chearfully venture
through fo much danger, to

carry his Commands to that |
Captain

4 hated nothing more. '
1 ing into Company that Joved
1 thefe Excefles, hewas, though
1 not without difficulty, and by
 many fteps, broughe back toit

! undaunted Valour.

1 He had fo entrely laid down:
tthe  Intemperance  that was
{ growing on him before his Tra-
jvels, that at his Rewurn hie

Buc fall- .

agaln,
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@ome Paffages of the Life

again. e n
of his fancy, being inflamed by

gantly pleafant;that many to be
more diverted by that humor,
ftudied to engage him decper

and deeper In Intemperance: i
which at length did fo entirely |1 p

fubduc him ; that, as he rold

me, for five years together he |.
was continually Drunk : notall !
the while under the vifible ef- 1

4 1n hazard of his life.

33
¥

feét of it, but his blood wasfo
inflamed, that he was not 1n
all that time cool enough to be
perfectly Mafter of  himflf.
This led him to fay and do
many wild and unaccountable
things: By this, he faid, he had
broke the firm confhicution

of his Health, that fecemed fo

ftrong, that nothing was too
hard for it 5 and he had fuffered

fQ

And the natural heat ~

Wine , made him fo extrava- ' it.

I

1 ; 11
g ing heighten’d by that heat car-

ann Death of Jobn &, of Rochefter. 13

fo much in his Reputation, that
he almoft difpaired to recover
There were two Principles
. in his natural temper, that be-
; ried him to great excefles: a vi-

olent love of Pleafurc,anda dif-
| pofition to cxtravagant Mirth.
1 The one involved him ingreac
fenfuality : the other led himto
many odd Adventurcs and
Frollicks, in which he was oft
The one
being the fame irregular appe-
tite in his Mind, thacthe other
was 1n_his Body, which made
him think nothing diverting

4 chat was not extravagant. And
4 though in cold blood he was
1 a gencrous and good natured
1 man, yet he would go far in
his heats, after any thing that
4 might turn to a Jeft or matter

of




anu Death of John &, of Rochefter. 15

equally pleafant to him; he
had often fad Intervals and fe-

Some Paffages of the Life

of Diverfion: He faid to me, §
He never improved his Intereft {] .
at Court, to do a Pr(:mcditatc {f' Vere RCHC&IOHS on thCﬂl: and
Mifchief to other perfons.  Yet |

though then he had not thefe
he laid out his Wit very frcg:lﬁ '; awakened in him from any
in Libels and Satyrs, in whic

- deep Principle of Religion, yet

he had a peculiar Talent of mix- |}
ing his Wit with his Malice, |

and fitting both with fuch apt |;

words, that Menwere tempted | teceive fome il Principles,

to be pleafed with them: from which others endeavoured to

4 poflefs him with; o that he

thence his Compofures came to -
"1 was too foon brought to fet

be caflly known, for few had

fucha way of tempering thefc

thor.

the horrour that Nature raifed
in him, efpecially in fome Sick-
neffes, made him too eafie to

1 himfelf tog fecure, and forufic

together as he had; So that|’ his Mind againft that, by dif

when any thing extraordinary | | Eoffcﬂing it all he could of the

that way came out, as a Child |,
1s fathered {fomctimes by s Re- [§ 1 . ,
femblance, fo wasit laid ac his i his wmpcr, ,Wlth thq brisknefs
Door as its Parent and Au-1] ©f his Wit, difpofed him to love

 the Converfation of thofc who

Thefc Exercifesin the courfe i divided their

of his hfe were not always |}
equally

clief or apprehenfions of Re-
ligion. The Licentioufnefs of

eir time between
lewd A&ions and irregular
Mirth.
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Some Patlages of the Life
Mirth.

Principles both n himfclf and |
others.

Anaccident fell out after ths,
which confirmed him more in
thefe Courfes : when he went
to Sca inthe Year 1665, there
happened to be in the fame
Ship with him Mr. Mountague
and another Gentleman of
Quality, thefctwo, the former
efpecially,, feemed perfwaded
that they fhould never return
into England. My, Mountague
faid, He was furc of it: the

And fo he came to j
bend his Wit, and direét his Jappear, and give the other no-
Studies and Endeavours to fup-

port and ftrengthen thefe 1ll |

i and Death of John &, of Rochefter.
cither of them died, he fhould

1tice of the future State, if there

4 was any.  But Mr. Mountague

jwould not enter into the Bond.
{When the day came that they
é thought to have taken the
! Dutch-Fleer 1n the Port of Ber-
tgen.  Mr. Mountague though

1 he had fuch a ftrong Prefage 1n

{his Mind of his approaching

pideach, yeo he generoufly fraid
dall the while in the place of

igreatelt danger @ The other
i Gentleman fignalized his Cou-
{rage in a moft undaunted man-
dner, ull ncar the end of the
;iA&iom when he fcdl on a

other was not fo pofitive. The
Farl of Rochefter, and the laft
of thefe, entred nto a formal
Engagement, not without Ce-
remonics of Religion, that if

cither

4fudden 1nto fuch a trembling
i that he could fearce ftand: and
0 Mr. Mountague going to him
1o hold him up, as they were
10 cach others Arms, a Can-

C non

17




Some Paffages of theLife @ and Death of John &, of Rochelter. g4
non Ball killed him outright, ‘ but as the Suprcam Power
and carried away Mr. Moun-4 fhould order them: and thac
tague’s Belly, fo that he diced ! onc who had fo corrupeed the
within an hour after. 'The . Natural Principles of Truth, as
Farl of Rochefler told me that - he had, had no reafon to expect
chefe prefages they hadin their. ; that fuch an exeraordinary thing
minds made fome impreffion ! fhould be done for his Con-
on him, that there were fepa . viction.
rated Beings : and that the Soul He told me of another odd
cither by a natural fagacity, or ¢ Prefage that one had of his ap-

fome foeret Notice communi-  proaching Deach 1 the Lady
cated to it, had afort of Divi- i Warre, his Mother in Laws
nation : But that Gentlemans jhoufe : The Chaplain  had
never appearing was a great jdream’c thac fuch a day he
foare to him, during the reft ithould die, but being by all the
of his life. Though when he Family put outof the belicf of
cold me this, he could not but. {16, he had almott forgot ic: till
acknowledge, 1t wasan unrea: jthe Evening before ac Supper,
fonable thing for him, to tl'lil]kféthcrc being Thirceen ac Fable ;
thac Beings in another Stat jaccording to a fond congeit
were not under fuch Lawsandidthat onc of thefe muft foon
Limits, that they could notfdic, One of the young Ladics
command their own motions, POlﬂth to lum, that he was to

but C 2 diCJ
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Some Paffages of the Life

dic. He remembring his Dream!y
fell into fome diforder, and the!!
Lady Warre reproving him for'!
his Supertticion, he fud, He was, |
confident e was to die before!
Morning, but he being in per-
fect healch, it was not much
minded. It was  Satwrday-i’
Night, and he was to Preach::

nexe  day.

Chamber and fate up late, as
appearcd by the burning of his

Candle, and he had been pre-
paring his Notes for his Ser-F:
mon, but was found dead i his

Bed ¢he nexe Morning: Thefe !

things he faid made him -
. : . ‘ ‘.z
clined to believe, the Soul was i

a fubftance diftinct from mate
ter: and this often returned m- Lf
to his thoughts. But that which
perfected his perfafion about
it, was, that i the Sicknefs §

3

which §

¥

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter.

{ which brought him fo ncar

death beforel firft knew him,

' when his Spirits were {o low
" and fpent, thac he could not

move nor fhr, and he did not
think to live an hour 5 He fad,

His Rcafon and Judgment werce.

{o clear and ftrong, that from

He wene to his 1 thence hewas fully perfwaded
: that Death was not the fpend-

ing or diffolution of the Soul 5

i but only the feparation of it

from matter. He had in that
Sicknefs great Remorfes for his
paft Lifc, but he afterwards
told me, They were rather
general and dark Horrours,than
any Conviétions of {inning
againft God.  He was forry he
had lived fo as to waft his

d {trength fo foon, or that he had
| brought fuchan ill name upon

himfclf, and had an Agony 1n
C 3 his
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Some Paflages of the Life

his Mind about 1t, which he
knew not well how to exprefs:
But at {uch times, though he
complicd with lis Friends in
{uffering Divines to be fent for,
he fad, He had no greatr mind
to 1t : and chac 1c was but a picce
of lisbreeding, to defire them
to pray by him, in which he
joyned lictle lumifely.

Asto the Suprcam Being, he
had always fome Imprefiion of
onc : and profeffed often to
me, That he hiad never known
an cntire Atheifl, who fully be-
tieved chere was no God.  Yet
when he explained his Notion
of this Being, it amounted ta
no more than a valt power,
that had nonc of the Aceributes
of Goodnefs or Juftice, we
afcribe to the Deity @ Thefe
vere his thoughts about Reli-

glon,

(3
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gion, as himfclf told me. For
Morality, he freely own'd to
me, that though he talked of
it, as a finc thing, yet this was
only becaufe he thoughe 1t a
decent way of fpeaking , and
that as they wene always in
Cloaths, though in their Frol-
licks they would have chofen
fomctimes to have gone naked,
if they had not feared the peo-
ple : So though fome of tLem
found it neceffary for humane
lifc to talk of Morality, yct he
confefled they cared not for it
further then the reputation of
it was neceflary for their credit,
and affairs: of which he gave
me many Inflances, as their
profefling and fwcaring Friend-
fhip, where they hated mortal-
ly 5 their Oathis and Imprecati-

23

ons in their Addrefles o Wo-
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men, which they ntended ne-
ver to make good 3 the pleafure
they took m defaming mnocent
Perfons, and fpreading falfe
Reports of fome, perhaps m
Revenge, becaufe chey could
not cngage them to comply
wich cheir 11l Defigiis: The de-
light they had 1 making peo-
ple quarrel; cheir unjult ufage
of their Creditors, and putting
them oft by any deccittul Pro-
mife they could mvent, thae
might deliver them from pre-
{fent Importumty.  So that in
deteftation of theft Courfes he
would often break forth into
fuch hard Expreflions concern-
g limfelt as would be inde-
cent for another to repeat.

Such had been his Principles
and Practices n a Courfe of

many years which had almoft

quite

anu Death of John ¢, of Rochefter.

quite cxtinguifh’t the natural
Propenfitics in - him to Juftice
and Vertue: He would often
go nto the Country, and be
for fome months wholly im-
ployedin Study, or the Sallies
of his Wic: Which he came
to direct chiefly to Satyre. And
this he often defended to me;
by faying there were fome peo-
ple that could not be kept in
Order, or admonithed but in

- this way. 1 replied, That it

might be granted that a grave

- way of Saryre was fometimcs
- no mprofitable way of Re-

proof. Yet they who ufed ic

" only out of fpitc, and mixced

Lyes with Truth, fparing no-
thing that might adorn their
Poems , or graufic their Re-
venge, could not excuft that
way of Reproach, by Whifh

\ the
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the Innocent often {uffer : fince
the moft malicious things, if
witelly exprefled , mighe fick
to and blemifh the beft men
the World, and the malice of
a Libel could hardly confift
with the Chariey of an Admo-
nition.  To this he an(wcrg:d,
A man could not write wich
lite, unlefs he were heated by
Revenge: For to makea Satyre
without Refentments, upon the
cold Notions of Phylofophy, was
as if 2 man would in cold blood,
cut mens throats who had never
offended him: And he fad,
The lyes 1n thefe Libels came
often 1 as  Ornaments that
could not be fpared without
fpoiling the beauty of the

Poent.
For his other Studics , they
were divided between the Co-
mical

any Death of Jobn ¢, of Rochefter. .,

mical and witty Writings of
the Ancients and Moderns, the
Roman Authors, and Books of
Phyfick: which the ill ftate of
health he was fallen into,
made more neceflary to him-
felt: and which qualifid him
for an odd adventure, which I
fhall but juft mention. Being
under an unlucky Accident,
which obliged him to keep out
of the way 5 He difguifed him-
{clf, fo that s ncarelt Friends
could not have known him, and
fct up in Zower-fiveet for an Ira-
lian Mountebank , where he kad:
aStage—amt prachicd Phyfick
for fome Weceks not without
fuccefs.  In his later years, he
rcad Books of Hiftory more.
He took pleafurc to difguife
himfclf, as a Porter, or as a
Beggar 5 fometmes to follow

{fomg¢
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{fomec mecan Amours, which, for
¢he varicty of them, heaffected s
At other times, meerly for di-
verfion, he would go about 1n
odd fhapes, in which he acted
his pare fo nacurally, that cven
thofc who were on the fecrct,
and faw him n thefe fhapces,
could perceive  nothing by
which he might be difcove-
red.

I have now made the De-
fcripion of his former Lifc,
and Principles, as fully as I
thought ncceffary , to anfwer
my End in Wriang: And yce
with thoft referves, thatl hope
I have given no juft caufe of

offence to any. 1 have faid
nothing but whae T had from
his own mouth, and have
avoided the mentioning of “ the
more particular Paflages of'l his

Ifc,

P

o
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life, of which he told me not a
few: But fince others werc
concerned in them, whofe
good only T defign, Twill fay
nothing that may cither pro-
voke or blemifh them. It s
their Reformation, and not
their Difgrace, 1 defire: This
tender confideration of others
has made me {upprefs many
remarkable and ufeful chings,
he told me: But finding that
though I fhould name nonc,
yet I muft atleaft Relate fuch
Circumftances, as would give -
too great Occafion for the
Reader to conjecturce concern=
ing the Perfons ntended, righe
or wrong, cithcr of which
were Inconvenient cnough , I
have chofen to pafs them quite
over. But I hope thofe that

know how much they were
cngaged
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cengaged with him in his il |
fomewhat §

touched with this tendernefs I

Courfes, will be

exprefs towards them: and be
thereby the racher induced to
reflect on their Ways, and to

confider without prejudice or |

paffion what fenfe this Noble
Lord had of their cafe, when he
came at laft ferioufly to reflect
upon his own.

Inow turnto thofc parts of

this Narrative, wherein T m
{elf bore fome fhare, and whicf;
Iam to deliver upon the Ob-
{ervations I made, after a long
and frec Converfation with

him for fomemonths. I was
not long n his Company, when
he told me, He thould treac
mec with more freedom than
he had ever ufed to menof my
Profcflion. He would Coni

cea

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 33

ceal nonc of his Principles from
me, but lay lus thoughts open
without any Difguifc; nor
would he do it to maintain
Dcbatc, or fhew his Wi, but
plainly tell me what ftuck with
him 5 and protefted to me, That
he was not {o engaged to his
old Maxims, as to refolve not
to change, but that if he could
be convinc'd, he would choofe
rather to be of another mind
He faid, He would impartially
Weigh what I thould lay before
him, and tell me freely when
it did convince him, andwhen
it did not. He exprefled this
difpofition of mind to me mna
manncr {o frank, that I could
not but believe him, and be
much taken wich his way of
Difcourfe: So we entred mto
aJmott all che parts of Nacural

and
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and Revealed Religion, and of }

Morality.  He feemed pleafed,
and 1n a great meafure fatisfied,
with what T faid upon many of
thefe Heads: And though our
frectt Converfation was when
wewere alone, yet upon feve-
ral Occafions, other  perfons
were Wienefles to 1ir. T under-

ftood from many hands that
my Company was not diftaftful
to him, and that the Subjeéts

about which we talked moft
were not unacceptable : and he
exprefled himfelf ofeen, not ill
pleafed wich many things I faid
to him, and partcularly when I
vifited him in his laft Sicknefs,
{o that 1 hope 1t may not be al-
together unproficable to publith
the fubftance of thofe matters
about which We argued fo
trecly, wich our reafoning upon

' them

and iDeat&M ¢, of Rochefter.

them: And perhaps what had
fome cffects on him, may be
not altogether meffectual upon
others. I followed him with

- fuch Arguments as I faw were
- motft Iikcly to prevail with him:
. and my not urging other Rea-
| fons, proceeded not from

' diftruft Thad of their force,
| from the ncceflity of ufing
thofc that were moft proper
- for lum. '
| ftate of health, and feemed to
- be flowly recovering of a greac
- Difeafe : He was 1n the Milk-
' Dict, and apt to fall into Hecti-
' cal-Fits; any accdent weak-

lel.y

SUE

He was thenin a low

cned him; fo that he thought
he could not live long; And

- when he went from London, he

- faid, He believed he  fhould

never come to Town more.
Yet during his being in Town
D he
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he was fo well, that he went §
often abroad , and had greac |

Vivacity of Spirit.  So that he

was under no fuch decay, as|;

cither darkened or  weakened
his Underftanding ; Nor was
he any way troubled wich the
Spleen , or Vapours, or under
the power of Mclancholy.
What he was then, compared

to what he had been formerly, |

I could not fo well judge, who

had feen him but ewice before. |
Others have told me they per- |;
ceived no difference in his parts. |
This T mention more particu- |
larly , that it may not be ||
thought that Melancholy , or |;
the want of Spirits, made him |

more nclined to receive any

Impreflions: for mndeed I never |
difcovered any fuch thing in

him.

Having |
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Having thus opened the way

to the Heads of our Difcourfe, T
fhall next mention them. The
three chief things We talked
about, were Morality, Natural
Religion and Revealed Religion,
Chriftianity n particular. For
Morality, he confefled, He faw
the neceflity of it, both for the
Government of the World,
and for the prefervation of
Health , Life and Friendfhip :
and was very muchathamed of
his former Practices, rather be-
caufe he had made himfelf a
Beaft, and had brought pain
and ficknefs on his Body, and
had fuffered much in his Re-
putacion, than from any deep
fenfe of a Supream being, ot
another State: But fo far this
went with him, that he refolved
firmly to change the Courfc of
D 2 his
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his Lifc; which he thought he
hould effect by the ftudy of
Philofophy, and had not a few
no lefs folid than pleafant Not-
ons concerning the folly and
madnefs of Vice: but he con-
feled he had no remotfetor his
pait Actions, as Oftences againdt
God , but only as Injurics to
himfelf and to Mankind,

Upon this Subject I fhewed
him the Defeéts of Philofophy,
for reforming the World : That
itwasa matter of -Speculation,
which but few cither had the
leifure, or the capacity to e
quire into. But the Principle
that muft reform Mankind ,
muftbe obvious to every Mans
Underftanding.  That Philofo-
phy in mateers of Moraliey, be-
yvond the great lines of our
Duty, had no very certain fixed

‘ Rule,

0
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Rule, but in the leffer Offices
and Inftances of our Duty
went much by the Fancies of
Men, and Cuftoms of Nations s
and confequently  could not
have Authority cnough to bear
down the Propenfities of Na-
ture, Appette or Paflion : For
which I inftanced in thefe two
Pomts's The One was, About
that Maxim of the Stoicks, to
extirpate all fort of Paffion and
concernfor any thing. That,
take 1t by ane hand, feemed
defireable , becaufe if it could
be accomplifh’d, it would make
all the accidents of life cafic;
butI thinkitcannot,becaufc Na-
turcafter all our ftrivingagaintt

e, will (il return to it feIf:
- Yect onthe other hand it diffol-
| ved the Bonds of Nature and

Friendfhip , and flackened In-
D 3 duftry
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duftry which will move but
dully, without an inward heat:
And if it dclivered aman from
many Troubles, it deprived him
of the chief pleafures of Life,
which rife from Friendfhip.
The other was concerning the
veftrait of pleafure, how far
thatwasto go.  Upon this he
told me the two Maxims of his
Morality then were, that he
{hould do nothing to the hurt
of any other, or that might

rejuclice his own health: And
}’m thought that all pleafure,
when it did not interfere with
thefe, was to beindulged asthe
gratification of our - natural

Appeutes. It feemed unreafon-

ablc to imagine thefe were put
into a man only to be reftrain-
¢d, or curbed to fuch a narrow-
nefs: This he applied to the
B | free

¢

*
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free ufe of Wine and Wo-
men.

To this T anfwered, That if
Appetites  being Nacural, was
an Argument for the indul-
ging them, then the revenge-
tul mighe as well alledge it for
Murder, and the Covetous for
ftealing ; whofc Appetites arc
no lefs keen on thofe Objects s

~and yet it 1sacknowledg’d chat
- thefe Appetites ought to be
~curb’d.
~urged from the Injury thac

If the difference-is

another Perfon receives, the In-
jury 1s as great, if a Mans Wife
isdefiled, or his Daughter cor-
rupted : and 1¢ 1s impoflible for
a man to let his Appetites loofe
to Vagrant Lufts, and not to

- tranfgrefs 1n thefe particulars:

. So there was no. curing the
O

| Diforders, that muft rife from

§

D 4 thence,
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thence, but by regulating thefc
Appetites: And why fhould we
not as well chink that God 1n-
tended our bruifh and fenfual
Appetites fhould  be governed
by our Reafon,as that the fierce-
nefsof Beafts fhould be managed
and tamed, by the Wifdom,
and for the ufe of Man # So that
it is no rcal abfurdity to grant
that Appetites were put mto
Mecn, on purpofc to cxercifc

cheir Reafon m the Reftraint

and  Government  of them:
which to beable to do, Mini-
fters a higher and morc latting
pleafurc t a Man, than to
give chem cheir full feope and
rangc.
Philsfophy be obferved, fuch as
the avoiding thofe Objects that
ftic Paffion ; Nothing raifcs
hicher Paflions  than ungo-
a ' ~ vern'd

<

Andif other Rules of

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter.

vern'd Luft, nothing darkens
the Underftanding, and depref-
{cs a mans mind more, nor is
any thing managed with morc
frequent Returns of other Im-
moralitics, fuch as Oachs and
Imprecations which are only
mtended to compafs what 1s
defired : The expence that is
neceflary to maintain thefc Ir-
regularitics makesa man falfe
in hus other dealings.  All this
he frecly confefled was true,
Upon which Turged, thatif it

avas reafonable for a man to re-

gulacc s Appetice in things
which he knew were hurtful o
him ; Was it not as rcafonable
for God to prefcribe a Regula-
tng of thofc Appetites, whofc
unreftramed Courfe did pro-
duce fuch mifchievous cffects.
That it could not be denied,

but
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but doing to others what we
would have others do unto us,
was a juft Rule: Thofe men
then that knew how extrcam
fenfible they themfelves would
be of the difhonour of their
Familics i the cafc of therr
Wives or Daughters, muft
needs condemn themfclves, for
doing that which they could
not bear from another: And if
the peace of Mankind, and the
entire fatisfaction of our whole
life, ought to be one of the
chief meafures of our Actions,
then lec all the World judge,
Whether a Man that confines
his Appetite,and lives contented
at home, 1s not much happier,
than thofe that lee thewr Defires
run after forbiddenObjects. The
thing being granted to be bet-
cer it felf, than the queftion

falls

(3

| Point were plain; Yet there is

and Death of John &, of Rochelter.
falls between the reftraint of

| Appetice 1 fome Inftances ,

and the frcedom of a mans

' thoughts, the foundnefs of his
- healch, s application to Af-
+ fairs, with the cafinefs of his

whole life.  Whether the one

15 not to be donc before the
~other? As to the difficulty of
- fuch a reftraint, though it is not

cafic to be done, when a man
allows himfelf many liberties ,

- mwlich it 1s not poflible to ftop;
- Yet thofc who avoid the Occa-

fions that may kindle thefc im-
purc Flames, and keep them-
felves well employed, find the
Victory and Dominion over
them no fuch mpofiible, or
hard matter,as may feem at firft

' view.  So that though the Phi-
lofophy and  Morality of this

not
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not ﬁrcngth cnough in that

Appetice. Upon this Turged,that
Morality could not be a ftrong
thing, unlef a man were deter-
mined by a Law wichin himfelf:

for if e 'only meafured himfelf
by Decency, or the Laws of the
[and, this would tcach him
only to ufe fuch cautionin his
ill Tractices, that they fhould
not break out too vifibly : buc

would never carry lum to an
inward and univerfal probity:
That Veéreue was of fo compli-
cated a Nature, that unlefs a
man came entircly wichin 1t
difcipline, he could not adhere
ftedtaftly to any one Precept:
for Vices are often made ne-
cetfary fupports to onc another.
'That this cannot be done, cI-
ther fteddily, or with any fatif-
) - faction,

anu Death of John ¢, of Rochefter. 4_ é

| faction, unlefs the Mind does
Pl'il'lCiPlC to fubduc Natlll'c, and 1} inwal'_dly COl‘nply 'With, and dc-

¢ light in the Dictates of Virtue.

And that could not be effected,
except a mans naturc were in-

i ternally regenerated,and chang-
b ed by a higher Principle: Till
j that came about, corrupt Na-
| ture would be ftrong, and Phi-
| lofophy but feeble: cfpecially
{ when ¢ ftrugled with fuch Ap-
' petites or Paflionsas were much
kindled, or deeply rooted in
'+ the Confhitution of ones Body.
8 This, he faid, founded to lim
- like. Enthufiafme, or Canting :
He had no notion of it, and fo
b could not underftand ic: He

comprehended the Dictates of

| Reafon and Philofophy, in which

as the Mind became much con-

| verfane, there would foon fol-
| low as he belicved, a greater

cafinefs
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cafinefs in obcying its precepts :

I told him on’ the other hand, §
that all his Speculations of Phi- §

Inot fecrve him 1 |
(tcad, to the reformingof |
all he |

gpplicd himfelf to God for

It was

certain , that the Impreffions
made 1n his Rcafon_govcrncd

Jofophy woulc
any :
his Nature and Lifc,

mward  aflitances.

him, as they were livgly.
fented to him @ but thid@®

apt to {lip out of our Memory, |
and we fo apt'to turn our |
thoughts from them, and at | e % :
fome tumes the. contrary Im- | thofc bonds which formerly
preffions arc {o ftrong, that let | held them, fall oft.
aman fet upa rcafomng inhis |

Mind againft them, he finds |

that Celebrated faying of the
Poct,

3
|

|

V. 1';{60

)
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Video meliora probog; deteriava,-

Jequor.

I fee what is better and approve
it: but follow what is worfe.

to be all that Philofophy will
amount to. Whercas thofe
who ypon fuch Occafions ap-
ply thémfelves to God, by car-
neft Prayer , fecl a difengage-
ment from fuch Impreflions,
and themfelves endued witha
power to refift them.  So that

This he fad muft be che
effe¢t of a heat in Nature : it
was only the {trong diverfion

. of the thoughts, that gavc the

fceming Victory, and he did
not doubt but if one could turn

/ to

L]

?

‘ ) ‘.
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to a Problem in Euclid, or to
Write a Copy of Verfes, it
would have the fame effect. To
chis T anfwered, That it fuch
Methods did only divere the
choughts, there might be fome
force in what he faid: buc if
they not only drove out fuch
Inclinations, but begat Impref-
fions contrary to them, and
brought men into a new difpo-
fition and habit of mind 5 then
he muft confefs there was
fomewhat more than a diver-
fion, in thefc changes, which
were brought on our minds
by truc Devotion. 1 added,
chat Reaforn and  Experience
were the things that determi-
ned our perfwafions : that Ex-
pericnce without Reafon may
be thought the delufion ot our
Fancy, fo Reafon without Ex-

' pericace
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pericnee had not fo convincing
an Operation : But thefe two
meeting together, muft needs
give a manall the faustaction
he can defire. He could not
' fay, It was unrcafonable to be-
| licve that che Suprcam Being
might make fome thoughts ttir
mnour Minds with more or lefs
| force, asic pleafed @ Efpecially
b the force of thefe motions, be-
- ing, for moft part, according
to the Impreflion that was
| made on our Brams: which
' that power that  directed the
“whole framc of Nature, could
- make grow deeper as it pleafed.
It was alfo reafonable o fup-
- pofe God a Being of fuch good-
nefs thae he would give s
afliftance to fuch as defired 1e:
For though he nmiught upon

{fome greater Occafions m an

( 1 extra-
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extraordinary  manner
fomc peoples minds; Yet fince

he had endued Man with a fa-]

culty of Reafon, it is fir that
men fhould employ that, as far

as they could; and beg his)]
aflitancc: which certainly they|,

can do. All chis feemed rea-

fonable, and at leat probablef

Now good men who felt uponf

their frequent Applications to

Godm rraycr, afreedom from
l

thofe 1

nefs, an cafinefs and delight |

all the parts of Holinefs, which|’

was fed and cherifhed in them
by a ferioufnefs in Prayer, and
did languifh as that went off,
had as real a perception of an
mward ftrength 1n their Minds, |
that did rifc and fall with cruc}

3

|
turn

Impreffions, that for|,
metly fubdued them, aninward)
love to Vertue and true Good-|
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Devotion, as they perceived
the ftrength of ‘their Bodics
increafed or abated, according
as they had or wanted good
nourithment.

After many Difcourfes upon
this Subjeét, he ftill continued
to think all was the effe¢t of
Fancy : He faid, That he under-
ftood nothing of it, but ac-
knowledged that he thought
they were very happy whofc
Fancies were under the power
of fuch Impreflions; fince they
had fomewhat on which their
thoughts rcfted and centred:
But when I faw him in his laft
Sicknefs, he then told me, He
had another fenfe of what we
had talked concerning prayer
and mward affiftances.

This Subject led us to dif
courfe of God, and of the

(’ E 2 No-
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Notion of Religion n general. §
He believed  there was a Su- | _
1 fumptuous thing, and the heac

1 of fanciful men.
1 he believed there thould be no

pream Being: He could not
think the World wasmade by
chance, and che regular Courfe

of Naturc feemed to demon-
ftrate the Eternal Powerof its |
Author. This, he faid, he could |

never fhake off'; but when he

came to explan his Notion of || ¢
Priefts, to make the World be-

the Daty, he fud, He looked
on it asa vaft Power that
wrought cvery thing by the
neceflity of its Nature: and
thought that God had none of
thofec Affeétions of Love or
Hatred, which breed pertur-
bation m us, and by confe-
quence he could not fee that
there was to be cicher reward or
punifhment.  He thought our
Conceptions of God were fo

low, that we had better not

chigk |
\>
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think much of him: And to
love God feemed to him a pre-

Therefore

other Religious Worthip, but
a general Celebration of that
Being, in {fome fhore Hymn:
All the other parts of Worthip
he cfteemed the Inventions of

licve they had a Sccret of In-
cenfing and Appeafing God as
they pleafed. In a word, he
was ncither perfwaded thac
there was a fpecial Providence
about humanc Affairs; Nor
that Prayers were of much ufc,
fince that was to look on God
asa weak Being, that would be
overcome with Importunities.
And for the ftate after deach,
though he thought the Soul

E 3 did
(
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did not diffolve at death; Yet § time conceive him to be both

! Wifc and Good, as well as

. P : . 3 >
or Punifhments: the one he ° powerful,fince thefe all appear’d

thought too high for us toat- 1 equally in the Creation: though
1 his Wifdom and Goodnefs had
| ways of excrting themfelves,
| that were far beyond our Noti-

! onsor Meafures.

he doubted much of Rewards

tain, by our flight Scrvices s
and the other was too extream
to be inflicted for Sin.  This
was the fubftance of his Specu-
lations about God and Reli-
gion.

I told him his Notion of
God was fo low, that the Su-
pream Being feemed to be no-
thing but Nature.  For if that
being had no frcedom, nor
choicc of its own Actions, nor
operated by Wifdom or Good-
nefs , all thofe Reafons which
lcad him to acknowledge a God,
were contrary to this Conceit 5
for if the Order of the Univerfe

perfivaded him to think there |
wasa God, He muftat the fame ¥
fme |

y

ant Death of John &, of Rochefter.

If God was
Wife and Good, he would na-

' turally love,and be pleafed with

thofe that refembled him 1n
thefc Perfections, and dilike

| thofe that were oppofite to him.
| Every Rational Bang naturally

loves it felf, and is dclighted 1n
others like 1t felf, and is averfe
from what is not fo. Truthisa
Rational Natures acting in con-
formity to it felf i all things,
and Goodnefs 1s an Inclination

to promote the happinefs of
| other Beings: So Truth and

E 4 Good-

( .
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Goodnefs were the cffential per- |
fcctions of cvery reafonable
moft |;

Being , and  certainly
eminenely in the Deity : nor

does his Mercy or Love raifc |
Paflion or Perturbation in Himy |
! darknefs that muft follow that.
i Thefc feemed to be the natural

for we feel chat to be a weaknefs
mour fclves, which indeed on-

ly flows from our want of § ¢
:of life, aswell as the Effeéts of

power, or skill to do what we
wilh ordefire : It 1s alfo reafon-
able to Dbclieve God would
aflit the Endeavours of the
Good, with fome helps fuitable
to their Nature.  And chat it
could not be imagined, that
thofc who imitated him, fhould
not befpecally favoured by him:
and therefore fince this did not
appear in this State, 1t was moft
reafonable to think 1t thould be

ann Death of John ¢, of Rochefter.

fhall be an admuffion to a more
perfect State of Conformity to
God, with the felicity that fol-
lows 1t , and the Punmifhments
fhould be a total exclufion from
him, with all che horrour and

Refultsof fuch feveral Courfes

Divine Juftice, Rewarding or
punithing. For fince he be-

licved the Soul had a diftinék
| fubfiftance, feparated from the

Body 5 Upon its diffolution
there was no reafon to think 1t

| paffed into a State of uttex Ob-

livion, of what it had been 1n
formerly : but that as the re-
fle€tions on the good or evil it

‘ , { had donc, muft raife joy or
in another, where the Rewards |
R 1 or ill Difpofitions accompany-

hortour in it; So thofe good

ing
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Perfection, or fink to a more
depraved, and muferable State.

In this life variety of Affairs and

objects do much cool and di-
vere our Minds; and are on
the onc hand often great temp-
tations to the good, and give
the bad fomc cafe in their
trouble ; but ina State wherein
the Soul fhall be feparated from
fenfible things, and employed
in a more quick and fublime
way of Operation, this muft
very much exalt the Joys and
Improvements of the good,
and as much hcighten the hor-
rour and rage of the Wicked.
So that it feemed a vain thing
to pretend to believe a Supream

| anv Death of John &, of Rochefter.

|

as well as great, and not to §

think §

¥

ing the departed Souls, they | think- a diferimination will be

muft cicher rifc up to a higher §made between the Good and

Bad, which, it 1s manifeft, 1s not

{fully done in this life.

As for the Government of
the World, if We believe the
Suprcam Power madet, there
is no rcafon to think he does not
govern it : For all that we can

1 fancy againft ic,is the diftrattion

which that Infinite Variety of
Second Caufes, and the carc of
their Concernments, muft give

i to the firt, if it infpects themaall.

But as among mecn, thofc of

| weaker Capacitics are wholly

taken up with fome one thing,
whereas thofe of more enlarged
powers can, without diftraction,
have many things within their

| care, as the Eye can at onc view
Being, that 1s Wife and Good |

receive a great Varlety of Ob-
jects, in that narrow Compafs,

( without
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without confufion; So if we

ftanding to be as far above ours,
as his Power of creating and
framing the whole Univerfe, 1
abovc our limited activity 5 We
will no more think the Govern-
ment of the World a diftract-
on to him: and if we have

once overcome this prejudice, i

We fhall be ready to acknow-
ledge a Providence directing all
Affairs; a care well becoming
the Great Creator.

As for Worthipping Him, if
we 1magine Our Worthip is a
thing that adds to his happinefs,
or gives him fuch a fond Plea-
furc as weak people have to
hear themfelves commended ;
or that our repeated Addrefles
do overcome Him through our

mceer Imporeunity , We have '

, n; f cercainly
conceive the Divine Under- §

{ anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. 63

very  unworthy
thoughts of him. The true
lends of Worfhip come within
lanother confideration: which
gis this, A man Is never cmiljcly
[Reformed, all a new Principle
tgoverns his thoughts: Nothing
makes that Principle fo ftrong,
as deep and frequent Meditati-
lons of God; whofe Nature
%though it be far above our
:Comprchenfion, yet his Good-
| nefs and Wifdom are fuch Per-
HfeCtions as fall within our Ima-
' gination: And he that chinks of-
|ten of God,and confiders him as
{soverning the World, and as
{cver obferving all his Actions,
will feel a very fenfible effect
of fuch Meditations , as they
| grow more lively and frequent
{with him ; fo the end of Re-

ligious Worfhip either publick

( or
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or private, is to make the Ap
prehenfions of God, have af

deeper rootand a ftronger influ-

cnce on us.  The frequent ref
turns of thefe are neceflary:
Left if we allow of too long!

intetvals between them, thefe
Im(frcﬂlons may grow fecbler,
and other Suggeftions may

come in their room : And thef

Returns of Prayer arc not to be
confidered as Favours extorted
by meer Importunity , but as
Rewards conferred on men fo

well difpofed, and prepared for

them: according to the Promid|;

fes that God hasmade, for an.
fwering our Prayers : thereby to
engage and nourith a devout
temper inus, which is the chief

root of all true Holinefs and|;

Vertue.

and Death of John &, of Rochefrer.

It i1s true we cannot have
fuitable Notions of the Di-
vine Effence; as indced we
have no juft Idea of any Effence
whatfoever: Since we com-
monly confider all things, ei-
ther by their outward Figure,
or by their Effects: and from
thence make Infercnces what
their’ Nature muft be. So
though we cannot frame any
perfet Image in our Minds
of the Divinity, Yet we may
from the Difcoveries God
has made of Himfelf, form
fuch Conceptions of Him, as
may poflefs our Minds with
great Reverence for Him, and
beget 1n us fucha Love of thofe
Perfections as to c¢ngageus to
imicate them. For when we
fay we love God; the meaning
is, We love that Being that 1

{ Holy,
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Holy , Juft, Good, Wife; and |
infimeely perfect: And loving §
thefe Attribuces in that Object, f
will certamnly carry us to defire |

For what || Corrupt Phyficks Perty-Foggers

cver We love in another, We have entangled the mateers of

naturally , according to the |

them 1 our felves.

degree of our love, endea-
vour to refemble 1. In fum,

the Loving and Worthipping |

God, though theyare juit and
reafonable rcturns and expref-

his Goodnefs to us; Yet they
arc cxacted of us not only as a
Tributec to God, butas a mcan
to begee inus a Conformity to
his Nature, which is the chief
end of purc and undefiled Re-
ligion.

If fome Men, have at feveral
times, found out Inventions to
Corrupt this, and cheat the

Worl% ;

anu Death of John ¢, of Rochefter. 6%

World 5 It is nothing but what
occurs in cvery fort of Em-
ployment, to which men be-
take chemfclves.  Mowntebanks

Property , and all Profeflions

| have been vitiated by the Kna-
verics of a number of their
Calling.

Wich all thefe Difcourfes he
i was not equally fatsfied : He

fions of the fenfe we have of | fecemed convinced that the Im-
- preflions of God bemg much
“m Mens minds, would be a
. powcerful means to reforn the
" World: and did not feem de-
- termined  aganft Providence
 But tor the next State, he
. thought it more likely that the

Soul began ancw, and that her
fenfe of what the haddene 1

{ this Body, lymg mthe figures

I3 that

/
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that arc madem the Brain, as |
foon as the diflodged, all thefe 3

perithed, and  chat the Soul
went into fome other State to
begina new Courfe. Bue I fad
on this Head, That tlus was at

a1ve no reafon to prove 1t truc s

Nor was all che remembrance

our Souls had of paft things
feated 10 fome material figures
lodged m the Bran: Though
it could not be denied but a
ercat deal of 1¢lay n the Brain.
That we have many abftracted
Notions and Idea’s of immate-
rial things which depends not
on bodily Figures: Somce Sins,
fuch as Falthood, and il Na-
ture were feated 1 che Mind,
as Luftand Appetite were m the
Body: Andas thewhole Body

was

)

" and Death of Jobn &, of Rochelter. g7

was the Receptacle of  the Soul,
and the Eyes and Ears were the

1 Organs of Sceing and Hearing,
1 fo was the Bran the Scat of
¢ Memory : Yet the power and
, thus wasat {} faculty of Memory,as wellasof
beft a conjecture, raifed n him § Secing and Hearing, lay in the
by his fancy: tor he could g .

Mind : and {o 1t was no uncon-
ccivable thing that cither the
Soul by its own ftrength, or by
the means of fome fubtiler
Organs, which might be fitted
for it in another {tatc , fhould
fhll remember as well as think.
But indeed We know fo liecle of

! the Nature of our Souls, thatit

s a vain thing for us to raif¢c an
Hypothefis out of thc con-
jectures We have about it, or
to reject one, becaufe of fome
difficulties  that occur to us;
fince it is as hard to underftand
how we remember things now,

I 2 as
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as how We fhall do it in ano-

ther State 5 only we are fure we
do it now, and fo we fhall be

then, when we do e

When I prefled him with the
feeree Jovs that a good Man
tele, particularly as he  drew
ncar Death, and the Horrours
of Il men ofpecially at that
time; He was willing to aferibe
it to the Impreffions they had
from their Education: But he
often confefled , thae whether
the bufindfs of Religion was
truc or not, he thought chofe
who had the perfwafions of 1,
anxl ived fo - that they had quice
m their Confeiences, and be-
lieved God o governed  the
World, and acquicfeed in his
Providence, and had the hope
of an endles bleflednefs 1
anothier State, the happieft men

n
Y

)

anaDeath of John &, of Rochefter.

in the World: And faid, He
would give all that he was
Matfter of, to be under thofc
Perfwafions , and to have the
Supports and Joys that muft
needs low from them. T told
him the main Root of all Cor-
ruptions in Mens Principles was
their 1l life; Which as it dark-
encd their Minds, and difabled
them from difcerning beteer
things; fo it made it necefary
for them to feck out fuch Opr-
nions as might give them cafe
from thofe Clamours, that
would otherwifc have been
raifed within them : He did not
deny bue tha after the doing
of fome things he fele great and
fevere Challenges wichin him-
felf ; Buc he faid, He fele not
thefc after fome others which I
would perhaps call far greatcr
I3 Sins;

~,

€9
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Sins, than chofc that affeced

him more fenfibly : This T faid, 5
nught flow trom the Diforders
he had caft nmfelf 1nto, which
had corrupted  his judgment,

and vicated his taft of things;

and by hislong continuance 1, |

and frequent repeating of fome
Iramoralities, he had made
them fo familiar to him, thae
they were become as it were
natural : - And then 1t was no
wonder 1f he had not fo exact
a fenfe of what was Good or
Evil s asa Feaverifh man cannot
judge of Tafts. |
He did acknowledge the
whole Syfteme of Religion, if
believed, was a greater tounda-
tien ol quict than any other
thing whadfoever: for all che
quict he had in his mind, was,
ehat he could na think fo good
a Beng

p)

;

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter. 71

a Being as the Deity would
make lum mifcrable. 1 askcd it
when by theill courfe of his life
he had brought fo many Difca-
fes on his Body, he could blame
God forit : or expect that he
thould deliver him from them
by a Miracle. He confefled
there was no reafon for that:
I then urged, thatif Sin fhould
catt the mind by a natural Ef-
fect, nto endlefs Horrours an_d
Agonics, which bcmg feated in
a Being not fubject to Death, -
muft laft for ever, unlefs fome
Miraculous Power interpofed,
could he accufe God for chat
which was the effect of his own
choice and 11l life.

He faid, They were happy
that believed : for 1t was not n
cyvery mans powcr. |

And upon this we difcourfd

- F 4 long
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long about Rewvealed Religion, § Simplicity and Credulity of the

He faid, He did not underftand § people, things were cafily re-

that bufinefs of Infpiration ; He {{ ceived ;and being once received

belioved  the Pen-men of the
Scrapeures had heats and ho-
nefty, and fo wric: but could
not comprchend  how  God
fhould reveal his Secrets to Man-
kind. 'Why was not Man madc
a Creature more difpofed  for
Religion, and better Humina-
ted # He could not apprehend
how dhere thould be any cor-

- rupronin the Nature of Man,

ora Lapfe denived from  Adam.,
Gods communicating his Mind
to one Man, was the putting it
m his power to chear the
Wotld: For Prophcfics and Mi-
vacles, the World had been al-
ways full of ftrange Storics ; for
the boldnefs and cunning of

Contrivers mecting  with the

Simplicicy

' diction. _
Stile in the Scripeures, the odd

ano Death of John &, of Rochelter.

pafled down without contra-
The Incoherences of

Tranfitions,the {ceming Conera-

| dictions, chicfly about the Or-
' der of ume, the Cruclties en-

joyned the Ifraclites n deftroy-
ing the Canaanites, Circumci-

i fion, and many other Rites of

the 7ewi/b Worfhip 5 fcemed to
him mfutable to thf: Divine
Nature: And: the firft chrec

- Chapters.of Genefis, he thoughe
- could not be true, unlefs they

were Parables.
" fubftance of what he Excepted

This was the
to Regealed Religion in general,
and to the 0M Teflament 1n
particular.

I an-
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I anfwerd to all chus, that bef
licving a thing upon the tefti-
mony of another, in other mat-#
ters where there was no reafon
to fufpcct the tettimony, chiefly 4

Fact, it 1s a vain thing to fay,
becaufe it is poflible for fo ma-
ny men' to agrecina Lye, thac
thercfore thefc have donc it. In
all other things a man gives his

where 1t was confirmed by-
other Circumftances, was not|s
only a rcafonable thing, but itf:
was the hinge on which all thel}
Government and Juftice m thej,

all|

World depended = Since
Courts of Juftice procced upon
the Evidence given by Wie

nefles 5 for the ufe of Writings|

15 but a thng more lately
brought mto the World.
then if the credibility of the
thing, the mnocence and difin-
terednefs of the Wienefles, the
number of them, and the pub-
lickeftConfirmations that could

potlibly be given, do concur to |3
perfwade us of any matter of |
| Faét, §

}

Sol

aflent when the credibilicy 15
{trong on the onc fide,and there
appears nothing on the other
fide to ballancc 1. So fuch
numbers agrecing in their Tefti-
mony to thefc Miracles; for
| inftance of our Saviours calling
Lazarus out of the Grave the
fourth day after he was buried,
i and his own nifing agamn after
' he was certainly dead 5 It there
thad been never fo many Im-
: poftures in the World, no man
! can with any reafonable colour
| pretend this wasone. ' We find
both by the 7ewifb and Roman
Writers that lived in that time,
that our Saviour was Crucified :

and
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lowers  believed certainly chach
he roft agam.

Apoltles, and of many hundreds|:

perfvade the World of 1t, with
they were to get nothing by 1,

and by many wonders which
they wroughe they confirmed
therr Tefimony. Now to avoid|;
all this, by faying ic 1s poffible
this miught be a Contrivance,
and to give no prefumption to
make 1t {o much as probable,

thatic was {o, 1s 1n plan Englifh|]

to {ay, We are refolved ler the}

Fvidence be what it will, We will |

2ot believe it.

He faid, If a man fays he can- |}
not §

{ minc the matter aright.

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.

' . A e tlhore 8
o~ ., B ot belicve, what help is there 2
and chacall lus Difciples and Fol- § for he qu’ ot mnf’gcr of his

hev believedd @V Belict, and belicving was
They believed highcft but a probable Opi-

this upon the Teftimony of the|} nion. Tothis I Anfwered, Thae

o Cr | [ dicd ; {if a man will let a wanton con-
who faw 16, and died confirm-\{ o poﬂi:fs his fancy againft

ing it: They wene about tO% thefe things, and never confider

Zeal. thoueh thev knewk the Evidence for Religion on
ot .. N wr I 3 . !
great ccal, though they XnEWR Lo ocher hand , bue reject it

; = { upon a flight view of 1t, he
but Reproach and Sufferings:|, } 5 >

ought not to fay he cannot, bue

! he will not believe: and while

a man lives an ill coutfe of life,
he 1s not fitly qualified to exa-
Let
him grow calm and vertuous,
and upon due application cxa-
mine things fairly, and then let
him pronounce according to
his Confcicnee,it to take 1t aties
lowett, the Reafons on the one
hand arc not much ftronger

than
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than they arc on the other. For §than that there 1s another called
Ifound he wasfo poffefied wich @ London.  We  as little doubt

78

the gencral concert thac a mix-'3
turc of Knavesand Fools had
made all extraordinary things|;
be cafily belicved, that it carried |
him away to determine the
macter , wichout fo much ash
looking on the Hiftorical Evi~$
dence tor the truth of Chrifti-|
anity , which he had not cn-
quired 1nto, but had bent all |
his Wit and Scudy to the fup-|
portof the other fide.  As for|
that, that belicving 1s at beft buc |4
an Opinion; 1f the Evidence be ||
1

but probable, it 1s {o: but if it |

that Qucen Elizabeth once
Reigned, as that King Charles
now Reigns in England. So that
believing may be as certain, and

1as little fubject to doubting as

feeing or knowing.
There arc two forts of be-
licving. Divinc matters 5 the

{one 15 wrought in us by our

comparing all the cevidences of
matter of Fact, for the confir-
mation of Revealed Religion;
with the Prophefics n the

 Scripture 3 where things were

punctually  predicted, fome

be fuch that 1t cannot b},
queftioned, 1t grows as certain ||

o
Bl

as knowledge: For we are no |4
lefs certain that there is a great |3

Town called Conflantinople, the §

Scat of the Ottoman Empire, |

than [

é‘\

Ages beforc their completion ;
not in dark and doubtful words,
uttered like Oracles, which
might bend to any Event: But
in plain terms, as the foretelling
that Cyrus by pame fhould fc111d

the
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the Jews back from the Capti-
vity , after the fixed period of
feventy years: The Hiftory of i
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings

niel, and the Prediction of the
deftruction of Jerufalem, wich |

many Circumftances relating to g

it, made by our Saviowr 5 joyn-

ing thefe to the excellent Rule |
and Defign of the Seripeure n

matters of Morality, 1t1s at leaft

as rcafonable to believe this as|
any thing clfc in the World,
Yet fuch a belicving as ths, 1s |
only a general perfwafion in|
the Mind, which has not that|:
cthect, tilla man applying him- | |
' true, and anfwerable to the

{clt to the Dircétions fet down |
mz the Scriprures (which upon
fuchEvidence cannot be denied, §
to be as reafonable, as for a man §
to follow the Preferiptions of a §

learned §

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.  §1

lecarned Phyfitian, and when
the Rules are both good and
cafic, to fubmit to them for the
recovering of his healdl ) and
by following thefc,finds apower
cntring wichin him, that frees
him from the flavery of his
Appetites and  Paffions, that
exales hiis Mind above the accr-
dents of lifc, and fprcads an
inward puricy in lus Heare,
from which a ferene and calm
Joy arifes within him: And
good men by the cfficacy thefe
Methods have upon them, and
from the returns of their pray-
crs, and other endcavours, grow
affured that thefc things are

Promifes they find regiftred in
Scripturc.  All this, he faid,
might be fancy: But to this I
anfwered, That as it were Gn=

G reafonable
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reafonable to tell a man that is § Objects by our Eyes, and open-
abroad, and knows he isawake, M cd in fome a capacity of ap-
that perhaps heis in a drcam, |§ prchending high and fublime
and in hisBed, and only thinks |1 things, of which other men
he is abroad, or thac as fome |¢ feemed utterly ncapable: So ic
go about in their flecp, fo he

| i was a weak affertion that God
may be ®fleep ftill 5 So good '
and rcligious men  know,

| cannot awaken a power In
! fome mens Minds, to appre-

though others may be abufed,

by their fancies,that they arc un-

? hend and know fome things,
der no fuch deception : and find
they arc neither hot nor Enthu-

9, some Paffages of the Life

{in fucha manner that others
tarcnot capable of it.  This is
i not half fo incredible to us as
i fight is to a blind man, who yet

fiaftical, but under the power
of calm and clear Principles. jmay be gonvinced there 1s a

All this he faid he did notun-
derftand, and thatic was to af-
fere or beg the thing in Quefti-
on, which he could not com-

prehend. |
As for the poffibility of Re-

| ftrange power of feeing that
' governs men, of which he finds
himfelf deprived. . As for the
Ccapacity put into fuch mens
S hands to deceive th.c World,We
lare at the fame time to confi-

velation, it was a vain thing to
deny it: For as God gives us
the fenfe of fecing materidl

Ob- '

! der, that befides the probity of
% their  tempers, 1t cannot be
4 thought but God can fo forci-

G a bly
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bly

bind up a man in fome §
things, that it fhould not be in § difficultics in them. Common
his power to deliver them
otherwife ehenas he gives him {34

in Commiflion : befides the |

Confirmation of Miraclesare a }

divineCredential towarrantfuch

rfons inwhat they dehiver to

do.

Fall of Man, and other tiings

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter.  §g

fatisfic our felves about fome

Expericnce tells us, There is a
great diforder in our Naturcs,
which is not cafily rectified :
All Philofophers were fenfible
of it, and cvery man that de-

: b i to govern himfelf b
the World: which camnot be | B s y

imagined can be joyned to apl
Lye, fince this were to put the}
Omnipotence of God, to attcft |-
that which no honeft man will |
For the bufinefs of thefi

Reafon, feels the ftruggle be-
rween it and naturc: So that 1t
is plain, there is a Lapfe of the

' high powers of the Soul.

But why, faid he, could not
this be rectificd, by fome plain

% Rules given; but men mutft

of which we cannot perhaps}: come and fhew a trick to per-

3,

give our felves a perfect ac- .
count: We who cannot fa-},
thome the Scerets of the Coun-
cel of God, do very unreafon-
ably to take o usto reject an & Mankind, wasto be fo opened
excellent Syfteme of good and ¥ 35 to awaken and work upon
holy Rulcs, becanfe we cannot 1§ all forts of people: and gene-

fausfic 4 ’ G 3 rally

fwade the World they fpeak to
them in the Name of God ? I
Anfwered, That Religion being
a defign to recover and fave




Some Paffages of the Life

rally men of a {implicity of }§
Mind, were thofe that were the [
fitceft Objects for God to fhew
his favour to; Therefore it was |-
neceflary chat Meflengers fent |
from Hcaven fhould appear
with fuch allarming Evidences, |

as might awaken the World,
and preparc them by fome afto-

nithing Signs, to liften to the f
Doctine they were to deliver.
Philofophy, that was only a mat- |
ter of finc Speculation, had few §

Votaries : And as there was

no Authority in it to bind the
World to believe its Dictates, ™

any Death of John &, of Rochelter: 8o

weight on it, and to have fuch
Convictions, as might not only
reach thofe who were already
difpofed to receive them , bue
roufe up fuch as without great
and fenfible cxcitation would
have otherwifc flept on 1n their
ill Courfes.

Upon this and fome fuch
Occafions , 1 told him, I faw
the ill ufe he made of his Wit,
by which he flurred the graveft
things with a flight dafh of his
Fancy: and the pleafurc he
found in fuch wanton Expref-
fions , as calling the doing of
Miracles, the fbewing of atrick,

fothey were only receved by
fome of nobler and refined | did really keep him from cxa-
Natures , who could apply " mining them , with that care
themfelves to, and delight in | which fuch things required.
fuch Notions. But cruc Reli-§f  For the Old Tefiament, We
gionwas to be buile on aFounnni are fo remote from that time,
dation, that thould carry more 1] We have fo little knowledge
weighe /4 G4 o
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of the Language in which it[d though many things in thefe
waswrit, have fo imperfect an f{ Books could not be underftood
account of the Hiftory of thofe{ by us, who live above 3000
Ages, know nothing of their | years after the chief of them
Cuftoms, Forms of Speech .| were written, it is no fuch ex-
and the feveral Periods they | traordinary matter. .
might have,, by which they | For that of the Deftruction
reckoned their time, that it iskj of the Canaanites by the Ifrae-
rather a wonder We fhould % lites, It is to be confidered,
underftand fo much of it, than | that if God had fenta Plague
that many paffages in it fhould f; among them all , that could
be fo dark to us. The chicf|| not havebeen found faule with.
ufeic has to us Chriftians, i, tha |'; 1f then God had a Right to rake
from Writings which the Fews|.: away their Lives, without In-
acknowlege to be divinely in-| ¢ juftice or Cruclty , he had a
fpired, it 1s manifeft the Mefizs | Right toappoint othersto do 1t,
was promifcd beforc the de-| aswellto execute it by a more
ftruction of their Temple :}  1mmediate way: And the taking
which being-done long ago 5 '+ away people by the Sword, 1s a
and thefc Prophefics agrecing , much gentler way of dymng,
to our Saviour, dnd to no other, j than to be fmitten with a
idere is a great Confirmation {; Plagueor a Famine. And foe
given 1o the Gofpel.  Bue [! the Children that were Inno-

though 1 cent
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cent of their Fathers faulcs, God §
could in another Statc make
So all the |
difficulty is, Why were the Ifre- |
elites commanded to execute a |’

to them.

that ulp

thing of fuch Barbarity? But
this will not feem fo hard, if

we confider tltat chiswas to be
no Precedent, for futurc times: B

fince they did not do it but up- 5

on fpecial Warrant and Com-

defign’d by God to be the Exe-
cutioners of his Juftice.
God by imploying them 1n fo

feverc a Service, intended to B
poflefs them wich great horrour
of Idolatry, which was punithed

1 {o extream a manner.

For

ann Death of John &, of Rochefter. 48

For the Rites of their Reli-
gion, We canill judge of them,
Except We perfectly under-
ftood the Idolatries round a-
bout them: To w_hich we find

| they were much inclined: So

they were to be bent by other
Rites to an extream averfion
from them: And yet by the
pomp of many of their Cere-

f monies and Sacrifices, great In-

miffion from Heaven, evidenc’'d 8
toall the Worldby fuchmigh- f ple naturally fond of a vifible
ty Miracles asdid plainly hew, §

That they were particularly H

dulgences were given to a peo-

fplendor in Religious Wortfhip.
In all which, if wecannotde-,..

' fcend to fuch fatisfactory AngeesR
And | ~

fwers in every particular, as a
curious man would defire, 1t 1s
no wonder. The long interval
of time , and other accidents,
have worn out thofc things
which were neceffary to give us
a clearer lightinto the mcaningf
o
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of them. And for the ftory
of the Creation, how far fome
chingsin it may be Parabolical,
and how far Hiftorical, has
been much difputed: there 1s
nothing in it that may not be
hiftorically true. For if it be

acknowledged that Spirits can
form Voices in the Air, for
which we have as good Autho-
rity as for any thing in Hiftory ;

Then it is no wonder that Eve
being fo lately created, might
be deceived, and think a Serpent
fpake to her, when the Evil Spi-

&‘I‘i"\a&gt framed the Voice.

Buc in all thefe things I told
him he wasin the wrong way,
when he examined the bufinefs
of Religion, by fome dark
parts of Scripture ¢ Therefore
I defired him to confider the
whole  Congexture of the
. | Chrifiian

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. g
Chriftian Religion, the Rules 1t -

gives, and the Methods it pre-
{cribes.  Nothing can conduce
more to the peace, order and
happine§s of the World, than
to be governed by its Rules.
Nothing ismore for the Inte.
refts of every man in patticular:
The Rules of Sobricty, Tempe-
rance and Moderation, were
the beft Prefervers of life, and
which was perhaps more , of
Health.  Humility, Contemps
of the Vanitics of the World,
and the- being well employed,

raifed a mans Mind to a fregs i
dom from the Follics and™

Temptations that haunted the
greateft part. Nothing was
fo Generous and Great as to
fupply the Neceflities of the
Poor, and to forgive Injuries :
Nothing raifed and maintained

' amans

13
1
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2 mans Reputation fo much, ‘as
to be exaétly juft,and merciful 5
Kind, Charitable and Compaf-
fionate: Nothing openced the
powers of amans Soul fo much
as a calm Temper, a fercne
Mind, frec of Paflion and Dif-
order : Nothing made Socictics,
Families, and Neighbourhoods
fo happy, as when thefe Rules
which ‘the Gofpel prefcribes,
took place, Of doing as we would
have others do to us, and loving
our Neighbours as our felves.
. The Chriffian Worlbip was
~ alfoplain and fimple; fuitable
" to fo purc a Doéctrinc. The
Cercmonics of it were few and
fignificant, as the admiffion to
it by a wafhing with Water,and
the’ Memorial of our Saviour’s

Death in Bread and Wines The | 1pec ) .
{ their Corfciences, great Joy in

Motives in it to perfwade to

this |

and Death of john- @&, 'of Rochefter. g¢g

this Purity, were ﬁrbng: That

' God fces us, and will Judge us
| for all our A¢tions : That we
. fhall be for ever happy or mifc-
' rable, as we pafs our Lives herc:
i The Examplc of our Saviour’s
. Life, and the great expreflions

of his Love in Dying for us,
are mighty Engagements to
Obey and Imitatc him. The
plain way of Expreflion ufed

{ by our Saviour and his Apoftles,

fhews there “was no Artfice,
where there was fo much Sim-

| plicity ufed: There were no

Secrets kept only among the

| Pricfts, but cvery thing was
Copen to all Chrifians: The

Rewards of Holinefs are not

Lentirely put over to ano-
1 ther State, but good men are

fpecially blet with peace in

the
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the Confidence they have of
the Love of God, and of fee-
ing Him for ever: And often
a fignal Courfc of Bleflings
follows them in their whole

Lives: But if at other times }
Calamities fell on them, thefc
were fo much mitigated by the
Patience they were taughe, and
the inward Affiftances, with |
which they were furnifhed, thac
even thofe. Crofles were con-

verted to Bleflings.

in all Humane contrivances:
Our Saviour plainl{r had none ;
He avoided App

drew Himfclf from the Offers
of a Crown: Hefubmitted to

anv Death of John &, of Rocheflter. 5

Poverty and Reproach, and

| much Contradiction 1n his Life,

and to amoft ignominious and

¢ painful Death. His Apoftles had

© none neither, They did not pre-
! tend cicher to Power orWealth;

b But delivered a Doctrine that
muft needs condemn them, if

they ever made fuch ufeof it:
They declared theirCommutlion

| fully without referves till other

i

|

' times:  They Recorded their

I defired he would lay All . own Weaknefs: Someof them
T defire av all

. wrought with their own hands 5

thefe things together; and fee | 1 hep they received the

what hkCC%‘.ﬂd'C’iC.C%dtq t\i;g;n{ . Charitics of thar Converts, 1t
to make him, think tis Was a | o nor fo much to fupply

Contrivance: Interelt appears | iy oyn Neceflities , as to

diftributc to others: They knew

651 they were to fuffer much for
aufe , with- |

giving their Teftimonics , to

1 what they had feen and heard :

| Inwhich fo many in a thing fo
Poverty

vifible,

H
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vifible, as Chrift’s Refurrection
and Afcenfion, and the Effufion

of the Holy Ghoft which He

had promiféd, could not be de-

ccived: And they gave fuch |
publick Confirmations of it by
the Wonders they themfclves |

wrought, that grear multitudes

were converted to a Doétrine, §
which, befides the oppofition §
it gave to Luft and Paflion, was |
born down and Perfecuted for
goo years: and yet its force was :

fuch, that it not only weathered

out all thofe Storms, but even |
grew and fpread vaftly under j
them.  Plinyabout threefcore
years afecr, tound ther Num- |
bers great and their Lives Inno-
cent: and even Lucian amidt

all his Raillery, gives a_ high
Teltimony to their Charity ]
and Contemptof Life, and the

other |

and Death of John &, of Rochefter.

other Vertucs of the Chriflians
which is likewife more than
once done by Malice e fclf; Te-
lian the Apoltate.

Ifa manwill lay all this 1 one
Ballance, and compare with it
the few Exceptions brought to
it, he witl foon fmd how tieong
the onc, and how flighe the
other are.  Thercfore 1© was
an impropes way, to begin at
fome Cavils about fonie Pafla-
ges in the New 1 eflament, or the
0ld, and from thence to pre-
poflefs one’s Mind againft the
whole.  The right method had
been firft to confider the whole
matter, and from fo general a
view to defcend to more paiti-
cular Enquirics : whereas they
fuffered cheir Minds to be fore-
ftalled with Prejudices; fo thac
they never examined the mat-
cerimpareially,.  He o To

59
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To the greateft part of this

he feemed to affent, only he |

excepted to the belief of Myfte-
vics in the Chriftian Religion
which he thought no man
could do, fince 1t is not In a

mans power to believe that |

which he cannot comprehend:
and of which He can have no
Notion. The believing Myfte-
rics, he faid, made way for all

the Juglings of Priclts, forthey '
! me of them ? Thefe were all the

geeting the people under them
w1 that Point, fetout to them
what they pleafed ; and giving
it a2 hard Name, and calling it
a Myflery , The people were

amed, and caﬁly believed 1t

The reftraining a man from the
ufc of Women, Exceptone in
the way of Marriage, and de-
nying the remedy of Divorce,
he cheughe unreafonable Impo-

{itions

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 101

fitions on the Freedom of Man-
kind : And the bufincfs of the
Clergy, and their Maintenance,
with the belief of fome Autho-
rity and Power conveyed in
their Orders, lookt, as he
thought, likca picce of Con-
trivance : And why, fud he,
muft a man tcll me, I cannot
be faved, unlefs 1 believe things
againft my Reafon, and then
that I muft pay him for telling

Exccptions which at any time I
heard from hum to Chriftianity.

! To which T made thefe An-

fwers.
For Myferies itis plain there

1 isin every thing fomewhat that
| Is unaccountable.

How Ani-

mals or Men arc formed in

¢ their Mothers bellics, how Sceds
| grow in the Farth, how the

H 3 Soul




102

Sone 1Paffages of the Life

Soul dwells in the Body, and |
acts and moves it 5 How we re- §
tun the Figures of fo many |
vords or things in our Memo- |
rics, and how we draw them s
outfo cafily and orderly in our |
Thoughes or Difcourfts How s
Sight and  Hearing were fo |

quick and ditinét, how we

move, and how Bodies were ?
compounded and united? Thefe |
things 1t we follow them into |
all the Difficulties, chat we may
raifc about them, will appear |
cvery whit as unaccountable as |
any Myftery of Religion: Anda |
blind or deaf man would judge *
Sight or Hearing as incredible,
as any Myftery may be judged
by us: For our Recafon is not |
In the fame
rank, different degrecs of Age
or Capacity rafc fome far .

cqual to them.

_above
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above others: So that Child_ren.
cannot fathome the Learning,
nor weak perfons the Councels
of more illuminated Mmds‘;‘
Thercfore it was no wonder i
we could not underftand the Dr-
vine Effence: We cannot ma-
ginc how two fuch chhc,rcnt
Natures as a Soul and a Body
thould fo unitc together, and
be mutually affeCred with one
anothers Concerns, qnd how
the Soul has one Principle of
Reafon, by which it acts Intcl-
lectually, and another of hfc
by which it joyns tothe Body
and acs Vitally; two Princr
ples fo widcly differing both n
their Nature and Operation,
and yct united 1n one a_nd the
fame Perfon.  There might be
as many hard Arguments
brought againft the poilibility
H 4 of
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of thefe things, which yet every

one knows to be true, from §
Speculative Notions, as againft
the Myfteries mencioned n the
of the i
Jrinity , That in one Fflence ©

Scupturcs.  As thac

there are three different Prin-
ciples of Operation, which, for

want of terms fit to exprefs |
them by, We call Perfons,and are
called m Scripture 7he Father,
Somand Holy Ghoft, and that the

Sccond of thefe did unite Him-
{cIf n a moft timate manner
with the Humane Nacure of |
Jefus Chnft: And chae the Suf- |

ferings he underwent, were ac-
cepted of God asa Sacrifice for
our Sins; Who thereupon con-

ferred on Him a Power of |

granting Eternal Life to all that
fubmit to the Terms on which
He offers ir; And thar the

matteg

ﬂllﬂ DzﬁﬂJ Uf JOhn @0 ﬂf P\OChéﬁcr. io s

matter of which our Bodics
once confifted, which may bc
as jufty called the Bodies we laid
down at our Deaths, as thefc
can be faid to be the Bodics
which we formerly lived 1,

1 being refined and made more
i fpiritual , fhall be reunieed to

our Souls, and become a fit In-

% trument- for them mn a more

perfect Eftate: And that God
mwardly bends and moves our
Wills, by fuch Imprc(ﬁqns, as
he can make on our Bodies and
Minds. '
Thefc , which are the chicf
Myfteries of our Religion, arc
neither fo unreafonable , that
any other Obijection lies againt
them, but dhis, that they agree
not with our Common Noti-
ons, nor fo unaccountable that
fomewhat like them, c;uml;)t
- ¢
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be affigned in other things,

cannot be apprehended : So

this ought not to be any juft |;
Objection to the fubmiflion of |
our Reafon to what we cannot |
fo well conceive, provided our
belicf of it be well grounded. §
There have been too many &
Nicctics brought in indeed, ra- |
ther to darken then  explain 4
thefe: They have been defend-
ed by weak Arguments, and
illuftraced by Sumilics not al- |

ways fo very apt and pertinent.

And new fubtilties have been [
added, which have rather per-
plexed than cleared them. Al
cannot be denied 5 the
Oppofition of Hereticks anci- :

£

ently , occafioned too much

Curiofity among the Fathers:
Which }

this
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{ Which the School-men have

which are behieved I'CZIH_Y to be, § Wonderful]y advanced of late

though the mannet’ of them |

cimes.  But if Myfteries were
received, rather 1n the fimpli-
city in which they arc dclivered
in the Scriptures, than accot-
ding to the defcantings of fan-
ciful men upon them, they
would not appear much more
incredible , than fome of the
common Objects of fenfe and
pereeption. And it is a needlefs
fear that if fome Myfteres are
acknowledged, which are plain-
ly mentioned m the New Tefla-
ment, it will then be n the
power of the Priefts co add
more at their pleafurc. For 1t1s
an abfurd Interence from our
being bound to aflent to fome
Truchs about the Divine Effence,
of which the manner 15 not
undcrftood, to arguc that thfcrc—

ore
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forc in an Object prefented
duly to our Senfes, fuch as
Bread and Wine, We thould be
bound to believe againtt their
Teftimony, that it 1s not what
our Senfes pereeived 1t to be,
but the whole Flefh and Blood
of Chrifl; an entire Body being
m cvery Crumb and drop of
it. It snot ndeed m amans
power to believe thusagaintt hus
Senfe and Reafon, where the
Object is  proportioned  to

them, and filly applied, and the -

Organs arc under no ndifpofiti-
onor diforder, Itis certain that
no Myftery is to be admitted,
but frebd” very clear and ex-
prefs Authoritics from  Scrip-
ture, which could not reafon-
ably be underftood m any
other fenfe. And though a

mhan cannot form an explicite’

Notion

! lic againtt 1.
! belicve many fuch in Humane

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 109

| Notion of a Myftery, for then
i it would be no longer a Myfte-
! 1y, Yer in general he may be-

licve a thing to be, though he

| cannot give him{lf a particu-
+ lar account of the wayof it:
: or rather though he cannot

Anfwer fome Objections which
We know We

matters, which are more within
our rcach: and 1t 1s very un-

1 reafonable to fay, We may not
do it in Divine things, which

are much more above our Ap-

| prehenfions. ‘

For the fevere Reftraimt of

 the ufc of Women, it is hard
i to deny that Priviledge to Jefus

Chrift as a Law-Giver, to lay

fuch Reftraints, as all inferiour
1 Legiflatorsdo ; who when they
{1 find the Libertes their Sub-

jects
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jccts take, prove hartful to

them, fet fuch Limits, and §
make fuch Regulations, as they |

judge neeeffary and expedicnt,
It cannot be

faid but the Re- |}
ftraint of Appetite is neceffary m |’
fome Inftances : andif it is ne- |
ceffary 1n thefe, perhaps other f
Reftraints areno lefs neceffary, f
to fortific and fecure thefe. For §
if it be acknowledged that Men §
have a property in their Wives £
and Daughters, fo thatto defilc
the one, or corrupt the other,

is an injuft and injurious thing ;
Itis certain, that cxcept a man j;

carcfully governs his Appetices, ©
he will” break chrough  thefe ;.

Refteamts: and chercfore our
Saviour knowing that nothing
could fo effectually deliver the
World from the mifchief of

I

;

a Con- §

i
r

unreftrained Appetite, as fuch

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter. 111

a Confinement, might very
reafonably enjoyn it.  And in
all fuch Cafes Weare to bal-
Jance the Inconvenicnces on
both hands, and where we
find they arc heavielt, We arc
to acknowledge the Equity of
the Law. On the onc hand
there is no prejudice, but the
reftraine: of Appetites On the
other, are the mifchicts of be-
ing given up to pleafure, of
running inordinatcly into 1t
of breaking the quict of our
own Family at home, and of
others abroad: the ngaging
into much Paffion, the domng
many falfc and impious things
to compafs what is defired, the
Watt of mens Eftates, time, and
healch. Now lec any man
judge, Whether the prejudices
on this fide, arc not greater,

than
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pleafure? For Polygamy, it isbut |

reafonable fince Women arc

be confidered as well as Men:
But in a Statc of Polygamy they
arc under great mufery and
jealoufic , and are indecd bar-
baroufly ufed. Man being
alfo of a fociable Nature,
Friendhip and Converfe were
among tim primitive Intend-
ments of Marriage, in which as
far as the man may excel the
Wife in greatnefs of Mind, and
height of Knowledge, the Wife
fomeway makes that up with
her Affeétion and tender Care :
So that from both happily
mixcd, there arifes a Harmony,
which is to vertuous Minds

ong

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 5 2

than that fingle onc of the one of the greateft joys of lifc:

other fide,of being denied fome §f Butall this 1s gone ina ftate of
| Polygamy, which occafions per-
| petual Jarrings and  Jealou-

cqually concern’d in the Laws ' fics. And the Variety does but

of Marriage, that they fhould | af
! of pleafure, which 1s not to be

L puc in the Ballance with the far

cngage men to a freer Range

greater  Mifchiefs that mulft

'+ follow the other courfe. So
+ thac it is plam, Our Saviour
| confidered the Nature of Man,

what 1t could bear, and what

T was fit for 1t, when he {o re-
| ftrained usin thefe our Liber-
! ties. And for Divorce, a power
' to break that Bond would too
| much encourage marred per-
fons in the litde quarrcllings
i that may rifc beeween them s If

it were i their power to depart
one from another. For when

'\ they know that cannor be, and

] that




114

Sone JPafages of the Lite
that they muft live and die to-

gether, 1t does natarally incline §

them o lay down their Refent-

ments, and to endeavour to |

live as well together as they
can. So the Law of the Gof-
pel being a Law of Love, de-
figned to engage Chriflians to
mutual love s It was fie that all
fuch Provifions fhould be
made , as might advance and

mamtain ic: and all fuch Liber- |

“ties be taken away, asarcapt to

cnkindle or foment ftrife.
might fall i fome mftances to
be uncafic and hard cnough,
but Laws confider what falls
outmoftcommonly,and cannot
provide for all particular Cafcs.
The beft Laws arc in fome In-
ftances very great grievances.

But the Advantages being bal-

Janced wich the Inconveniences,

This [
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i Meafurcs arc to be taken accor-
| dingly.  Upon this whole mat-
i ter 1{aud, That pleafure ftood
' in oppofition to other Confide-
rations of great Waght, and
o the decifion was cafie.  And
b {ince our Saviour offers us {o
 great Rewards, It 1s but reafon-
able He have a Priviledge of
‘loading thefe Promifes with
Huch Conditions, as arc not in
cthemfelves gracetul to our na-
ttaral Inclinations: For all that
ipropofc high Rewards, have
‘thereby a right to exact diffi-
{cule performances.

To this he fud, We are fure
ithe terms are difficult, but are

‘not fo furc of the Rewards. Up-
\on this I told him, That we have
dthe fame affurance of the Re-
dwards, that we have of the
‘ I2 other

Meca- ‘
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other patrts of Chriftian Reliy
gion.
of God made to us by Chrifth
confirmed by many Miracles

We have the Earnefts of theft, |

in the quice and peace which;:
tollows a good Confcience!
and m the Refurreétion off
Him from the dead, who hathf

promifed to raifc us up.  So

Iy atfured to us: And there is

no reafon it thould be given tof]
us, betore the Conditions arc |
performed, on which the Pro-

nufcs are made. It isbut rea-,:
fonable rhat we fhould truft

God, and do our Duty, Ir.! , 8oo
meafure reftord to our Primi-

hopes of 1hat eternal Life, which -

God who cannot lie, hath promi-
fed.  The Difhculdesare not fo

great, as thofe which fome-
umces the commoneft concerns
of

ann Death of John ¢, of Rochefter: 1 7

{ of Lifc bring upon us: The

We have the Promifed] learning fome Trades or Sci-

ences , the governing our
Health and Affairs, bring us
often undcr as great {traighes.
So that it ought to be no juft
prejudice, that there are fome
things in Religion that arc un-
eafic, fince this is rather: the
effect of our corrupt Natures,

that the Reward s fufficient which arc tarcher deprav'd by

| vitious habits, and can hardly

turn to any new courfc of life,
without fome pain, than of the
Dictates of Chriflianity, which

i are in themfelves juft and rea-
fonable, and will be cafic to us

when.renew’d, and in a good

tive Integrity.

As for the Exceptions he
had to the Maintenance of the
Clergy, and the Authoricy to

I3 wlich
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which they pretended ;5 if they
ftreeched their Defigns too far, |
The Gofpel did plamly reprove §
them for e : So that 1t was VCI‘?’

fuicable to that Church, which:
was fo grofly fauley this way, |

to take the Seriprures out of the

hands of tic people, fince they
do fo manfetty difclum all
fuch practices.
the crue Chriflian Religion have

ant Death of John &, aof Rochefter. 119

might be preferved from the
Contempt that follows Poverty,
and the Diftractions which the

! providing aganft it mighe

otherways mvolve them mn:
And as in the Order of the
World, it was neceflary for

- the fupport of Magiitracy and

Government, and for prefer-

‘ oy 8 i . .
The Prietts of |! ving its clteem, that fome ftate

no fecrets among them, which

the World mutt not know, but *,

arc only an Order of Men de-
dicated to God, to attend on
Sacred things, who ought to be
holy 1 a more peculiar man-
ner, fince they are to handle
the things of God. It was ne-
ceflary chat fuch perfons fhould
have a due Efteem paid them,
and a fit saintenance appoint-
¢d for them: That fo they

- be ufed (though 1c is a happi-
nefs when Grear Men have
Philofophical Minds, to dcfpifc

. the Pageantry of 1t.)  So the

* plenuiful fupply of the Clergy,
if well ufed and  applicd by
' them, will certainly turi to the
: Advantage of Religion. And if
" fome men cither through Am-

1 bition or Covetoufnefs ufud n-

- direét mcans, or fervile Com-
pliances to afpire to fuch Dig-

g
hey ! nitics, and being  pofleficd of
nmught |

thems

14
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i

them, applied their Wealch ci- L
ther to Luxury or Vain Pomp, |
or made great Fortunes out of §
1t for therr Famulies ; chefe were ¢
perfonal faillings in which the 3
Doctrine of Chnft was not d
! things werc not true, whichin
i their Sermons and Difcourfes

concerned,
-He upon that told me plain-

iy, There was nothing that gave _, .
1 mended.: Of this he had ga-
! thered many Inftances ; T knew

him, and many others; a more
fceret encouragement in their

ill ways,than that thofe who pre- |.
tended to believe, lived fo chae *
. not deny but fomething of
'~ them mighe be too true: And

they could not be thought ta
be 1 carncft, when they faid it :

For he was fure Religion was -

either a meer Contrivance, or

the moft 1mportant thing that
could be: So that if he once -
believed, he would fee himfelf |
mgreat carneft o live fuicably
The afpirings that he
had obferved ac Court, of fome

of |

oI

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 545

of the Clergy, with the fervile:
ways they took to attamn to
Preferment, and the Animofi-
tics among thofc of feveral
Partics, about trifles, made him
often think they fufpected the

thecy fo carneftly recom-

fome of them were Miftakes
and Calumnics; Yet I could

I publifh this the more frecly,
to putall that pretend to Reli-
gion, chicfly thofc thatarc de-
dicated to holy Functions,
mind of the great Obligation
that lics on them to live futably
to their Profe(fion : Since other-
wifea great deal of the Irrcli-.

gion
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among us, may too juftly be
charged on them : for wicked
men arc dclighted out of mea-

furc when they difcover ill g e
+ of the power Religion has over
them; 1 their Contempt of the

things n them, and conclude
from thence not only that
they are Hypocrites, but that
Religion 1t felf 1s acheat.

But I faid to him upon this
Hcad, that though no good
man could contiue in the
practice of any known{in, yct
{fuch mighe, by the violence or
furprifc of a Temptation, to
which they are Lable as much
as others, be of a fudden over-
comc to do an ill thing, to their
great grief all ther life after.
And then 1t was a very injuft
Inference, Upon fome few
failings, to conclude that fuch
men do not belicve themfelves.

Bug

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. 1, 3

gion and Achcifm chae is {| Buthow bad foever many arc,

it cannot be denied but there

arc alfo many both of the

——

e RO it A vt N

1 Clergy and Laity, who give

reat and real Demonftrations

World, the ftriétnefs of their
Lives, their readinefs to for-
give Injurics, to relicve the
Poor, and to do good on all

- Occafions: and yct cven thefe

may have their failings, eicher

in fuch things whercin cheir
 Conftitutions are weak, or their
~ Temptations ftrong and fud-

¢ dain: And in all fuch cafes We

" arc to judge of men, rather by

the courfe of their Lives, than

~ by the Errors,that they through

§
i

|

!

infirmity or furprize may have
{lipt mto.

Thefc
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Thefe were the chief Heads

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter. 5o 8
that fo great and refined a Wit

we difcourfed on; and as far as |

4
i
iy

I can remember, I have faich- §
fully repeated the fubftance of

our Arguments: I have not '
concealed the ftrongeft chings

e fud to me, but though: I
have not enlarged on all the
Excurfions of his Wit 1n fee-
ting them off, Yet Ihave given
them their full ftrength, as he
exprefled them s and as far as I

could recolle@, have ufed his *
own words: Sothat ITamafraid -

fome may cenfure me for fet-
ting down thefe things fo
largcly , which Impious Mcn
may make an ill ufc of, and
gather together to cncourage
and defend themfelves in their
Vices: But if they will com-
parc them with the Anfwers

made to them, and the fenfe
that

'3
i

4
13-
i3
Il
e
t
3

had of them afterwards, I
hope they may through the
blefling of God be not altoge-
ther incffectual.

The iffuc of all our Dif-
courfes was this, He told me,
He faw Vice and Impicty were
as contrary to Humanc Socie-
ty, as wild Beafts let loofc
would be ; and therefore he
firmly tcfolved to change the
whole method of his Lifc : to
become ftriétly juft and true, to
be Chat and Temperate, to
forbear Swearing and Irreligi-
ous Difcourfe, to Worthip and
Pray to his Maker: And that
though he was not arrivedata
full perfwafion of Chriftianity,
he would never employ  his
Wit morc to run it down, or
to corrupt others.

- Of
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Of which T have {ince a
further aflurance, from a Per-
fon of Quality, who converfed

much with him, the laft year °

of hislife ; to whom he would
often fay, That he was happy,
if he did believe, and thac he
would never endeavour to
draw him from 1t.

Toall this I Anfwered, That
a Vertuous Life would be very
uncafic to him, unlefs Vicious
Inclinations were removed: It
would otherwifc be a perpetual
conftraint.  Nor could 1t be
cffected wichout an mward
Principle to change him: and
that was only to be had by ap-
plying himfclt to God for 1c
m freuent and carneft Pray-
crs : And I was fure if his Mind
were once cleared of thefe Dif-
orders, and cured of thofe

Diftem-

R
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any Death of John &, of Rochefter. 554

Diftempers,which Vice brought
onit, fo great an Underftand-
ing would fcon fec through
all thofc flights of Wit, that do
fced Acheifm and Irreligion:
which have a falfe glittering in
them, that dazles fomc weak
fighted Minds, who have not
capacity cnough to penctrate
furcher than the Surfaces of

- things: and fo they ftick in
« thefe Toyls, which the ftrength

¢ of his Mind would foon break
- thorough, if it werc once freed
- from thofe things that deprefled
+ and darkened it.

At this pafs he was when he

+ went from London , about the
. beginning of  April: He had
- mot been long inthe Countr

4 when he thought he was f();

4 well, that being to go to his
i Eftate 1 Somerfet/bire he rode
f thither
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_thither Poft. This heat and § Body he fuffered extream pain,

violent motion did fo inflame fj for fome weeks, Yet the Ago-

an Ulcer, that was in his Blad- §j nies of his Mind fomctimes

der, that it raifed a very great A fwallowed up the fenfc of what
pain in thofc parts - Yet hC zf hC fclt in hiS Body. HC told
wich much difficulty came jj Mo and gave 1tme in charge,
back by Coach to the Lodge f} t© tell 1t to onc for whom he
at Woodftock-Park, He wasthen | Was much concern'd , that
wounded both in Body and # though there were nothing to

Mind : He underftood Phyfick f} come after this life, Yet all the

and his own Conttitution and || Pleafures he had ever known n

Diftemper fo well, that he con- | Sin, were not worth chat torture
cluded he could hardly reco- | he had fele in his Mind:He confi-

ver: For the Ulcer broke and 3 dered he had not only neglected
vaft quantitics of purulent mat- § and difhonoured, but had open-

ter paft wich his Urine.  But g ly defied his Maker, and had
now the hand of God touched '] drawn many others into the
him, and as he told me, It was | like Impietics : So that he look-
not only a gencral dark Me- / ed on himfelf as one that was
lancholy over his Mind, fuch jm great danger of being
ashe had formerly fele 5 but a damn’d. He then fec himfelf
moft penctrating cutting Sor- | wholly to turnto God unfeign-

tow. So thac though in his Jedly, and to do all that was
Body K poflible
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poffible in that little remainder

. of his life which was before

portions of it, that he had for-
merly fo ill employed. The
Minifter that

fince his death Preached, ac-§
cording to the Directions hc
reccived from him, his Funeral

Sermon: in which there arefof
many remarkable Paffages, that§
I thall refer my Reader to them,§
and will repeat none of themg
here, that I may not thereb

lefien his defire to edifie limfelf f

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 13y

thing, but that which T had

| immediately from himfelf: He
him, to redeem thofe great[§

wasvificed every Wecek of his

Yficknefs by his Diocefan, that

A cruly Primitive Prelate,the Lord
¢ attended  con-f Bifhop of Oxford ; who though
ftantly on him, was that good d he lived fix mules from him, yet

and worthy man Mr. Parfons,§looked on thisas o imi)ortant

his Mothers Chaplain,who hath §

£

a piece of his Paftoral Care,
that he went often to him; and

{trcated him with that decent
{ plainnefsand freedom which is
{0 natural to him ; and took
fl carc alfo that he might not on
il tcrms more cafie than fafe, -be
i at peace with himfclf. Dr. Mar-
§/bal the Learned and Worthy
A Rector of Lincolu-Colledge 1n

by that cxcellent Difcourfe ,§ Oxford , being the Minifter of

which has given fo greatand foff che Parifh, was alfo frequently

general a fatsfaction to  allj
good and judicious Readers. 13

fhall fpeak curforily of every]
thing, §

4 with him : and by thefe helps

he was fo directed and fupport-

¢d, that he might not on the

K 2

onc
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onc hand fatsfic himfelf wich

too fuperficial a Repentance, §
ngron the other hand be out §

of meafure opprefled with a
Sorrow without hope. Asf{oon

very welcome to him : but not

me, he dictated cevery word, §
I was once §
unwilling to have publifh'd it, § that I fball write Ton a Let-
becaufe of a Complement 1n it

to my fcIf, farabove my merit, § J begin o value Church-men

| above all men in the World,
1 &c.  If God be yer pleafed
But K

and then figned 1c.

and not very well fuiting with
his Condition,

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 133

But the fenfe he  exprefles
in it of thc Change then
wrought on him, hath upon

 fccond thoughts prevail’d wich
_ mf me to publith it, leaving ouc
as I heard he was ill, but yee inff what concerns my felf.
fuch a condition that I might g
write to him, Iwrotc a Letter §
to the beft purpofe I could. §
He ordered one that was then
with him, to aflure¢ me 1t wasj | . .
| fune 25. 1680. Oxfordfbire.
fatisfied with that, he fent mc §
an Anfwer, which, as the Coun- §

tefs of Rochefter his Mother told MT Spirits and Body de-

W oodftock-Park,

My moft Honowr’d Dy, Burnctt,

cay [0 equally together,

ter asweak as Lam in perfon.
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to fpare me louger in this } Promife that He bath been
World, I bope in your Con- Pleaﬁ:dtomak_e, That at what
verfation to be exaltedto that{ time foever a Sinner doth
degree of Piety, that thelg Repent, He would recetve
World may fee how wmuchfl him. Put up thefe Prayers,
I abbor wbar I fo longQ] moit dear Dottor, to Almigbty
loved, and bow much I glory§ God for your most Obedient

b
&

in Repentance, and in Godsyy and Langwifbing Servant.
Service.  BeStow your ‘Pray-;
ers upon me, that God would|] R ochefter.

are me (if it be bis good};
@Vill) to /(]75?7 a true Réen— ’E
tance and Amendment of lifel]
or thetime to come: Or elfe’;
if the Lord pleafeth to put an':
end 10 my worldly being now, )
that He would mercifully ac- §
cept of my Dearh-bed Re- 4§
pentance , and perform that |

Promif
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He told me when I faw him,
That he hoped I'would cone to

him upon that general Infinua-

tion of the defire he had of my
Company ; and he was loth to
wrtic more plamly : not know-
ing whether I could eafily
fparc {fo much tme. . I told
him, That on the other hand,
Ilooked on it as a prefumption
to come{o far, when he was in
fuchexcellent hands;and though
perhaps the freedom formerly
between us, mighe have excufed
it with thofc to whom 1t was
known ; yct it mighe have the
appearance of fo much Vanity,
to fuchas were ftrangers to it s
So that till T received his Letter,
I did not think it convenicnt to
come to lim : And then not
hearing that  there was any
danger of a fudden change, T

| delayed

¢
4
&
<Y
3
X
1
0
s
K
}
o

4

E@i
g
i

29

i,
"

2

ST

-

3

5

s

i

'
i3

E and raved 5 but Opiates being

4.

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter.

delayed going to him ull the
Twenticth of Fuly. At my
coming to his Houfe an accr-
dent fell out not worth men-
tioning , but thac fome have
made a ftory of 1. His Ser-
vant being a French=man caxried
up my Name wrong, {o that he

137

miftook it for another, who -

had fent to him, that he would
undertake his Cure, and he bc—
ing refolved not to meddle with
him, did not carcto fee him:

This miftake lafted fome hours,

with which I was the beteer con-
tented, becaufc he was not then
in fuch a condition, that my
being about him could have
been of any ufe to him: for thar
Night was like to have been his
lat, He had a Convalfion-Fit,

given him, after fome hours
reft,
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reft, his raving left him fo en-
tirely, that 1t never again re-
turned to him.

I cannot cafily exprefs the §
Tranfport he was in, when he
awoke and faw me by him: He §

brake out in the tendereft Ex-
preffions concerning my kind-

nefs in coming fo far to fee fuch |
a One, ufing terms of great f:
abhorrence concerning himfelf, |
He |
told me, as his ftrength ferved |
him at feveral fnatches, for he Fi
was then fo low, that he could
not hold up difcourfe long at
once, what fenfe he had of his
patt life; what fad apprehen- {;
fion for having fo offended his &
Maker, and dithonoured his
Redeemer: What Horrours he {f
had gone through, and how

which I forbear to relate.

much his Mind was turned ;ﬁ
C

and Death of John &, of Rochelter.

callon God, and on his Cruci-
fied Saviour : So that he hoped
he fhould obtain Mercy, for
he believed he had fincercly re-
pented 5 and had now a calm
in his Mind after that ftorm
that he had beenin for fome
Wecks. He had ftrong Ap-
rrchcnﬁons and Perfwafions of
s admittance to Heaven : of
which he fpake once not with-
out fome cxtraordinary Emoti-
on. It was indced the only
time that he fpake with any
great warmth to me: For his
Spirits were then low, and fo
far fpent, that though thofe
about him told me, He had ex-
prefled formerly great fervor
in his Devotions Yet Nature
was fo much funk, chat thefc
were 1n a great meafure fallen
oft. But he made m¢ pray

| often

139
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often with him; and fpoke of
his Converfion to God as a
thing now grownup inhim to

afcded and cglm ferenity. He §

was Very ansious to know my

Opinion of a Death-Bed Re-

Fcnmncc. I told him, That
)

ctore I gave any Refolution in
that, 1t would be convenient
that T fhould be acquainted
more particularly wich the Cir-
cumitances and Progrefs of his

Repentance.

Upon this he fatisAed mein 1

He faid, He

many particulars.

was now perfwaded both of A
the ceuth of Chriftianity, and
of the power of inward Grace, 1§
of which he gave me this 3

He fad,

ftrangc account.
Mr. Parfons in order to his Con-
viction, read to lum the 53.
Chapter of the Prophefic of
| Ifaial,

and Death of John &, ofRochefter. ;41

Ifaiah, and compared that with
the Hiftory of our Saviour’s
Paflion, that he mightthere fec
a Prophefie concerning it, wric-
ten many Ages beforc it was
donec; which the Fews that
blafphemed Jefus Chrift il
kepe in their hands, asa Book
divincly nfpired. He faid to
me, That as he heard it read, he

felt an inward force upon him,

which did fo enlighten his Mind,
and convince him, that be could
refift it no Jonger : For the words
had an authority which did fhoot
like Raies or Beams in his Mind 5
So that he was not only convinced
by the Reafonings he had about
it, which fatisfied his Underfland-
ing, but by a power which did fo
effeCtually confirain him, that he
did ever after as firmly believe in
his Saviouwr , as if he had feen

him
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him inthe Clouds. He had made
it be read fo often to him, chat
he had got 1 by heart: and
went through a great part of it
iDifcourfe wich me,wich a fort
of heavenly Pleafure, giving
me his RefleCtionson it.  Some
few I remember, Who hath be-
lieved our Report 2 Here, he faid,
was foretold the Oppofition the
Gofpel was to meet with from fuch
Wretches as he was.

Form nor Comlinefs, and when we §
Jhall [ee Him, there is no beauty
that we [bould defire him. :
this hefaid, 7he meannefs of his

appearance and Perfon has made ] ftrumental in procuring it, as

vain and foolifb people difparage ']
Him, becaufe he came not in fuch '}
@ Fools-Coat as they delight in. 3
What he faid on the other parts
I do not well remember: and |
indeed I was fo affected with |

what

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. § 43

what he faid then to me, that

| the general tranfport I was un-
{ der during the whole Difcourfe,
! made me lefs capable to re-
| member thefc Particulars, as I
! withIhad done.

He told me, That he had

| thereupon received the Sacra-
| ment with great fausfaction,
{ and that was encreafed by the -

[i pleafurc he had n his Ladies
He hath no. |

recciving 1t with him: who
had been for fome years mifled

¥ into the Communion of the

On ¥ Church of Rome, and he him-

felf had been not a lictle In-

he frecly acknowledged. So
that it wasone of the joyfulleft
things that befel him in his
Sicknefs, that he had feen” thae
Mifchief removed, in which he
had fo greac a Hand: and

. during
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during his whole Sicknefs, he §
exprefled fo much  tendernefs §
and true kindnefs to his Lady,
that as it cafily defaced the f

the mott paflionate care and

concern for him that was pof- |
{ible: which indeed deferves a |3 harpedt Fies he was under while
higher Character than is decent [3 T was with him; He faid, He

to give of a Perfon yer alive,

courfc to the Dead.
come all his Refenements to all §

will to no Perfon, nor hated -

any upon perfonal accounts. i

i

the World; So that he bore ill ?

2

He had givena truc ftate of his 3
chts, and had ordcrcd to pay ; or 'liVC, yec llC Wiﬂlcd mthcr to
them all, as far as his Eftate [§ dic. He knew he could never
that was not fetled, could go: § be fo well, that Lt thould be

and

| anp Death of John &, of Rochefter. 14¢

and was confident thac 1t all
that was owing to him were
paid to his Exccurtors, his Cre-
ditors would be all favisficd. He

remembrance of every thing f| fud, He found lns Mind now
wherein he had been 1 faule i pofiefied wich another fenfe of

tormerly, fo it drew from her |

things, than ever he had for-
merly : He did not repine under

{ all his pain, andin onc of the

i did willingly {ubmit 5 and look-
i ing up to Heaven, faid, God'’s

!

Buc I fhall confine my Dif- |
W holy Will be done, I blefs Him for
He told me, He had over- all He does to me, Hc profcﬂ&d

he was contented cicher to die
or live, as thould pleale God:
And though 1t was a foolifh
thing for a manto pretend to
choofe, Whether he would die

L

com-
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comfortable t(j him. He was i
confident he thould be happy if};

he died, bue he feared 1t he
lived he mighe Relapfe: And
then fud he to me, Inwhat a

after all this 2 Buat, he faid, he
trufted in the Grace and Goodnels
of God, and was refolved to avoid
all thofe Temptations, that Courfe
of Life, and Company, that was
Jikely to infnare him : and he
defired to live on no other ac-

4
{

i
i}

change of his Manners fome way

take off the bigh Scandal his for-

k:

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 4%

concerning him, thar ruehe be
a mean to reclaim others. 7oy

1 ing God, that as his life bad y.c
L much huwrt, fo his death might do
i fome good.

condition Jball I be, if I Relapfe)’ '

Having underftood all thefe

i things from him, and being
{ prefled to give lum my Opinion

plainly about his Eternal Srace;

'] told lim, That thoueh the

Promifes of the Gofpel did all
depend upon a real change of

jHeart and Life, as the ndifpen-
count, but that he might by the:fable conditicn upon which

ythey were made; and thar it

was fcarce po;”ﬁblc to know cer-

mer Bebaviouwr bad given.  All jrainly whether our Hearts are

thefc things at feveral ames |
had from him, befides fome
Meflages which very well be-,

R
i

3

changed, unlefs 1t appeared 1n
our lives; and the Repenonee

jof moft dyng men, ixeing like
came a dying Penitent to fome fthe howlings of condemned

of his former Friends, and a§

i

Prifoners for Pardon, wiih

Charge to publith any thing§flowed from no fenfe of cheis
con-

LTS,

L2
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Crimes, but from the horrour

of approaching Death 3 therc|:

was leele rcafon to encourage

any to hope much from fuch|.
Sorrowings : Yet certainly if chef!
Mind of a Smncer, cven on af;
Death-Bed, be truly renewed|: .
and wrned to God, fo great i the laft Thoughts or Words of
His Mercey, that He will receive|:
him, even n that exeremuey. |
He faid, He was fure his Mind was|
entively turned, aid though Hor-),
rour had given him  bis firft]:
awaking, yet that was now grown|®

up into a fetled Faith and Con-t,
! J "_‘ furcs of Sin and Infidchicy, that

verfion.
There 15 but onc prejudice .

lies againtt all dhis, to dcfcat\

the <rood Ends of Divine Pro-¢
s: 7

vxdmcc by it upon others, ash Conviction. That this Lord

well as on himfelf: and chat

is that 1t was a parc of his;

Difeafe, and chat the lownefs of B

Jus §

K]

anu Death of John &, of Rochefter.

1 his Spmts made fuchan altera-
tion 1 him, that he was not

1 what he had formerly been:

{and this fome have carried {o

! far asto fay, Thathe died mad:
Thefc Reports arc raifed by
thofc who arc unwilling chat

“a Perfon, cvery way {o exera-
- ordinary , fhould have any cf-
i fect cither on themfelves or
others: And it is to be fear'd,
that fome may have fo far
- feared cheir Confciences, and
. exceeded  the common Mea-

nc1thc1 this Teftimony, nor one
coming from the Dcad would
ﬁgmﬁc much towards their

¢ was cither mad or {tupid, 15 a
! thmg {fo notorioufly untruc,
i that 1cis the greateft Impudence

L 3 10):
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for any that were about him, |2
to Report it; and a very un-|;
geafonable Credality in others|;
o believe it All the while 1j;
was with him, after he had flept:
our the diforders of the Tt llm

was in the firlt Night, he was|
not only wichout Ravings; but
had aclearnefs in his Thoughs !
i jus Memory, in his refleét
ons on Things and Perfons, far -
beyond what T ever faw ma
berton fo low in his frrengeh.
t-ic was not able to hold out.
long 1 Difcourfe, for his Spi
cits tailed s bur once for half an'
hore, and often for a quarter of :
anchour, after he awakened, he

had a Vivacity in his Difcourfe
Jvi was cxcraordinary, and m
b ngs bhelumiclt, He cal-
L4 ofien for his Children, his
Luil thig LGV tarl of Rochefter;.

alyﬂ“

P

and his threc Daughters, and
fpake to them with afenfe and
fecling that cannot be exprefied
in Writing. He called me once
to look on themeall, and fud,
See how Good God has been to me,
in giving me fomany Bleffings,and
[ have carried my [elf to Him like
an wzgmc‘iou/s and  unthanl ful
Dog. Hc once talked a greac
deal to me of Publick Atffairs,
and of many Perfons and chings,
with the fame clearnefs of
thought and expreflion, that he
had c¢ver done before.  So that
by no fign, but his Weaknefs ot
Body , and giving ovcr Dif-
coutfe fo foon, could [perceive

1 difference berween whae his

Parts formerly were, and what

they werc then.
And that wherein the pre-
fence of lis Mind appeared
L 4 MOk,
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moft, was in the total change
ofan 1l habic grown fo much
upon him, that he could hardly
govern himfelf, when he was
any ways heated, three Minueces
without falling nto 1ty IT'mean
Swearing.  He had  acknow-
ledged to me the former Win-
ter, that he abhorred it as a bafe
and indecent thing , and Fad
fee limfelt much to break 1t
off': but he conferied that he
was fo over-powcr'd by thac il]

Cuftom, that he could not i
{peak wich any warmeh, with- %

out repeated Oaths , which,
upon any fort ot provocaton,
came  almoft naturally from

him: But in his laft Remorfes |
this did o fenfibly aftect lum,
that by a refolite and conftant

wacchtuloets, the habie of 1t
was perfectlv matter'd ;. So thar
upon

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. 13

upon the returns of painwhich
were very fevere and frequent
upon him, the laft day Twas
with him; or upon fuch dif=
pleafures as people fick or
painare ape to take of a fudden
at thoft about them s On all
thefe Occafions he never fwore
an Oath all the wlile T was
there.

Once he was offended wich
the dday of one that he
thought made not hatt enough,
with fomewhat he called for,
and faid i a hede heat, 7har
damned Fellow: Soon after 1
told him, 1 was glad to find his
Style fo reformed, and chat he
liad fo endrely overcome that
ill habit of Swearing ; Only that
word of calling any dawmed,
which had returned upon him,
was not decent,  Flis Anfwer

Was,
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was, Ohthat Language of Fiends |

which was fo familiar to me,hangs
yet about me : Sure none has de-

ferved more to be damned than I |

have done. And after he had

humbly asked God Pardon for

it, he defired me to call the
Perfon to him, that he might
ask lim forgivenefs: but I told

him that was needlefs, for he |

had fud 1t of onc that did not
hear it, and fo could not be of-

fended by it.

In this difpofition of Mind
did he continuc all thewhile I |
was with him, four days toge-
ther 5 Hewas then brought fo §
low thatall hope of Recovery |

was gone.

with fome pain ; But one day

with uncsprefible corment : |

et

Much purulent §
matter came from him with his
Urine, which he pafled always |

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. ;¢

Yet hebore it decently, without
breaking out into Repinings, or
impatient  Complaints.  He
imagined he had a Stone in his
Paflage, but 1t being fearched,
none was found. The whole
fubftance of his Body was
drained by the Ulcer, and no-
thing was lefe bue Skin and
Bone: and by lying much on
his Back, the pares there began
to mortific. But he had been
formerly folow, that he feemed
as much paft all hopesof lite as

now ; which made Inm one
Morning after a full and fwect
Nights reft procurcd by Law-
danin, given Gim without lis
knowledge, to fancy 1t was an
cffore of NWarure, and to bepin
to cotercdin fome hopes of Re-
covery: For hic fud, ol
himfelf pestostly weil, wod Doe

b
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had nothing ailing hum, but an
extream weaknefs,which mighe
go off in time: and then he
entertained me wich theScheme
he had laid down for the reft
of his litc, how retired, how
ftrict, and how ftudious he -
tendled to be: Butchis wasfoon
over, for he quickly fele thatie
was only che cffect of a good
fleep, and that he was fhill in a
very defperace ftace.

I thought to have left him
on Friday, but not without
fome Patlion, he defired me to
ftay that day : therc appeared
no fymptome of prefent death s
and a Worthy Phyfitian then
with him, told me, That though
he was fo low chat an accident
might carrv Jum away on a
{fuddain; Yeo wichout thae, he
thought he nught live yee

fome

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 157

fomc Weeks,  So on Saturday
at Four of the Clock 1n the
Morning 1 left him, being the
24thof Fuly. ButI durlt noc
take lcave of him; for+he had
exprefled fo great an unwilling-
nefs to pare wich me the'day
before, that if T had not pre-
fently yiclded to one days ftay,
it was like to have given him
fomc trouble, thercfore 1
thought it better to leave him
without any Formality. Somc
hours after he asked for muc,
and when it wastold him, Twas
gong, hefeem’d to be troubled,
and fad, Has my Friend left me,
then I fball die fbortly.  After
that he fpake but once or
twice tll he died: He lay
much filent: Once they heard
him praying very devoutly.,

And
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And on Mondzy about Two |
of the Clock 1n the Morning,
he died , without any Convul- | THE CONCL@SIOM
fion, or fo much asa groan. *
Hus he lived, and thus
, he died in the Threcand
- and Thirtieth Year of Ins Age.
" Nature had fitted him  for
- great chings, and his Know-
- ledge and Obfervation quali-
- fy’d him to have been one of
the moft extraordinary Men,
| notonly of his Naton, but of
~ the Age helived m5 And T do
- venly believe, that if God had
- thought fit to have continued
. him longer n the World, he
. had been the Wonder and De-
- light ofall that knew him. Bue

the mfinieely Wife God knew
better what was fic for him,
i and  what the Age defured.
For men who have fo catt o}f{f

al
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all fenfe of God and Religion,
deferve not fo fignal a Blef-
{ing, as the Example and Con-

haps  too

Frailey.  Now heis acreft,and

[ am very confident enjoys the |
Fruits of his lace, but fincere Re- | but
" Mighty Hand, and as he ufed

pentance.  But fucl_l as live,and
till go on in cheir Sinsand Im-
pictics, and will not be awaken-
ed neicher by chis, nor the other

Yars, are, it feems, gwvenup by
God to a judicial Hardnefs and
Impenitency.

and Death of John &, Of .Rocheﬂer. 161

Here is a publick Inftance of
Onc who lived of their Side,
but could notdic of it: And

viction which che rett of his | though none of all our Liber-

life might have given them. [ tes underftood beteer than
And I amape tothink thacche |

Divine Goodnefs took pity on | had more ftudied every thing

him, and feeing the finceriey of |
his Repentance, would oy and | clifted all -
ventare him no more in Cir- [} termal means of  Conviclion
cumttances of Temptation, per- | than he had donc; Yer when
hard for Humane |/

he, the fecret Myfterics of Sin,

that could fupport a man in i,
and had more rvefifted all ex-

the hand of God wwardly

. touched him, he could no

1

|

!
i
f
]
\
i

§
!
3
i

HCL‘\?

longer kick againft thofe Pricks,
but humbled himfelf under that

often tofay in his Prayers, He
who had fo often denied Him,
found then no other Shelter, but

Allarms chac arc about thei | Ais Mercies and Compafions.

I have written this Account

i withall the tendernefsand caut-
! onl couldufe,and in whatfocver

M I'may




162

Some Paflages of the Life
I may have failed, I have been

ftrict in the truth of what I |

have related, remembring that
ot Job, Will ye lie for God ¢ Re-
ligion has Strength and  Evi-
dence cnough m e felf; and
nceds no Support from Lyes,
and made Storics. I do not
pretend to have given the for-
mal words that he fad, though
I have done that where I could
remember chem. Bue I have
written this with the fame Sin-
ceriey, that I would have done,
had I known I had beento die
immediacelv ateer T had finithed

i, 1 did not take Notes of |

our Difcourfes Jalt Winter af-
ter we parted 5 fo I may have
perhaps m the fecting out of
my Anfwers to him, have cn-
larged on feveral dhings both
more fully and more regularly,

than

ant Death of John &, of Rochelter, 18 3

than I could fay them i fuch
frec Difcourfes as we had. I
am not fo furc of all Ifet down
as faid by me,.as I am of all
faid by him to me.  But ycs

the fubftance of the greac-
©clt part, even of that, 1s the
. fame. :

It remamns that I humbly

. and carncltly befeech all chat
- fhall take chis Book i thicie
" hands, that they will confider
it entirely : and not wrett fome

pares toan il incention.  God,
the Searcher of Hearts, knows

- with what Fidelicy T have wrie

it: . But if any will drink up

~only the Poifon that may be in
~1t, without taking alfo the An-

tidote here given to thofe ill

* Principles; or confidering the
i fenfe thac this great Perfon had
| of them, when he reflected

M 2 feri-
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ferioufly on them ; and will ra-
ther confirm themfelves in their
ill ways, by the Scruples and
Objections which I fet down,
than be cdified by the other
partsof 1t5 Asl will look on 1t
as a great Infelicity , that 1
fhould have faid any thing that

may ftrengthen them in their |

Impictics; So the fmcerity [ knowledge a wife man oughe

, | to ufe 1 things of greatcit
not, cxcufec me at his hands, to |

of my Intentions will, T doubt

whom I offer up this fmall Ser-
vice.

I have now performed, mn |

the beft manner I could, what

was left on me by this Noble |
Lord, and have done with the |,
part of an Hiftorian. I fhall in §
the next place fay fomewhat as |
a Divine.  So cxtraordinary a
Text does almoft force a Ser- |

mon, though it is plain enough

10§

and Death of John &, 'of Rochefter. 165

it felf, and fpeaks with fo loud
a Voice, that thofe who arcnot
awakened by it, will perhaps
confider nothing that I canfay.
If our Libertines will become
fo far fober asto examinc their
former Courfc of Life, with
that difingagement and impar-
tiality, which they muft ac-

Confequence, and ballancethe
Account of what they have got
by their Debaucheries, with the
Mifchiefs they have broughe
on themfelves and others by
them, they will {oon fec what
a mad Bargain they have made.
Some Diverfion, Mirth, and
Pleafure is all they can promife
themfelves 5 but to obtain this,
how many Evils arc they to
fuffer } how have many wafted

M3 their
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their ftrengtl, "brought many

Difeafes on their Bodies, and
precipicated  their Age 1n the
purfuir of thofe things® and as
they vring old Age carly on
themtclves, fo itbecomes a mi-
{eravle ftace of hife to the great-
cit pare of themys Gouts, Stran-
zuries, and other Infirmities, be-
ing fevere Reckonings for their
pait Follies 5 not to mention
the more loathfome Difeafes,
with their no lefs loathfome
and troublefome Cures, which
they mutt often go through,
who dchver dhemfelves up to
forbidden Pleafurc.  Many arc
(,l1§hgufd befide, wich the marks
of their  Incemperance  and
Lewdiets, and which is yee fad-
der, an Infection is derived of-
tentinies on cherr Innocent, but

unhappy Iflue, who being de-

{cended

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. | {6 7

fecended from fo vitated an
Original, fuffer for their Excef-
{cs. Their Fortunes arc pro-
fufely wafted, both by their
neglect of their Affarrs, they
bemng fo buried n Vice, that
they cannot employ cicher their
Time or Spirits, fo much cx-
haufted by Intemperance, to
confidér them; and by that
Prodigal Expence which dhieir
Lufls put them upon. They
fuffer no lefs 1n cher Credi,
the chief mean to recover an
intangled Eftate 5 for that irre-
gular Expence forceth them to
fo many mecan fhitts, makes
them fo often falfc to all thew
Promifcs and Refolutions, that
they muft needs feel how much
they have loft, thac which a
Gentleraan, and Men of inge-
nuous tempers do fometimes

M 4 pre-
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prefer even to life 1¢ felf, their
Honour and Reputation.  Nor
do they fuffer lefs in the Nobler
powers of their Minds, which,
by a long courfc of fuch diffo-
lute Practices, come to fink
and degenerate fo far, that not
a few, whofe firft Bloffoms gave
the moft promifing Hopes,
havefo wither'd, as to become
mcapable of great and generous
Undereakings, and to be dif-
abled to cvery thing, but to
wallow like Swine in the filth
of Senfuality , their Spirits be-
g diflipated, and their Minds
fo nummed, as to be wholly
unfit for bufinefs, and even in-
difpofed to think,

That this dear price fhould
be paid for a lietle wild Mirch,
or grofs and corporal Pleafure,
is a thing of fuch imparalelled

Folly,

aud Death of John &, of Rochefter. ;g
Folly, thatif there were not too

| many fuch Inftances beforc us,
I 1t might feem incredible.
- all chis we muft add the Hor-
~ rours that their 11l Actions raife
- in them, and the hard fhifes
! they are put to to ftave off
- thefe, eicher by being perpe-
- tually drunk or mad, or by an

To

habitval difufe of thinking and

* reflecting on their  Actions,
- and (if thefe Ares will not per-

fectly quiet them) by taking
Sanctuary in fuch Achciftical
Principles as may at leaft miri-
gate the fowrnefs of their
thoughts , though chey can-
not abfolutely fetele  their
Minds.

If the ftatc of Mankind and
Humane Socicties are confider-
ed, what Mifchicfs can be equal
to thof¢ which follow thefc

Courfes.
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Courfes. Such Perfons are a
Plague where ever they come
they can neither be trufted nor
beloved, having caft oft both
Truth and Goodnefs, which
procurc Confidence and ateract
Love: they corrupt fome by
their il Practices, and do 1rre-
parable Injurics to the reft ; they
tun great Hazards, and  put
themfelves to much trouble,
and all this to do what 1s 1

their powcer to make Damnati-
on as furc to themfelves as

poflibly they can. What In-
flucnce chis has on the whole
Nation 1s but too vifible; How
the Bonds of Naturc, Wedlock,
and all other Relations arc
quite broken. Vertues thoughe
an Antick Picce of Formality,
and Rcligion the cffeét of
Cowardifc or Knavery Thefe

arg¢

.

and Death of John &, of Rochefter. 1,y

are the Men that would Re-
form the World, by bringing
it under a new Syftem of In-

- tellectual and Moral Principles,
. but bate them a few bold and
- lewd Jefts, what have they cver

done, or defigned to do, to

- make them be remembred, ex-

cept it be wich deteftztion 2
They are the Scorn of the pre-

~ fene Age, and their Names muft

rot i the next. Here they
have before tchem an Inftance

~of onc who was deeply cor-

rupted with the Contagion
which he fieft derived from
Others,but unhappily heighten-
cd it much himfelt.  He was
a Mafter indeed, and not a bare
crifler with Wi, as fome of
thefe are who repeat, and that
but feurvily , what they may
have heard from  him or fome

othets,
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others, and with Impudence
and Laughter will face the
World down, asif they were
to tcach it Wifdom 5 who, God
knows, cannot follow one
Thought a ftep further than as
they have conned it ; and take
from them their borrow’d Wit
and their mimical Humour,
and they will prefently appear
what they indeed are, the leaft
and loweit of Men.

If they will, or if they can
think a litcle, I with they would
confider that by their own
Principles, they cannot be fure
that Religion 1s only a Contri-
vance, all they pretend to 1s
only to weaken fome Argu-
ments that arc brought for it :
but they have not Brow enough
to fay, They can prove that

their own Principles are true. ||
S0

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. 173

So that at moft they bring their
Caufe no higher, thanthat 1c
is poflible Religion may not be
true.  But fhill 1 1s poflible 1t

~ may be true, and they have no
~ fhame left that will deny thac
. itis alfo probable i1t may be
- truc;; andif fo, then what mad
. Menare they who run fo great
~ ahazard for nothing? By their

own Confeflion 1t may be there
is a God,a Judgment, and a Lifc

 to come; and if fo, then He

that believes thefe things, and

" lives according to them, as he
~ enjoys a long courfcof Health

and quict of Mind, an mnnocent
rellith of many true Pleafures,
and the Sercnities wiich Vertue
raifes in him, with the good

- Will and Friendfhip which it

- procures him from others ; So

when he dies, if thefc chings
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prove Miftakes, he docs. not
out-live his Error, nor fhall it
afterwards raife troubleor dif
quict in him if he then ceafesto
be: But if chefc chings be true,
he fhall be infinitcly happy 1n
that Statc, where his prefent
fmall Scrvices fhall be.fo ex-
ceflively rewarded. The.Ziber-
tines on the other fide, as they
know they muft dic, fo the
thoughts of Dcath muft be
always Mclancholy to them,
they can have no pleafant view
of that which yct they know
cannot be very far from them:
The leaft painful Idea they can
have of 1t is, that it 1s an ex-
tinction and ceafing to be, but
they arc not fure even of that.
Some fecree Whifpers within
make them, whether they will

or not, tremble at the Appre-
henfions

ant Death of John &, of Rochefter. 75

henfions of another State s nei-
ther their Tinfcl-Wit, nor fi-
perficial Learning , nor their
impotent  Affaules  upon the
weak fidc as they think of Reli-
gion, nor the boldeft Notions
of Impiety, will hold them up
then.  Of all which Inow pre-
fent fo lively an Inflance, as
perhaps Hiftory can fcarce pa-
rallel.

Here were parts fo cxalted
by Nature, and improved by
Study , "and yet fo corrupted
and debafed b{r Irreligion and

. Vice, that he who was made to
' be one of the Glories of his

Age was become a Proverb,and

- 1f his Repentance had not in-
. terpofed, would have been one
. of the greateft Reproaches of
~1t. He knew well the fiall
. ftrength of that weak Caufe,

and
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and at firft defpifed, but after-
wards abhorrccf it. He felethe
Mifchicfs, and faw the madnefs
of it; and therefore though he
lived to the fcandal of many,
he died as much to the Edifi
cation of all thofe who faw
him ; and becaufe they werc
but a fmall number, he defired
that he might even when dead
yet fpeak.  Hewas willing no-
thing fhould be concealed that

might catt Reproach on him-
felf. and on Sin, and offer up
Glory to God and Recligon.
So that though he lived a
hainous Sinner, yet he died a
moft cxcnz{)lary Penitent.

It would bea vain and Ridi-
culous Infcrence, for any from
hence to  draw  Arguments
about the abftrufc Secrets of
Predeftination 5 and to con-

clude

25,

and Death of John &, of Rockiefter, -
b 1y

clude that if they are of the
numbcr of the Elect, they ma);
liye as they will, and chac Di-
vine Grace will at fome tine
or other violently conftrain
them, and irrefiftably  work
upon them. But as St. Pax/
was called to that Eminent Ser-
vice for whichi he was appoint-
cd, 1 fo ftupendious a manner,

as 1s no warrant for others to
expect fuch a Vocation; So if
upon fome fignal Occafions
. fuch  Converfions fall out

 which, how far they are fhort
| of Miracles, I fhall not detey-
fmine, Itis not only a vain but

- a pernicious Imagination, for

~any to go onin their ill ways
;upon a fond Conceit and Ex-
+ pectation chat the like will befal
them: For whatfoever Gods
-extraordinary  dealings  witly

.‘ N fome
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fome may be, We are fure His
common way of Working is
by offering thefe things to our

rational Faculties, which, by the |

alitances ot His Grace, 1f we

improve them all we car, fhall

be certainly eftectual for our
Reformation 5 and 1if we neg-
lect orabufe thefe, We putour
fuves beyoud the common
Mcthods of Gods Iver.y, and
have no reafoin to cxpect that

Q

S D ” ‘ ’ X "
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And I hope that thofe who
have had fome fharp Reflecti-

ons on their paft Ligc, {o asto
be refolved to forfake their ill

. Courfes, will not takethe leaft

Wonders thould be wrought §
for our Conviction ; which |

though they fomctimes  hap-
pen, that they may givean cf-

fectual Allarm for cheawaking |

of others, yet 1t would deltroy
the whole detign ot Religion,

if men fhould f_{cpcnd Lpoin ot
look for fucii an extrdordmary
and fercible Uperation of Gueis B

Crace,

encouragement to themfelves

i 1nchat defperate and unreafon-
- able Refolution of putting off
- their Repentance all they can
. fin no longer, from the hopes 1

have exprefsd of dus Lords

' obtaining Mercy at the laft

and from thence prefume that
they alfo fhall be reccived, when

o they turn to God on their
- Death-Beds: For what Mercy

focver God may fthew to fuch

: as really were never inwardly
. touched before that time 5 Yer

;

Asz \

there 15 no reafon to chink chat
thofc who have deale fo difinr

guoully withGod and their own
Souls, as defignedly to put off

\ N 2 thei
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their turning to Him , upon
fuch Confiderations, thould be
chen aceepted wich Him. They
may dic fuddenly, or by a
Difcafc that may fo diforder
their Underftandings, chat they

fhall not be 1 any capacity of |
Reflecting on cheir paft Lives. |
The mward Converfion of our
Mmds 1s not fo m our power,
that 1t can be effected without
Divine Grace afhiting.

And
there 15 no reafon for thofe
who have neglected thefe Af-
(ittances all their Lives, to ex-

pect them m fo extraordinary |
r Dea Nor |
can ong, cfpectally n a Sick- f

nunner at their Death.

nefs , that s qufck and crr-

tical, be able to do thofc
things that are often ndifpen- |
fably necetlary to make his

Repentance  compleat @ And

cven B

anv Death of John &, of Rochefter. (g

. cven in a longer Difeafe, 1

~ which there are larger Oppor-
' wunitics for thefe chings; Yet
" there isgreat Reafon to doubt
~of a Repentance begun  and
* kepe up meerly by Terrour, and

pot from any ingenuous Prin-
ciple.  In which, though I'will
not take on me to hmic the
Mercics of God, which arc
boundlefs 5 Yer this muft be

- confefled, that to delay Repen-

tance, with fuch a defign, 1s to
put the greateft Concernment
we have upon the moft dange-
rous and defperate Iflue thac 1
pofible.

But they that will thill go on
in their Sms, and be fo partial
to themaas to ufe all endeavours
to ftrengthen chemfelves 1
their cvil Coutfe, cvenby thefe
very things which the Provi-

N 3 dence
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dence of God fets before them,

for the cafting down of theft
ftrong holds of Sin: Whatis to
be fud to fuch ? itis to be fear-
cd, thae if chey obftinately per-
fift, they will by degrees come
within that Curfe, He thar is
Unjuft, let bim be Unjuft flill :
d?{{/ he that is Filthy, let him be
Filthy flill. ~ But if our Gofpel
s hid, it is hid to them that are
loft, in whom the god of thisWorld
hathy blinded the Minds of them
which believe not, leaft the Light
of the Glorious Gofpel of Chrift
who is the Image of God, ]bou/a,’
[bine unto them.
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