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o TO THE
RIGHT HONOURABLE

Charles,

Earl of Dorfet and Midd/e-
fex, Baron Backbm*ﬁ, and
14 Chamberlain of their
Majefties Houfhold,Kt.
of the Moft Noble Or-
der of the Garter, Lord
Licutenantof Suffex,and
onc of their Majefties
moft Honourable Privy
Councel.

My Lord,

Ontemplation and ~ Action
o 4 have their different Scafons,
o It was atter the defeat of 4ntuny,and
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.
the bufinefs of the World pretty
well over s when Vt'rgtl and Horace
came to be fo-ditinguifh’'d at Courr.
Alexander, who had given fo good
proof of his Judgment by the Ho-
nours pad to the Memory of Ho-
merand of Pmder, found in his time
no beteer Poct than Cherilus. . Cle-
rilus to the great Alexander, was for
Lanreate and Hiftorioarapher.
" When onceagain the bufinefs of
the World is over, Now my Lord,
that the Mrfes Commonweal is be-
come your Province, what may we
not expect 2 This I fay, noc with
intent to apply that of Quutidian on
Angiftus Cafar, Parwm Dits vifum efteffe
ewm Maxonmon Poetarnm : that were a
Common Topick : But becaufe ,
when fonie years ago, I tryed the
Publick with Obfervations concern-
ing the Stage; Itwas principally

“your Countenance that buoy’d me

S up,

A S ——

The Epiftle Dedicatory.

up, and fupported a Righteous
Caufe againft the Prejudice and
Corruption then reigning. - ,
.. Twould not raife up again the
Spiric of the late Princeof Conti ;
His 7Traite contre la Comedie, has by o-
thers been termed b defenfe de L ver-
m. My zcal goesno higher than
the Dorinc of Hwace, and Art-

Jhatle 5 and the Primitive. Fathers of

Dramatick Poct ye If that Pm‘i_ty may
be Allow'd under -a Chriftian Dif-
penfation.

The World, furcly, other Mat-
ters apart, owes much to Cardinal
Richelien, for his Encouragement to
the Belles Lettres,  From thence we
may reckon, that we begin to un-
derftand the Epick Poem by the
‘means of Boffi; and Tragedy by
Monficur Dwier.  The World 15
not agreed which is the Nobler
Poerir:  Plaroand Boffu prefer the

A g fot-
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former 5 Ariffotle and Decier declaye.

for Tragedy. Three, indeed, of
the Epick ( thq two by Hower and
Virgils Eneids ) are reckon'd in the
degrec of Perfection; Buk amengfd
the Tragedics, only the Ocdipus, of
Sophocles,  "That, by Corneille , and
by athers, of a Modern Cut, guans
tuon Mwaws ! bue I already trefpafy
toa leng upon your time, who am,

My Lotd,

Towr ever Bounden Faithful

Humble Servant,

TR oo re—c ™

THE
Contents.

NOW to The Spectatqrs. Twq Sen-
fes ta be pleafed,  The Eye, by sbe Show, and
by the AQkion.  Plays Aﬁed witkout wards.
Wards often bester ont of the way. Inflances
i Shakefpear.  Ben Jobatyn 41d Seneca No-
ted. To the Ear, Pronuciation s o in ll,
The Ssory of Demofthenes. Miftakes in Fudge
ing. Two forts of Fudges. At Athens
Third fort, Fudges upn Oath. In France
Fudges divided abous the Cid. Cardinal Ri-
Cheﬁw againft the Majority. ¢ the Thomas
Morus, weepin% ungwares, Horace Angry
with Shows. The Freuch Opera inconfiftens
with Naeure and Gogd fenfe.  Burlesk, Verfe.
Ae Pavis Chriff's Paflion in Burlesk, A Tra-

edy of Aelchylus.  The defear of Xerxes.
he Swbjelt o and Ogcompmy. How imitased
for owr E’ngliﬂl Stage.  King John of France,
Francis
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Chap. !T(ﬁ hogus keeps the Pose @ Rules.




The Contents.

.. Francis 1. Prifoners.  The Spanith Armado.'.ili;

38. An imitasion,recommended to My. Dyey-
en,

Chap. 2. Tragedy before- Thelpis, A Religions

Worfhip : - Mufick and Dance follow the Cho-
rus . Governmenss care of the Stage , as of
Religion, No Private Perfon to build a Chap-

. pel.  Toung Men not to prefemt Plays, Didaf-

calia, and Tragedy-doQors. Dificulty, Pub-
lick Revenue for Plays. Theatre-money facred.

Endof Poetry. Whar effeét by Aelchylus. Of

+ bis Perlians. Schools for Boys. Stage for Men.

Charatter of Ariftophanes. Opinion of the
Perfian Ambaffador. - The Stare takes aim frons

- bim,  Spares not his Mafter the People,  De-

mocratical Corruption. His Addrefs unimita-

-ble, Comedy afrer him dwindles.  Somewbat
+ like kim amongft the Moderns, Rehearful, Al-

cbymift. Vertuofo, Rabilass.

Endof Poetry with the Romans.  Tragedies by

their Grear Men. Al Tranflation, Numa
Pompilivs, 0ld Romans averfion to Pocery,
32 Lables.  Stage-Plays to remove the Plague.
Never improv’d by them.  The ule hardly known.
Far fhort of 1he Greeks. Horace and Virgil.

- Thesr Condu®.  ‘Terence'’s Complaint, Want-

ed Show. And Action.  Athens the Soil for
Dramatick Poetry. A forreign Plant with the
Romans., 7Twey for the Eye, pleas’d more with

- the
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the ontfide. Their Theatres confiderable , nos
the Tragedies. Hogace’s Reafon.

Chap. 3. The firff Chriftians cry againft Idols ,

Stage-Plays , Pagan Worfhip, -Apofolical Con-
Pitutions.  Greek and Latin Fathers. Tep-
tullian’s Conceipr. Counfels againft Heathen
Learning.  Greek-Wifdom.  St. Hierom ,

- St. Auftin, sheir Sin of Heathen Books. A

Canon  that no Bifhop read an Heathen Book.
Fulians Project. The Cbr:{liam Conntermine,
A Chriftian Homer, Pindar, end Euripides.
Stage-Plays particularly levek'd at.  The fame
beas at this day in the Spanifh Jefuits. Pe-
dro de Guzman againft Stage-Plays ak¥ Buli-
feafts. The Name of Poet a Bugbear at the
Reformation. The Herefie charged on Sing-
Sengs o and Stage-plays. Marot's  Pfalms,
How in vogue ar the French-Court,  Rea-
fons againft Stage-plays.  Laltantius.  The
fame 2000 years ago by Plato. Tragedy,
Homer, Aefchylus. Objecticns by Arifto-
phanes.

Chap, 4:

The Contents. !
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The ‘Contents

Chap. 4. Arifcotle’s gemprat Aufiver
~ Placo a berrer Divife. Noe b’e{z’i :/ff:ﬁ;fr‘
Modern.  God may ufe il infiyuments, T he
fplle Dyeaws The twa Barvgls, Fabloe b¢-
fore Homer. #e of Gad fenfikly.  Plato
Cant.  Metapbore the utmoft we are capable,
o Falles  Alegary.  Celfus ra Origen
. ﬁatﬂ[i the Bible, dllogery, a cure for all
- Homer's Fables from the Bible, The falfe
Pream from the Story of Achab improv'd
by Homer. ~ Averroes of Arabian . Poets,
pouq OX13s.  Particular fermences, Texes
of Seriptwre.  Juno, Job's Wife, SS. in
Vnlgar Tongwe, Euripides y ill Bomen. No

Hame ta the are. Pomp of the T
il amgs by Fefuirs, p of the Theatre. What

Chap. 5. Of Parry in Ttaly.  Arifiotle’s
Works,  Tramontains, Cardival Bibiena
Lvagedy there with Chorus. Strolers. Chri(t’s
on.
Of Poetry in France. Clem. May 3
there, Froceedings ar Law mﬁ%ﬁtbgy Dllg::?
port of their Cafe. Theiy Old Teftament
AQs of the Apoftles, and Chrifp's Paffion,
Banifle from France, Comedy there. T mgc:
dy by Hardy , Corneille, Richilien der
“!.’"J! Koyal.  The Theatre, Caysion that no
Equivoque , nor  ougly againfl  good Mun-

Hers.

Rob. Grofthead.  His

The Contents.

wevs.  Qdore nice than the Pulpit.  Thelr Gal-
lantvy , Verfe, Luangnage ; anfir  for Trape-

dy. “Dramatick, reprefentions banifl)d from
Spain.  Nurfe of Herefie. Farher Guzinin.
Efcobar. ‘

Of Poetry in England.  Britifh, Saxon, Nor-

man , Latin and Provenclal Poetry there.
Richard Ceur de Lion, a Provencial Peer,
Our Monks and Hiftary fulle on that accohnt.
The Gay Science,  Thar and the Albigenles
"Contemporary , and from the fame Countrty.
King Kichard’s Fellow-Peers. ~Jeftty Rudel,
and Conntefs of Tripoly.

Chap. 6. Savery de Mauleon 4 Prowncial Po-

er.  Tefimony of bim, King R 1. His Ver-
fes when Prifoner in Aultela. The Emperor
Prederick Barbarofla.  His Poetry, Ramond
Beringhiet.  Four Daughters, four Queens.
f’r(‘wcncial Poetry. O-

 ther L“'”g‘;;'}" Jrubborn, Cliatcer refin'd onr
Englifb.  Which in perfeflion by Waller, His

Posn on the Navy Royal,beyond alt modern

Poctry in any Language, Befare bin our Poets

better exproffed  ther  thoughts in Latin,

Whence Hoveden might miftake , and bhis

Malice. A Tranflation from Grofthead.

The Harp a Mufick then in fafhion,  Five

Tragedies from Joan Queen of Naples. For-

veiguers all calld Fremch, Plays by the Payifh-

“Clerks

o r—— o,



. Nobleman, to Humanity. Addy
- bad news. In Princes Courts, - Iy Ar]ftopha.
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The Contents.
Clerks of London. What under H. VIII. ou

vifh under Queen Elizabeth. The G o
French much behind-hand with fu. o;'l:gg:g( ,

with s, but a fhadow,

Chap. 7. Othello. More of « pice
. N c' -
dy four pares. Fable , the Ifom pdft’. T réft:
. 5}/1110 s Novels. Othello akered for the morfe
p arriage , abfurd, forbidden by Horace. Fig.
e of Othello, Ufe and Application. Othel-
10’ Love-powder. High-German Doty Ve
wetians odd tafte of things. Their‘";ob;er:
Jools. Employ Strangers. "Hate the Mooys
Charaters. ~ Nothing of the Moor in Othel-
lo, of & Venetian in Defdemona. of a Sol-
dier in Jago.  The Souldiers Charaler . b
Horace. Whar by Shakefpear. : Agarr;ém{’

- Ron. Penetians no fenfe of Felaoufse. Tl s
. .9 4 p ]o
“in Othello, in a Horfe , or Ma/f?;'f, marl:g;gts.’

Jibly expreft, I8 Manners. Outragions 19
¢fs, in telling

nes.' In Rabe,lais. Venctian Sewate, Their

Wifdom,

Chap. 8.

* Sacriledge.” Shakelpear, abufe of Hij

Chap.s; .Rcﬂé&iar;: on the Julius C;i‘far. Meh fa

mows in Hiftory, “L'obe rob’d of their {);ord name,

ory. Con-
tradittion, in the charatter of Brutus. Villon
and Dante, that Hugh Caper from a Butcher.

Preparationin Pogtry..  Strong veafonsin Cathus,
$01 ) ¢4 X

Romdn Senatprs impertinest s the Venetian,
Portia « Defdemona, The fame. parts and
good breeding.  How talk of Buﬁne]{. 1¥hif-
yers. Brutus’s. Tinder-box, Sleepy By, Fid-
dle. Brurus and Caffis, Flat-foot Mimicks.
The Indignity. Laberius. Play of the Incar-
nation. The Madonna’s —Shonting and Bartel.
Strolers in Cornwal.  Rehearfal, law for alt-
ing it once @ week,

The Catiline by Ben.Johnfon, Why an Orator

to_be vig bonus. Ben cac'd diftinguifly Men

“and Manners,  Sylla’s Ghofts  The fpeech not

to be made in a blind Corner, Cornei’lle.
Common [ence teaches Unity of Attion. The
Chorus, of neceffity, keep the Poet to time,

. and place.  No vule obfers’d. A Lifein Plu-

tarch.  Adtsof the Apofils. Ben i fidus in-
terpres. Is the Horfe in Mill in flat oppafition
to Horace. Trifling tale, or corvuption of Hi-
[rory, unfie for Tragedy. Incontempt of Poerry.
Ariftophanes, ot the occafion of the Death of
Socrates. Was for a veformation in the fer-
;lice book: With what addrefs he cfetied
t

- Sarpen-

o The- Contents: !




The Contents.

Sarpedon’s Faft, of divincinftitution. The lenfs
[aly from, or Parenthefis in the antient Cdmedy
of more wvioment than al ur Tragedies, Englifhy
Comedy the beft,

Exerait des Régifives du Parlement du Ven.

dedy 9. Decembre Pan 1541, M.
8. André Prefident. 4t Minfumr ds

ERRATA

page 8. 1 16, Bets,
p 1o, L g Ingmminafis.
p- a1 b 20 bebergeons.

()

" CHAP L

The CON TEBNTS.

Fbe Chorus-keeps the Poet to Rules. A thow to the

-, Spectators,  Tivo Seufes to be pleafed. The Eyc,

by the Show , and by the Action.  Plays Aéted
without Words,  Words ofien better out of the
way.  Inftances in Shakelpear. Ben. Johnfon
and Seneca Noted. To the Lar, Pronunciation
is all in all. ‘The Story of Demolthenes.
Adiftakes in Fudging.  Two forts of Fudges. At
Athens « Third fore. Fudgesupon Oath,  In France
Fudges divided about the Cid, Cardinal Richelicu
agamft the Majority. .4 the Thomas Morus,

» weeping wnawares, Horace Angry with Shows.
The French Opera inconfiffent with Natwe and
Good fenfe.  Burlesk Verfe. At Paris Chrif’s
Paffionin Burlesk, A Tvagedy of Aefchylus. The
defeat of Xerxes. The Subjett, and Occonomy.

= How imitated for our Englifh Stage.  King John
of France, Francis 1. Prifoners. The Spanifh
Armads in 88, An imitation, recommended to
My, Dreyden,

HAT Reformation may not we

expelt now, thatin Francethey fee

the neceflity of a Chors to their Tragedies ?

Boyer, and Racine, both of the Royal Acade-

my, haveled the Dance ; they have tried

the fuccefs inthe laft Plays that were Pre-
fented by them.

B The
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(2)

The Choras was the root and original
and s certainly always the moft nccc!Tar};
partof "I'ragedy.

The Spectators thereby are fecured, that
their Poct fhall not juggle, or put upon
them in the matter of Plue, and 7/ime
other than is juft and reafomuble for che re.
prefentation,
~ Andthe Poer has this bencfie 5 the Chorus
is a goodly Show, {0 that he need not ram-
ble trom his Subje&t out of his Wits for
{fome foreign Toy or Hobby-horle, to humor
the Multitude.

(a) drifforle tells us of Twwo Senfes that
mult be pleasd, our Sight, and our Ears:
And it is in vain for a Poet (with Bas in
the Rcehearfal) to complain of Injuftice
and the wrong Judgmenc in his dudience ’
unlefs thefe Two fenfes be gratified. ’

Ths worlt on it is, that moft People arc
v;'holly led by thefe 2wo fenfes, and follow
thewmn upon content, wi : |
their Noddle farther. thout cver roubling

How many Plays owe all their fuccefs to
arare Show ¢ Even in the days of Hirace
enter onthe Stage a Perfonina Coftly /irzmg;
Habit, Lovd! Whar Clapping, what Noife and
Thunder, as Hecaven and Earth™ were
coming together! yernot one word {poken,

() Poctica,
Dixit

Dixit adbue aliquid ¢ nidy [ane, quid placit Ergo?
Lana Torengino violis imitats cencno.

Was there ought fiid ? treth, no, What then Jid touchye?

Some Prince of Bauthawn, ora Mamaravichc.

It matters not whether chere be any Plot,
any Characters, any Seafe, Or a wile Word
from one end to the other, provided in our
Play we have the Scaate of Rome, the Ve-
netian Senate i their Pontificalibus, or a
Blackamoor Ruflian, or Tom Dove, or other
Four-leg’d Heroof the Bear-Garden,

The Eyeis aquick fenfe, will Le in with
our Fancy, and prepoflefs the Head ftrange-
ly. Another mcans whereby the Eye mil-
leads our Judgment is the Aéfon: Wego to
{ec o Play Acted ; in Tragedy is reprefented a
Memorable Aition; fothe Spetators are al-
ways pleas’d to fee Aétion, and are not often
fo ill-naturd to pry into, and examine whe-
ther it be Proper, Juft, Natural, in {eafon,
orout of feafon. Baysin the Rehearfal well
knew this fecret: The Two Kings are at
their Coranto; nay, the Moon and the Earth
dance the Hey ; any thing in Nature, or
againft Nacure, rather than allow the Se.
rious Councely or other dull bufinefs to inter.

rupt, or obftruct Aétion.

b 2 This




(4)

This thing of Aisn finds the blindfide of
humane-kind an hundred ways.  We laugh
and weep with thofc that laugh or weep;
we gane, {tretch, and are very dorserels by
cxample,

Attion is Ipeaking to the Fyes; and all
Enrope over Plays have been reprefented
with great applaufe, in a Tonguc un-
known, and fometimes without any Lan-
guageag all

Muny, peradventure, of the Tragical
Scenes in Shakefpear, cry’d up for the 4t-
ony, might do yet better without words:
Words are a fort of heavy baggage, that
were better out of the way, at the pufh of
Aétion ; efpecially in his bombaft Circum-
ffance, where the Words and A&tion are (el-
dom akin, (%enerallyf are inconliltent, at
crofs purpofts, embarraf§ or deftroy each
ather ; yettotholc who take not the words
diltinttly, there may be fomething inithe
buz and lound, that like a drone toa Bag-
pipe may ferve to fev off the A¢Fion: For
an inftance of the former, Would not a
rap at the door better exprefs Fago’s mean-
ing? than

e Call alondl,

Jago. Do with like- timerous aceent, and
dire yel,

'A-’

(s5)

As when by night and nealgence the fire

Is fpued 1n populous Citees.,

For, What Ship? Who is Arrived? The
Anfweris,

*Tis one Jago, Auncient to the General,

He has bad moft Favonrable and Happy
fpeed ;

Tempefts themfelves, bigh Seas, and houling
Winds,

The puttcred Rocks, and congregated Sands,

Traytors enfteep’d, to: clog the guiltlefs Keel,

As having [infe of Beanty, do omit

heir common Natures , letting go [afely by

The diviue Deldemona,

Is this the Language of the Lxchange,
or the Enfuring-Office? Oncein a man’s
life, he might be contentat Bedlam to hear
fuch a rapture. 1In a Play onc fhould
{peak like a man of bufinefs. his fpeech
muft be Icamnigz, which the Freach render
Agiffte 5 the lealians, Negotiofa, and Ope-
rat:vay but by this Gentleman's talk one
may well guels he has nothing to do.
And he has many Companions , that are

—— Hey day !
I know not what todoy nor what to fay. ()

(#) Rehearfal.
B3 It
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It was then a ftrange imagination in
Ben. Fobufon, to go ftultout a Play with
Tullys Orations, And in Seweca, to think
hisdry Mora's, and a tedious train of Scn-
tences might do feats, or have any won-
derful operation in the Drama.

_Somu po to fie, others to bear a Play.
The Pocet fhould pleafe both; but be fure
that the Spectators be fatisficd, whatever
Entereainment he give his Ardience,

But if neicher the Show, nor the Aion
cheats us, there remains fill a notable
vehicle to camry off nonfenfe, which is
vhe Pronunciation. | ’

2 the leud Trumpet, which onr Courage aids s
(o dearny That found, as well as fenfe perfwades. ()

‘ Oemofthenes (d) had a good flock of
Senfe, was a greac Mafter of Words
could turn a period, and draw up his
tropes in o line of Battel ; and fain would
he have feen fome eftet of his Orations ;
o hody was mov’d , no body minded him,
Je coes to the Playhoufe, bargains with
s Attor, and Jearn’d of him to fpeak
Roundly and Gracetully : From that time

o bue Demoftbencs ? Never fuch a lead-
g man ! whenever he {pake, no divifion,

(") Waller. (4) Plutarch, Demofthen.

“not

(7)

pot a vote ta the concrary, the whole Houfe
were with him, Newue Contradicente. This
change oblerv’d, a Friend weat to him for
the feerer; Tell me, fays he, your Nojtrum,
tell ine your Weceip ; What is the main
Ingredicat that makes an Qrator? Demoft-
bears antwercd, Pronunciation: What then
the nextthing? Proatuciation : Pray then,
What the Lhird? Still ¢che anlwer was Pro-
Hunctation,

Now this was at Athens, where want
of Wit was never an objeltion again(t
them.  So that it is not in Sosz only,
that a good weice diverts ustrom ghe Wit and
Senfe.. From the S.age, the Bar or the
Pulpit, a gootvorce will prepollels our cars,
and having feized chat Pals, isina fairway
to furprile our Judgmeur.

Conlidering then what power the Show,
the Action, and the Pronunci wion haveover
us, itis no wonder that wife men often mi-
ftake, and give an hafty Judgment, which
upon a 1eview is juflly fet afide,

Horace divides the Tndzes inco Mijores Nu-
mevo, and the few of betrer fort; and thefe
for the moft part were of different Judg-
ments : ‘T'he like diftindion may hold in all
other Nations ; only at Athews there wasa
third fort, who werc Judgesupon (f) Oath,

(f) Plugaich, Ciman.
B4 Judges




(8)
Judges in Commiffion, by the Govern-
ment fworn to do right, and determine the
Merits of a Play, without favour or afte-
&ion. '

But amongft the Moderns, never was
a Caufe canvafs’d with fo much heat, be-
tween the Play- Judges, asthat in Framce, a-
bout Corseille’s Tragedy of the Cid. The
Mijority were fofond of it, that with
them it became a Proverb, (f) Cela eff plus
bean que [sCid. On the other fide, Cardinal
Richelien damn’d it, and faid, A/ the pudder
about ity was omly between the ignorant people,
and the men of judoment,

Yet this Cardinal with fo nice a tafte,
had not many years before been feveral
times to {ce alted che Tragedyof Sir Thomas
Mbor,and as often wept at the Reprefenta-
tion. Never were known {o many people
(¢) crowded to death, asatthat Play. Yet
was it the ManufaQure of Feban de Serre,
one about the form of our Flekno, or Tho-
mas Jordan.  The fame de Serre, that dedi-
cated a Book of Meditations to K. Charles 1.
and went home with Pockets full of Medals
and Reward.

By this Inftance we {ee a man the moft
{harp, and of the greateft penetration was
impofed upon by thefe cheating Sences,

(/ ) Peliffon, Hiff. Acad.  (g) Parusffe Reform. 0
' the

(o) |
the Eyes and the Ears, which ‘grecd:ly
rook in the impreflion from the 6/;0)11', the
Aétion, and from the Emphafisand Prowus-
ciation 3 tho there was no great matter of
Fulle, no Manners, 0o fine l‘bu:'tlg/ft,r, dno
Langnaze ; that is, nothing of a'Tragedy,
nothing of a Poet all the while.

Horace was very angry with thefc cmpty
Shows and Vanity, whichthe Gentlemen of
his time ran like mad after.

weue Infanios oculosy o gaudia vana.

W hat woud he have faid to the French Opera
of late fo much in vogue ? ‘There it is for you
to bewitch your ees, and to charm your
ears. There is a Cup of Enchantment,
there is Mufick and Machine 5 Ciree and
Calipfo in confpiracy againft Nature and
good Scnfe. *Tisa Debauch the moft in-
{inuating, and the moft pernicious; none
wouldthink an Opera and Civil Realon,
fhould be the growth of one and the fame
Climate. But fhall wewonder atany thing
for a Sacrifice to the Grand Monarch? fuch
Worthip, fuchIdol, All flatceryto him is
infipid, unlefs it be prodigtous: Nothing
reafonable , or within compafs can come
near the Matter.  All muft be monftrous,
enormous, and outragious to Nature, to
be like him, or give any Eccho on his Ap-
petite. Were

.
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Were Rubelaisaliveagain, he would look
on his Garagantua as bur a Pygmy.

(0)--Toe I rocs Race excels the Poets T hought.
The Academy Royal may pack up their
Modes and Methods, & ponfes ingentenfcs ;
the R.c wes and the Corneddles muit all now
danccto the Tune of Baptifta.  Here isthe
Oy r15 here is Machine and Baptsfla, fare-
wll Apollo and the Mufes,

Away with your Opera from the Thea-
tre. bewer had they become the Heathen
Temples ; for the CorybantianPriefts,and(Se-
mivires Gallus) ehe old Capons of Ganl, than
a People hat pretend from Charlemays, or
defcend from the undoubted Loyns of Ger-
marnand Norman Conquerors,

In the French, not many years before
was obferved the like vicious appetite, and
immoderate Paffion for vers Burkfque.

They were currant in Jealy an” hundred
years, crethey paffed to this fide the Alps;
But when once they had their turn in
France, 10 right to their humour, they o-
ver-ranall ; (7) nothing wife or fober might
ftand in their way. ~All were poffefied
with the Spirit of Burlesk, from Dol in
the Dairy, to the Matrons at Court, and

Muids of Honour. Nay, fo far went the
(/) Waller. (1) pelifon Hifor. Acad.
Frenzy,

C11)
Frenzy, that no Bookfcller wou'd meddle
on any ferms without Bulesk infomuch
that Aum. 1649. was ar Paris printed a fe-
rious "Treatifc with this Titke,

see-La Paffim de N itre Scigicar, Envers Barlefques.

If we cannot 1ife to the Perfetion of in-
treigue in Sophocles, let us fit down wich
the honefty and Gimplicity of the firlt begin -
ners in Tragedy ¢ As for example; _
" One of the moft fimple now extant, 1s
s Perflansby Aefehylus.
th(:&iz/(:ﬁt(e,: ):):m {/t)t'r that Darius 'lmd ‘bem
beaten by the Greeks, Xerxes (.’;{: Father
Darius being dead) brouats .zgam{f them
fouch Forces by Sea and Landy the like never
Lows in Hiffory : Xerxes weat alfo in perfon,
with all the Maifon de Roy, Satrapie and
Gendarmery ; all were ronted.  Some forrx
years afterwards the Poct vakes hence his
fubjeQ tora Tragedy. o
The Place s by Darius’s Tomb, in the Me-
tropolis of Perfia.
']‘lyer'lp‘ime z';f the Night, an hour or two before
day break.

Lirft, on the Stage are feen 1§ Perfons in
Robes , proper for the Satrapa, or Chief
Princes in Perfia : Suppofe they met fo early

at the Tomb,then facredyand ordinarily reﬁ)rt;d
0
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(r2)

ta by peaple troubled in miud, onthe acevusss
of Dreams, or any thing not boding good. They

(3

talk of the fLate of Affairs: Of Greece ; and of

the Expedition, dfter fomets
: / s e'time tak g
2o be the Chorus, & el tpon the
The next on the Sta
. e comes Atoffa ¢4

Lueen Mother of Perfia ; fbe con’d wor lie z'J;i

Bed for a Dream that troubled ber 5 (o in 4 fie

of Dewotion comes to her Husband’s Tomb

tf’zere Luckily meets with [6 many Wife-men and

3 )mm/r ”07:_; /to eaf her Mind by interpreting her

veam s L his with the C 'es the 8
Dreans, he Chorus makes the Se-
Alty this, their Diforder | I ‘

R / amentat
mgd‘ n’ 4;//”?, is j_/m/f,t/mDariu; is f{’/iar;f;za

':”';/[ t(}w '/ }/,’[’)J (JZ’/Z appears, and beltke [ffays

withth-mtill Day break : Then th
cludes the A, o the Chorus o
In the Fourth A some the M: '
nthe : ofJenoers with
{ad bI/ /dn/ig;, whick , with the N{!Ieéginm a’m;
rouples the ' '
o es therenpony and the Chorus, fill out this
In the Laft; Xerxes b '

. aft, S himfelf aryives, which
grves oceafion of condoling, houling, al;d :icz-
Jlraition enongh, to the end of the Tragedy

One may imagine how a Grecian Audi-
ence that lov'd their Countrey, and glory’d
inthe Vertue of their Anceltors won'd 'be
affected with this Reprefentation,

Never

~ of greater confcquence.

(13)
Never appeared on the Stagea Ghoft
The Grand Mo-
waveh Darius, who had been fo {hametully
beatcn by thole petry Provinces of the
United Greczans , could notnow lye quict
in his Grave for them ; but muft be raifed
from the dead again, tobewitnefs of his
Son’s Difgrace, and of their Triumph,

Were a Tragedy after this Model tobe
drawn for our Stage, Greece and Perfis
are too far from us: The Scene muft be
laid nearer home : As at the Lowwre ; and
inftead of Xerxes we might take Fohn, King
of France, and the Battel of Poictiers. So
ifthe Germans or Spaniards WCIC L0 compofe
a Play, on the Batel of Pavie, and King
Francis there taken Prifoner , the Scene
{hou’d not be laid at ¥ienna, orat Madrid,
but at the Lowvre.For there the Tragedy
wou’d principally operate, and there all
the Lines moft naturally centre.

But perhaps the memorable Adventure
of the Spaniards in 88. againft England, may
better refemble that of Xerxes: Suppole then
a Tragedy call’d The Invineible drm.ido.

The Place, then for the AFiony may be at
Madrid, by fome Tomb, or [ilemn place of
vefort s orif we prefer a lwn in it from good
20.bad Fortune, then (ome Drawinz-Room iz
the Palace-near the King's Bed-chaniber.

The
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The Time tobegin, Twelve atNight.

The Scene opening prefeats 1§ Grandees of
Spain, with their moft folsmn Beards and Ace
coutiements, met there ([uppofe) after fome
Ball, or other publick occalin.  They talk of
the [tateof Affuirs, thepreatnefs of their Pows
er, the vaftuefs of their Dominionsy and pro
fpect to be infallibly, ere longy Lords of all.
With this profperity and goodly thoughts tran-
portedy they at laft form themfelves into the
Chorus, and walk fuch meafures, with Mufick,
as may become the pravity of fich a Chorus.

Thenenter twoor three of -the Cabinet Conn-

cel y who now have leave to tell the Secret
That the Preparations and the Invincible Ar-
made was to conquer England.  Thefe, with
part of the Chorus, may communicate all the
Particularsy the Provifions,. and the Strenath
by Sca and Land ; the certainty of fuccefs, the
Advantages by that acceffiony and the many
Tun of Tar Barrels for the Fereticks.  Thefe
Topicks mayafford matter enonghwith theCho-
rus, for the Stcond AAcf.

Inn the Third Aét, thefe Gentlo-men of the
Cabiuet cannst agree abont (baring the Prefer-
menis of Bngland, aud a mighty broil there is
axsou [t them.  One will not be content unlefs
he is King of Mans another will be Duke of
Lancafter. One, that had fecn a Coronation
in England, will by all me.ins be Duke of A-

quitayn,

(15)
quitayn, or elfe Duke of Norma_ndy. And
on this occation two Competitors have a
jufter occafion to woik up, and fhew the
Mufcles of their Patfion, then Shakefpear’s
Caffus and Brutus. After, the Chorus.

The Fourth Ak may, iuflcad of Atofla,
prefent fome old Dames of the Court  us'd to
dream Dreams, and to [ieSprights, in their
Nights Rails, and Forbead Cloaths , to alarm
our Gentlemen with new apprehenfions, which
make diftraétion and diforders fufficient to fur-
autfly out this A, .

Lithe laft At the King enters, a;xd wifely
difeonrfes againft Dreams and Hobgoblins, to
guict their minds 2 And the more to Jatisfie
them, and takeoff their frirhty he lets them to
kmow that St. Loyala had appeared to himy and
affurcd him that all is well. This faidy comes
a Meffenger of the ill News ; his Account is
Lame, [ufpected, he fent to Prifon. A fecond
MefJenger, that came away long after, but had a
[pecdier Paffase, his account is diftintt, and all
their lofs credited.  Svinfine, one of the Cho-
rus concludes with that of Euripides: Thus
you fe the Gods bring things ro pafs often,
otherwife than was by man propofed.

In this Draughe we lee the Fable, and
the Chsradters or Manners of Spanrards,
and room for hne 'Thoughts, and noble Ex-
prelions, asmuchas the Poct can aﬁor(’if b
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The Firft At gives a Review, or Oftentati-
onof their Strength in Battel-array.

In the Second,they are inmotion for the Ag-
tack, and we fee where the Action. falls.

In the Third they quarrel about dividing
the Spoil.

In the Fourth, They meet witha Repulfe ;
are beaten off by aVan-Guard of Dreams,
Goblins, and Terrorsof the Night.

In the Fifch, They rally under their King
in Perfon, and make good their Ground,
till overpowered by frefh Troops of Con-
viction; and mighty Truth prevails,

¥or the Firt A&, a Painter would draw
8paén hovering , and ready to ftrike at
the Univerfe.

In the Second,. juft taking England in her
Pounces.

But it muft not be forgotten in the Second
A&, that there be fome Spanifh Fryar or
Jefuit, as St. Xaviere (for he may drop in
by miracle,. any where)-to ring 1n their cars
the:Northern Herefies like Ffago in Shakefpear,
Put Money in thy Purfe, 1 {ay, Put Money in
thy Rarfé.  So often may: he repeat the Nor-
thern Herefle,  Away with your Secular
Advantages ; I fay, the Northern Herefie ;
there is Roaft-meat for the Church; Yoto 4
Chrifto, the Northern Herefte,

If

(17) |

1€ Mr. Dryden might try his Pen on this
Subject, doubtlefs,to an Audicnce chac hear-
tily love their Countrey, and glory inthe
Vertue of their Anceftors, his imitation of
Afchylus would have beeeer fuccefs, and
would Pir, Box and Gallery,fat beyond any
thing now in poffetlion of the Stage, howe-
ver wrought up by the unimitable Shake-

Spear.

C CHAP.
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CHAP IL

The CONTENTS.

Tragedy before Thefpis. A Religious Worfhip : Mu-
fick and Dance follow the Churus: Governments
care of the Siage, as of Religion.  No Private
Perfon to build @ Chappel.  Young men not to pre-
Jent Plays.  Didafcalia, and 1ragedy-doclors,
Difficulty.  Publick Revenue for Plays, ‘Theatyc-
money facred.  End of Poctry. What effect by
Aefchylus. Of bis Perfians.  Schools for Boys.
Stage for Men. Charalter of Ariftophancs. 0.
pinion of the Perfian Ambaffudor. The State takes
aim from him.  Spares not his Mafter the Pecple,
Democratical Corvuption.  Flis Addrefs unimitable.
Comedy after him dwindles. Somewhat like bins
among[F the Moderns. Rehearfal.  Alchymift,
Fertuofo.  Rabilas.

End of Poctry with the Romans, Tragedies by their
Great Men. Al Tranflation.  Numa Pom:pilius.
Old Romans averfior to Poetry. 12 Tables. Stage-
Plays to remove the Plagne. Never improv’d by
them. The ufe bardly known.  Far fhort of the
Greeks. Horace and Vicgile  Thewr Conduct.
Terence’s Complaint.  Wanted  Show, Aud
eAttior, Athens the Soil for Dramatick Poctry.
A forresgn Plant with the Romaus. They for the
Eye, pleas’d more with the outfide. Their Theatres
canfiderable, not the Tragedies. Horace’s Reafon.

‘ AUthors generally look no higher than
Thefpis for the Original of Tragedy;

yet Plato reckons it much ancienter.
Minos, (a)fays he,for all his wildom, was

( #) Minos dial- over-

(r9)

overfcen in making wat upon Arhens;
where lived fo many Tragic Poets, that re-
prefented him, and fixed on him and his
Family 2 Name and Charatter never to be
wiped oft.

The Judges of Hell, Pafphae, and her Mi-
notanr, arc upon record to all Pofterity.

All agree, that in the beginning it was

purely a Religious Worfbip, and folemn Ser-":

vice for their Hbly-days. Afterwards it
came from the Temples to the Theatre, ad-
mitted of aSccular Allay, and grew tobe
fome Emage of the World, and Humase
Life. When it was brought to the utmoft
perfeQtion by Sophacles, the Choyus continu-
ed a neceffary part of the Tragedy 5 but that
Mufick and the Dancing which came along
with the Chorss, were meer Religion, were
no pare of the Tragedy, nor had any thing
of Philofophy or Inftruction in them.

The Government had the fame care of
thefc Reprefentations, as of their Religion,
and as much caution about them. The
Laws would not permit a private perfon to
make a Chappel, raife an Alear, or confc-
cratean Image ; otherwifcall places would
intimebe fo cramim’d from the Devotion of
Women and weak heads, thar a man fhould
not fet a foor, nor find elhow-room, for
Gods, and Shrines, confecrated ftuth.

C 2 The
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The like providence had they for the /e
atre. No (b) Pocr under the age of 30 0r 40
years was allow'd to prefent any Play to be
alted.  Seldens Marnora, and ocher Chiro-
nologers inform us that defehylus had the
victory, when he was 4o years old : And
Euriprdes not till he was 43, The drama-
tick Poce was ftyled Comedodidafiains, and
Tragedodidafeutns, as onc fhould fay, Co-
medy-doctor, and 1 rapedy-doctor: We find
toothe Word didafealia, with the Titles of
Terence’s Comedies, which afterwards the
Latins came to nmitate, as Cicero in Brat.
Livius qui primus fabulam Docuit, And Hor.
=-=wvel qui Docuere Togates,  So to write a
Play, inthe opinion of Ariffophanes, Como-
duadidafcaliay 18 of all things the moft difficult.

wvorefc)oftheir publick money was fpent
about the Chorus, and other charges and de-
corations of their Theatre, than in all cheir
Wars with the Kings ot Perfia.

Anlwhen broughuto theirlattextremity,
thatno other Bank remain’d for them, where-
withto carry ona War,without which War
they could not longer expe&t to be a Peo-
ple, the delicate turn usd by Demofthenes,
in ftarcing the motion, for applying this
Fheatre-money to the War, isoblerv’d as a
(d ) Mafterpiece of addrefs by the Orators.
Did I fay (quoth Demofthencs) the The-

(b) Schol. Axifto,  (c) Plutarch.  (d) Demitr. Libanius.
hn. ), atre-

.

(20)

atre-money ity b ajplicd to the IWar 2 no,
by Jove, a1

* Momafterics and Church Lands were ne-
ver with us fo facreds '

Inthe days ot i phan s, it was on all
handsagreed, that the belt Focs was he who
had done the molt to muke men vercuous
and ferviceable to the Publick. 1 @ Dia-
lagne of the deady () where they difpute
the precedence, fays wefibylus, Confider
Wit Juit (/‘ w1 /(‘/If Vi,

N, R SATTEN /[f/:i‘ C.‘:éih‘ /)/(f\//), not fuch as

ROV - AG.2)5,

That flip the collar when they [bould ferve
theti Conatrey. |
Indijfeiciz,  loofe (£) pradeatialy (g) trick-

1 Fellows
/\l'o;{;",’/: ded they breathe, but broad Swords,

Bitilo~ clxes,

Lhe Helmits lofty pride, (h) Fack-Bootsy Flis
$Cvis,
Vilsth trme (1) Reefecomvar,

Su when his Preuces at Thebes, and when
his Perfians were alted, not a Spettator,
but bit his "Y'humbs wich impatience for the
Field, to give the Encmy Banel.  So his
Patiroclysy his Tencer , and his Thimaleon's
were reprefented only to fpur on his Coun.

(e) Ariftoph. Frogs, (f) Kobdasg (g) avsgyus
(h) v s (1) Jupss éambulus, :

3 trey-
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trey-men to Vertue, and provoke them to
a generous Emulation.

And here driftophanes declares another
Rule (which Plato takes from him) That
it any thing looks with an ill face, the Poct
mult hide 1t ; not fufter it, by any means, to
be fhown or reprefented ina Play : Becaufe
as the Schools are for teaching Children,
the Stage fhould be for menot riper years
and Judgment. So that a Poesr muft be
fure that his Doctrine be good and whol-
{ome.

This Author appears in his Function, a
manof wonderful zeal for Vertue, and the
good of his Countrey ; and he laid about
him with an undaunted refolution, as it
were fome Chriftian Mareyr, for his Faich
and Religion. He plainly ran 4 Muck at all
manner of Vice where-ever he faw it, be
it in the greateft Philofophers, the greateft
Poets, the Generals, or the Minilters of
State.

The Ferfan Amballador, who was Lie-
ger there (asformerly the French with us)
feeing the Town all at his beck ; and the
Government taking aim, turning out, difs
gracing, impeaching, banihing, out-law-
ing and attainting the great men, according
as.he hinted, or held up the finger, the Am-
baflador, not underftanding the Arhenian

temper,

(23) ]
as aftonifl’d at the man.
And t'or‘j:ll the Democracy, 0o lefs bold

LCIMpCr 4

was he with his Sovercigi, ]ch-lﬂ]}ati;)v;-
pmp/e:k‘\cpreiémmg (k)[hcm’tfi}‘(-“f"l r " :
felling their Votes, bought oi ; “\}5}*,”;;
whole Houfe led awy Jor (1) 2 Dyftr of Spratsy
or peniy-worih of Cortaid:r.

-,...-,(Zgg 65}\7{1' X
4 ; , C v ENIALSTLS
LG noerarvals ara

He tclis "em(asthe pratlliiic alnonggtﬁgﬁzl}z)l
¢ had no occ

¢hat the Government fiaC ! _

men of wit or honefty, The moft ignorant,

che moft impudent, 2nd the greatelt Roguce

{tood faireft alwaysfora _Placc,’al}d the blci[:
qualified to be their chief Mln.lpfc.r:r ¢
tells them, nothing fhall fright hl’m ) ,rut ‘
and Honelty are on his fide ; he has the éear
of Hercules, will {peak what 1s )u(l‘: an g-f
ncrous, tho Ceréerios,, :imd alllﬂ\; enne
-hounds were loo’d upon .

HCI’)luIt“t)llllgl his Addrefs was admirable :l}l{c
would make the fruthvifibleand pa'lpa 1)& €,
and every way fenfible to them. T‘“c-h 1;1:
and the Application ; his {trange Fetc ché
his lucky Starts; his odd Inventions, tns
wild Turns, Returns, and Coumer-turbe
were never match’d, nor are ever (0

reached again.
(1) Mgt dgvar,
4

(k) Axiftaph. equises. Who
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Who follow’d him in Comedy were con-
tent to trifle wich the Punks, the Pandars,
the Ruffian, the old Chutl, the Davus or
}t(navc of the Family, and his young Ma-

cr.

Among(t the Moderns, our Rehearfal is
fome refemblance of his Frops: The Vertu-
of’s Charalter, and Ben fohnfon's Alchymift
give fome Thadow of his Clonds; bue no-
where, peradventure wanders fo much of
his Spirit, asinthe French Rab:lais.

We may truft Horace for the {ence of the
Latins, avthe time when they were beft a-
ble to judge. Then they reckond, as the
Greckshad done, thatthe End of Poetry was
as well to be profitable, as to be pleafant.

wueSimul @ fjucunday ¢ idonea dicere Vite,

But what their pratice, or how they im-
prov’d the drama, we fce not.  They tell
ot an Oedipus, written by Fulius Cefar ; an
Alemon, by Catullus; a Thyefles by Grac-
chus 3 an ddraftus, and an Adiax by Angu-
ftus Cefar 5 an dffyonax, by Rutilins ; a Mo
dea by Mecenasy a Medea by Ovid: with
Seneca’s Medea too.  ‘The Names of thefe
feveral Tragedics import, that thele greac
men were content ta tranflate from the
Greek, no farther then had cheir ambition
carried them,  Horace fays, indeed,

Non

(25)
Now minimitin WTitere deens v fliia Gret
. ) 7, I
Aufi deferere o Celebrsie domr flica [aéka.
We find the nanie ol Q2w by deconas
and Deomeds Infkances the Bratus, [Ilu:
¢ . e e ]} N R
D cins, and the aaedlisy o l‘wffj ‘01 tui
Roman Garby but vwe know o farther o
them, what fucets thes had, nor how no-
Lly they perforny’d wha they had fo boldly
nndertaken, in wricng atone, without a
Greek Copy betore’em. It fecms but a faing
Commendation (¢he Noa awvicanium) that
Horace givcs them. ‘ ,
T'he Rows s were a rougher fort of Peo-
ple; and wondertul iealous were they of tlhc
jreci Cany Commerce witha
Grecian Arts, or'o.i. any (..m}m\u;g \ th
Politer Nation,  Till N Ponsy i, very
lictle had they of cither Religion or Poctry
amons(tthem.  Normadehe ufeotic far-
ther, ¢ or the Ty ' uthoons At
ther, than for the Fimus, m,ul /}11/ /n},;;} a
the Altarsand Sicritice s Sranlur Poctry N
they none.  And indeed at thattime 1t was
hardly {afe for Pocrrytolivtron Sa]nc‘tuulx y :
i e ¢ rigid Fathers ha
for in the world, the rigid l"]ltl' o
giventhe Poets an ugly name, cathing iy
Graffatores s which m Modern [ealiar muyy
be rendred Bandits, o .
It was with much alo, and Lxllm
Ulurpation by the 1) e ,fl, (('lm t;gv
ety oo veee for
ftoop-d toa corrcipondence with breece, ot

B

e e

N e vt
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the commodity of their Laws ; which were
not till then imyorted ; and from thence
we hear of the Twelve T'ables.

For the () 8rage-Plays: 1t was a Plague
that firlt incroduced them,  ‘T'hey try, by
that ftrange Worfhip, to appeafe their
Gods ; and avert the Judgment fo heavy
onthem. Buttheir firlt Secular Plays were
taught by Livius Andronicus, fome 200
yearsafter the Twelve Tablesat Rome. He
{erup for fome skill in this Dramatick way,
diarfliting fromthe Greek,

Nor did PLautus that followed him attempt
any farther, thanto Tranflae: yet carried
he the Drama beyond what any Romanf(ince
could pretend to. He Tranflates indeed,
but with that {pirit and maftery, onemight
take him for an Original ; did we notal.
ways find the Scene at Athens 5 and all the
pother isfome litcle jilting ftory, or knavith
pranck : Propofingonly fome trifling filly
Mirth or Paftime. '

He had not the courage to trace Ariffe-
phanes , He had not an Heart of Hercules,
tocombat Vice, Perhapsin histime, they
had not yet learn’d to make their Dofrine
profitable ; for he commends one for a rarity,

Hujufmodi paucas poeta reperiunt Comadias
Tbi boni Meliores fiant,
After all the goodly commendations and

(m) Livy. £, 5. pretty

he concludes, 2 Com.

(27)
pretty things, by Quintilian (n) a?}fn()l\;r.
ledged duc o Plautus, alx}_d Terence, frankly
edia maxime Clandis

camis ——-ViX levem Con[eqmmur m»br.‘m; 5
'That the Roman s infintely (bort cf the
Greek Comedy, hardly coines upio the [hadow
of it.  Horace would fainwithfome c_oloulr:
(o) make good the Comparifon b,c‘t\w_xi the
Romans and the Greeks; on that Topic ((,i _t[q
flacter Augnftas. But Virgil, with no ;].
advantage to his Compliment, gave upt e
Caule.

E xcudent alt
Turegere imperio populos, Romane,menscisto.

He tibi erunt Artes ————

Let chem have all the praifes due to their
polite Learning : To govern aud togive Laws,
be thefe thy Artsy O Cazfar ! this is thy glo-
ry withouta Rival. L

yOn other occalions Horace declares his

ind freely enough.
mmfcelrc;ecee {omplz%ins heavily that he could

i i + One while

keep his Audience together : One w!
:llcl);y f:x? after the Gladiators, another time
the Blockheads would be gaping ac a Rope-

Dancer. B ‘
Rumor wenit datum iri gladiatores

~-neque [pectari, neque cognofci potuerity
(e OEpifk Ita

© et ©

e ——
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1tapopulus, [Fuds /
apopulesy fladio flupidus in Y
.}A/m/mm/z occnparat »«--P ﬁ‘”‘”’“"/";
ix ‘a ‘" N N
chﬂt niight be a juft Fable, true Chara
M) 7 . nce . )
thers g)o;)\i sence, and ncat Expreflion
“CH; nughe beNature and Morality ina e
S//o))’.)turln of_ Words: But where is ﬂxc
now & whereisthe Aédion, thatare the
torwa to the Speétators ? “
L]) l N N Ar"\ .
iy Vfr'?snli]t(tca\pjh()lg ; This dramatick Poe-
; >atorrcignPlant a P
s (e 1 torieign! mongli them
ate not very kindly, an{ culivated
pe s mate noc very kindly, an cultivate
a;;(tll[[;ﬁ)l;;ggndy" lflo might put forch Lcach:
: s, without yicldi ‘ruit of
much importance. yickding any bruicof
o fgfm ]\v‘a‘s ghc genuine Soyl for it, there
Ovnl:[ $, there it flourifhed, and ran up to
Thlr é)ph:(\l'ctr}y' tll])mg fecular and facred -
, : us Poetry the H -
pore b cery onour, the
’ fin};.s,‘ ar:d the Diguity 5 cheir Regalia
aml tlcxhrlontxhcalia. S8
sut the Rom
o the Ro 4;51{} moftly look’d no decper
than the Pomy‘ u;y gookup with the out-
X co ; thetr Genius d ]
e anc Portico ; ir Genus dwele in
ma(.ju)c)‘c : ﬁhc_rc_ they fed it, there indule’d
and pam per d itimmoderately: So that their
b:;‘ztlr;s ;u’]d tlllc;r diaphitheatres will always
remembrec etr 77
wtho their Trasedy and Comeqy

——-ﬂgﬂ—-'_

(29)
1&ive warlike people ¢ fome-

{everity of an :
old Saznra lay heavy in thew

thing of ther

heads to the very lalt.

e Hodicque mancnt weftigia ruris,

fays Horace.

Aud he gives the Reafon s

Serus enim Gracis admovit acumina Chartis :

Lt poft Punica bells quickus querere capit,

Qunid Sophocles, quid The[piss& Aefchylus nti=
le ferrents

e =

Cc HAPDP L
The CON T BN T 5.
The firft Chriftians cry againjt Jdols, Stupe-Plays,

[ Conifi stistinn-. Grock

Pagan Wor(hip. Apoftolica
and Latin Fathers. Tatullian’s Conceipt. Conn-
cils againft H.athen Learning. Greek: Wifiom.
Sr. Hicrom , St. Auttin, thar Sin of Heathen
A Caon that 110 Biflep vead an Heathen
s Project. The Chriftians comntermine.
Homer , Pindar, and Euripides.
Stage-Plays particularly lewdid at.  The Jame
beat at this day i the Spanifh Jefuits. Pedrode
Guzman againft Stage-Plays, and Bull-feafts. The
Name of Pact a Bugbear at the Reformation.  The
Hevefie charged o Sing-Sonys, and Stage-Playse
Marovs Pfalms.  How in worie at the French
Court. Reafons againft Stage-Lluys. L.:Crantius.
The [ame 2000 years ago by Plato. Tragedy, Hom

Bools.
Book, Fuliar
A Chriftian

‘T'hey reckon’ ¢
y reckon’d thefe mateers of wit and

Ipcculation, not {0 confiftent with the
fe- . the Jews, and turn’d theirback on £’

HEN our firlt Chriftians had fcuf-

fled out their way from amongft
aleftine,

thcy




B in"

S e e
eae .

S i L

th (30)
Cy were put to a new for .
the Genrilos, t of Game with

The Law and  the -Te
Lrophets ftood ‘em no longoc{‘d {;lﬁ;’;)c};f]’-
they muft now conjure up the Siyls, and
call the Philofophers to their affiftance And
as ldolatry had been the moft roaring fin a-
mongl(tthe Ifralies ; their main Cry ftill is

againit Idols; and - ' .
cheir face as nd nothing ftood fo full in

gedies and (ggglfﬁgdﬁ/)s&:)tx:eil:e \ghcr¢ '_I‘ra-
Botts and Comm 100d Limes
' ti ¢ftivals were prefented as the greatcft
ii:l(; ‘ nllof(} folemn part of the Pagan Worftip:
larl (t; 13 ¢ had their Alears, and the particu.
ods to which they were conftcrated
@) (c/()./‘ztrz.c abinitio dicata, habent Prophan '
tionis fue maculans. phant
No wonder then if the Theasre with
all its Minifters and dependants had a
very il name in the firft A ses ofCI,n'iﬂjiani-
ty. Hence it was, that if any body had to do
withthe (b) 7 heatre, the Apottolical Conftj-
tutions would not allow him Baptifm. vaint
c]w-z/.a_fterwards declarcs, that when.lu onr
Buptifinwe fay, Irenounce theey 8 1tan, and all
1/7 n‘"(rl(zr and l’omp.f s Thofel 0ps of‘t/.l,c Dewil
are A{Az‘g( -Plavs, and the like vanities. To the
fame’] une Tertullian,(c) That in onr Baptifin
7eaviincing the Devil and s Pomps we cannor
&0 2o a8taze- Play withous turning Apofbates
() Terenll, de 24, (b) e. 3. 43. (Cj L. de Spec, .
Hence

|

i

(30)

Hence indeed the Greek and Latin Tathers
had an ample Ficld for their Eloquence and
Declamation, before the Arriansy the Gno-
fticks,and other inteltine Herefics {prang up
to divert them. So we find 8. € “yprtan,St.Ba-
(ily Clement of Alexandria,very Warim upon
this occafion : Andinmany a goo,d Homily
St. Chryfefloms puts it home to ‘tm, and
crics fhame, thae people fhould liften to a
Comedian with the fame cars that they hear

an Bvangelical Preacher.

St. duftin (d) will have thofe that goto
Plays,as bad as any that write, or att them ;
Nullo modo potuiffeScriptiones &~ adtivnes recipt
Comadiarum, aift mores veciprentiumi Confona-
vent. But Tertullianvuns it off beyond all of
"em, with a notable Conccipt againft the
Tragedians: (¢) 1he Devily fays he, fets
them upon their high Pantofles to give Clmﬂ
the lie, who fuidy no body can add one C/fb/t 10
bis Stature. Travedos Cothurnis extulit Dia-
bolus, quia pemo poteft aujicere C bt nm unnmn
ad Statwram [uam, O fic Mendseim facere
wwlt Chriftuin,

Thefe Flafhes from fngle Authors, and
drops of heat, had no fuch wondcriul effedt,
but that the T ragedin ftill wall’d onin his
high fhooes ; yer might they well expedt
a more terrible frorm fro.n the Reverend Fa-
thers, when met in a body together , In

(4) Epift 202, Nedtars (e) I de Spetk.
Coun-




(32)
Council Oczumenicid. "Then indeed began
the teclefialtical Thunder to fly about, and
prefently che Theatres, Tragedy, Comedy,
Bear-batting, Gladiators,and Hereticks are
given all to the Devily wichout diftin&ion.

Nor was it fuflicient tor the zeal of thofe

times to put down Plays.  All Heathen
Learning fell under the like cenfure and
condemnation,  One mighe as well have
told them of the Autipodes, as perfwaded the
reading of Tully’s Offices : “They were 4
fraid of the Greek Philofophy, like Children of
@ Bug-bear, leaft it fetch ’em awar, (f)

What a plunge was (g)St. Hierom put to,
by Rafiaus,laying to his charge the reading of
HF.athen Authors? How St. Auffin heartily
brgs God (g)pardon, for having read Virgil
with deliche.in his greener years? (W)Ie was
not only ogaintt the Fiementa poetarum, that
thetr Canons levelld: A Council of Car-
thase would not allow that « Bifbop fhould
read any Heathen Book.  (h)

This tlind Zeal gave a pleafant profpe&t
to the Apoftate fulian © And he might well
forefee what this new Religion was like to
come to, without a new fet of Miracles to
fupportit, He thercfore was, in this, for
complying  with them, and fecond-
el their Deligns; making a  Law,
that no Chriftion - fhould be taughe

(€)Chm.Stromy  (g) mRuf, (h) Cane. 4. Can.16.

(33)

1 the Heathen Schools, or make uie ot that
Learning. This made the Chriflians fu-
fpecta Smke in the Grals, and pug them
on the other haad (4 upon a Counter-Plot,
to fruflrate his projeét  So they et towark
Apollinarius, a perfon, fueryvluc&:{y then ; of
mantfold Leirning (m//‘ L.f'if; who, in tbf?
room of Hower, compofed for il.’t’)"/i If/.n"y[ /-
Story of the Old Teflameat in Heroick Ferfe,
down to the Times of Suul.
nd Comedies alfo in imitation of Mc-
nander, together with Trageuics, like thole
of Euripides; and Lyricks, exactly zo the
firainof Pindar.  An old Author, in his life
of Gregory Nazianxen, affures us how that
that holy Prelate undertock and performed
the very fame thing, fo defeated the pur-
fofe of that wicked Tyrant. Thefe Noble
Labours have all dropt (hort of us > What
Philofophers, what Conjurcrs fhould we
Lave becn? how our Tiars would ha’ tingled
at this day, with the theee Homers, and 4
Triple Round of all the Gracian Poutry 2
But the Fathers and Councels for feveral
Ages declaring againfl cvery thmg,nt llea-
shen denomination ;5 the Srage-T'lays, ol
courfe, were cry’d out upon, @S ‘]"agfn
Praclice, 1leathen Tradition, ags and f¢ -
licks of Paganifim, and Pagan Idelatryy in

Sozemen Hill Evelofs bosocouz. 7
(2) Senin D nented




(34)
wented by the Devil, and appropriated to
the Worfhip of falfs Gods.

And, upon this Topick, to this day, we
find the Spanifh Jefuits wondrous Eloquent.
Says Pedro de Guzman (8); The Chriftian
Emperours, Kings, and Popes have cut _off,
and burnt with the fire of their holy Zeal,
many Heads of that old Hydra of Pagan
Leuduefs : But yet there be two Heads that
Jill remain, which caufe aworld of mifchief :
Thefe two Heads alfo muft be lopt off and
burnt down to rightss to wit, y Comedius
9 los Suegos de Toros, Comedies, and the
Bull-Feafts.

At the beginning of the Reformation,the
name of Poct was a mighty Scar-Crow to
the Mump(imus Dotkors every where. The
German Divines, and Profeffors at Xullen,
were nettled and uneafie by this Poet, and
the tother Poct (¢); Poet Reuclin, Poet
Erafmus. Every body was reckoned a
Poct that was more a Conjurer than them-
felves.  And, belike, the ‘ﬁqfuits are ftill of
Opinion, That the Stage-Plays have not
done ‘em fervice. Campanella tells us, that
the German and Gallican Herefie began with
Sing-Song, agl is carried on by (d) Comedy,
and Tragedi¥s. Ex Cantilenis incepit He-
refis Germanica € Gallicana, Comediis (o

(b) Dif-5.§ 1. (¢) Epiff. Qbfes (4] L Poetic. ¢, 6.

Tragediis

i

(35)
Tragediis autritur ; Meaning; perhaps,
Marors - Tranfhion of the Pfalms. The
Sordone detlated againft them, yer were
they fo much in vegue ac the French
Court, that no perfon of Note, but had
their favourite PAIm to their occafions.
K‘mi H. 7. thofe the 42 Plalm, Aixfiqu on
oyt b Cerf.  Like a¥ rhe Hart doth---.--

whieh he' fig when a-hunting,  Madam

de Valentindis, Who Was in Love, took the
130. Da fond dé wid plitfée-- From the bottom
of my brart, which fhe fung enwolte, The

\eehy cholce was the 6th, Ne vneildez pas
o Sire, Lord, in thy wrath --to an Air on
the Chant des buffons.  Anthony King of
Navair had the 43th, Revange oy, prens
ta querelle.  Judge, and revenge my Cauf (e),
which he tun’d fo the Braw! of Poildicrs,
and the reft in like mannér. Clement Marot
fet ehigiy Pipes a-goirig in Court and Coun-
trcy. And the poor Hereticks keep it up
to this day ; tho' ( God-wor ) they now
(L many of them) [ing their Songin a frange

and,

To be call’d Apoftate; to bedeny’d our
Baptifiv, Eucharift, and Clriftian Burial 5
to be Excommunicated, agd given up ta
the Devil by fo mady Fathers, Canons,and
Countils ; however tertiblé to the Bars, is

() Flirtmind Ramond, Hift. Bire|

D2 not
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not fo convincing to the Underflanding, as
one fair Argument from Reafon. What
occurs of this kind is peradventure moft-
what comprchended in thefe words of
Laétantius,

Comice Fabule de fupris Virginum Jo-
quuntur, aut amoribus Meretricum : Et quo

(f) magis [unt cloguentes qui Slagitia illa

.

finxerunt, eo magis fententarum elegantia
perfuadent, Et facilius inharent Audien-
tium memorie verfus numerofi & ormati.
Tragica Lliflor1ce fubjiciunt oculis Parricidia,
€5 Incefta, €3 Cothurnata feelera demonfirant.

I Comedies, fays he, are reprefented the
debasch, and leud Pranks among[i Women of
cvil Converfation: And the more excellent
that the Poet is, the deeper is the impreffion

on the bearers. The Neatnefs and Elegance

of Thought, with the Beauty aud Sweetnefs
of the Verfe, run always in their mind, and

w1l not out of their head. Tragedy lays be-

fore *em Parricides, Incefts, and Wickednefs .
in its ‘Pontificalibus,

This indeed is of weight, and deferves
confideration. It is a franding Obje&ion 5
and was a Pagan Objection above two
thoufand ycar. ago.

Platois very particular in his charges
fays he, Fraud ‘and Rapine, (g) and all

(f) Lib 6. Int, Div, (g) ). Common. Digh, 2.

manner |

( 37)

manner of violence they commend or coun®
tenance by good Prefidents, and Examples
of this,and t'other God,or Son ot God.Afer-
cury is made the Patron for flealing, Aud
how feurvily does Fupiter deal with his
Old Father 2 What piques, fewds and do-
meftick fquabbles amongft themfelves 2 nox
is their War with the Guants a more tolera-
ble fition. (b ) Whateveris devifed of
this kind isa falfe fable, and a lye, andyet,
were it true, not fit tobe divulged to the
people. (#) God is never to be reprefen.
ted whether in Songs, in Phlms, or Trage-
dy, otherwife than Juft, Good, and Gra-
cious. And on noaccount, to be faid the
author of Evil. When any evilis donc the
Caufe is to be fought for elfewhere. Nor
is it to be imagin'd that Godhad any hand
in't. Therefore is it not tobe endured that
any Poct fhould as Homer (£), give out,
that,

Two Barrels in bis Cellar Yove has flill

Of gifts to be beftow'd on Mortal Wights,
Ove full of good, the other full of ill,

And wfually to mingle them delight:.

Nor muft be fufferd that infraction and
violation of the Oathsand Truce by (/)Pan-
(b) L.of Laws, Dial-12.(i) Commomy. ut fupra. (k) L, (DI

D3 darug
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darus when done at the infligasi i
ter and Minerva, e nlligasion of Fupi
Nor that broyl and controveyfi
[t G €C Ylig am
the Gods, put to tle Arbitratio: anc?n [%g
cnﬁlc“m of Fupiter and Themis. -
or can Aifchylus be gllow’
an}; Vt/h_mg ]like that faying,a W to vent
Vhem Jove wou'd deftr
their Senfes. ol deirer be sales quay
Nor, ifin any fortof Poe o i
n any fc [¥y re
made of theaﬂ]x&um that beé; i?t}‘?i‘z&f
(t); thkth.e Pelopide, or to the Trojans; or
t : llc. It muft not be fuggefted thatthis
rv ? the work of qu: but itit be ; then a
‘_c?i on is to be fubjoyned, as that God did
ull leed, 'wha; was good and juft, and dld’
chaftife 'em, for their gaod. Byt he muft
i fﬂétll&t punifhmentisap Affliction, and
; é?ttllci‘p% a@g&cd them. For that would
ICILhEr. pe ey 1or
elther he ioys, be Profitable, npr be
Nor muft he reprefent God difgui
‘ _ ifguifi
himfelf: angd putting on feveral ﬂza%els“:%
girr_y otr; fome Chegt or Impofture, nor fo
 capa le of any Change, Paflion, or Por-
turbation. Nor fay that the Gods mander
from Townto Town in the likenefs of Stran-
%:‘r;(rf)az&[?d fuch Lies as are abroad,of Pro-
feus and Thetis. Apdin fome Tragedies
mody i fome Tl
' Funo

’l

(39)
Funo turaed into a Prictt, gathering the be-
Nevolence of the Congregation for the Sons
of Inachus, newly reftored to life.
Nor is the lying Dream,fent by Fupiter to
Agamewnon (#) by any mcans to becxcufed.
Nor «Efchylus where be brings in Thetis
complaining that at her Wedding Apollo m
her Epithalaminm fung:

That long the Son of Thetis was 0 live ;

By no difeafe molefted. That the Gods

Took of my Fartunes care and [pecial liking;
And gave me joy, and praifes in abundance.
Cou'd my hopes faily thus founded o Apollo,
His Mouth Divine, Fatidical, and True?
Tet He, the fame, that flatt'red me fo fair,
Avud at my Table fat awilling gueft,

He, that thus didand [aid cven He has flais
( myChild.

And in Fomer, when the criesout (0),

Ab wretched Goddefs that I was to bear
The beft of allthe Heroes--+

And when Fupiter mourns fo heavily (p):

Ab me ! my Son Sarpedon will be flain---
And for the bonour of his Son fo dear,
For Rain be drops of blood from Heaven ends.

(n) M2 (o) LE. (p) U
D4 And




(40)
And whenhe lavghs at Pulean limping
along with a Cup of Nectar,

Andthen the Gods langht all at once out-right
To fec the lame, and footy Vulcan skink (9).

Efchylus had, in Athens, made a great
noifc withhis Tragedy calld the  Furses:
alter - which Ariftorbanes, to expofc the
Tragick VPocts wrote a Comedy, which he
nam’ the Frogs: There he charges Furi-
prdes for having broughtupon the Stage,
‘Phadra’s,Sthenobwa’s, and the like wicked
Strumpets,  INay. o

IWhat is be not guilty of 2
s ke not fhewn sou panders,

And Women bringing forth in Temples #

And fuch as mix with their ownBrothers ?

Aud thofe that fay :Notto liveistolive 2

- Thus bas ke fill'd the Town L

With Scribes, Buffoons, and Monkeys,

That banter, and make Affes of the Peaple.

He againy twits him with his, :

oA fs N '

| l(c‘otJ‘lev,\ el C’“",Wh’ fcet wet]Sretviin,’

) NS AT NS ’aql -

ra el O evmveiny v o nedevd ey wid ioy
(¢) Hoew o oat

: SO Who

C41)

1bo can tell but that to live is to dye,
Todrink is to think, and to fleep, a woolfack.,

This fecond ling is added to ridicule the
former, and for this fentence he taxes Fu-
ripides astcaching Scepl icifm 5 And every-
where is playing upon that,

My Tongue did Swear, nty Mind was never

Sworn, » ’

Asifthereby Furipides opened a door to
Equivocation and Perjury.

Thus we fec how well Ariftophanes, and
Plato agrec with Laclantius; and charge
upon Tragedy thefame enormitics, Inceils,
and Cotharnata feelera, and alfo the odd
unlucky fayings that ftick in our memory,
and will not out ofabody’s head.

When King Archelaus aslked Plato what
book he might read to leam the flate of
Affairs and Government in Athens, Plato
bid him only to read Ariftophanes; "tis like-
ly that we may beteer truft him for the
State of Poctry in his timc. And we may
be confident he wohld mince nothing, out
of any favour or _affection, being a pro-
feffed Encmy to Euripides.

Upon a prefumption then that nothing
more can be rais'd to bear againft this fortof
Poctry ; we may proceed voofter fomerhivg
inanfwer to thofe objections. CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V;

Ariftotle’s general Anfwer evafive. Plato &
bester Divine. Not better than our Mo-
dern.  Godmay ufe sl inflraments. The
falfe Dream. The two Barrels. Fables
before Homer.  He of God fenfibly. Plato,
Cant. Metaphove the utmoft we are caps-
beof. Fables. Allegory. Celfusto Ori-
gen agasnfithe Bible.  Allegory, acure for
all. Homers Fables from the Bible. The
falfe Dream, from the Story of Achab im-
provd by Homer, Averroes of Arabian
Poets. Apollo Loxias, Particular fen-
tences. Texts of Scripture.  Juno, Job's
Wife. SS inVulgar Tongwe. Euripides,
i)l Women, No blame to the art,  Pompof
the Theatre. What il) names by Jefusts,

OR every Cavil, againft any thing
devifed by the Pocts, in relation to

the Gods, ( *) Ariffetle propofes one ge-
neral anfwer, That a Critick need not be
fo fiercc and pofitive to quarrel on that ac-
count, where all arein the dark, that nei-

(}) Perica.
) ther

(43)

ther Critick ner Poet know ocught of the
matter. We may grant that this anfwer
is evafive 5 And may allow that 4riffetle
might not be fo great a Divine as Plato:
yet, doubtlefs our Modern Divines arc a
match for Plato: And have the better end
of the Staff inthis controverfie.  Who all
hold with Alomer and the old Poets thae
God may to goed c¢nds and purpofes,
make ufc of evil means, and inftruments.

And thus was Pandarus employ’d by
Jove and Pallas to break the Peace.  And
the lying Drcam fent to cheat dgamom-
#ou.

«=-A Dream be call'd, falfe Dream, faid be,
Go, bye to Agamemnons Zent, and fay,
Diftinttly, as you bidden are by me,

Bid bim bring up his Army now to Troy,
For now the time iscome, be fhall it take,

ObjeQions of this kind make no diffi-
culty now-adays, with the moft Orthodox:
nor da the swe Barvels in Jove's Cellar, make
any ill found : we know with what Heifer
they have plowed ; and fec the Original
of all the Greek Mythology; their Gods,
and Heroes.

Not to reprefent theiv Gods with face,

" and fingers, with actions, and paffions, and

other
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other Modifications, aticr the fathions of
men, wercto fay nothing, St Paul that

foared as high as any body, and had the
gitt of Tongues, declares the things above
ineffable.  Homer knew this ; therefore
would not danter the World with hard
words, and unintelligible gibberilh,as Plato
and others have fince done ; but did accom-
modate his Speech to ouyr Human Scofes,
by Mctaphors, Sumilitudes, Tropes, and Pa-
rables; after the manner of Mofes, and the
Ola Prophets before him.  He entertaing
and fills us to the utmoft of our Organs
and Capacity. Somcthing he finds for all
our Scnfes.  Fie brings them to our Eyes,
our Fars, our Touch: Neftar he provides
for our ‘Lafle, and there alwaysexhales an
Ambrofial Odour in the Divine Prefence,
W hat Flato,or an Angel would fay further,
pafls all underftanding, would not enter
our Organss could have no relith or pro-
ortion to afle& us, more than the Mufick
of the Spheres, Metaphor muft be the
Language, when we travel in a Countrey
beyond our Senfes.

The wifeft part of the World were al-
ways taken with Fables, as the moft de-
lightful means to convey Inftruétion, and
leave the ftrongeft Impreflion on our

o Mind.

(45)
Mind. They in the (a) Eoft will not be
perfwaded that the Fables, with us, under
the name of <Efop, were other than of their
Countrey growth : Aud Leckman they
avouch to be the Author ofthan,

The Old Prophets could devife nothing
higher for the future Meffial, than thateves
ry thing he fhould fay would be a Parable.

As for the Fables whichin Hemer, oron
the Stage give offence: The Antients had
a thing call’d an Allegory, which went 2
great way rowards flopping the mouth of
many a pert Obfervator.

We fee the word in the Apoftle St. Paul,
(&) and the application ofir, which St. Oré-
gen Was glad to find, when Celfus call’'d hun
to account for the Old Teftument s fo many
odd Tales, Eve with the Serpent, Cain and
Abel: the building of Bal->, Sodom, with
Lot und bu Daughterss (¢ Purrecidia, o 1n-

cefta, & Cothucnata jeelcra, fur éqwnd any
thing fabled in 7). pedies of Thyefles:
Susgeiny Rg oy a’va/,@'fzgy Shall we C!th-
fHians only, fays he, be denied the benefit of
“this Allegory > May ot we ke allowed our
Myftery, and Tropological meaning? .

ggwg’fcc \.\’lmtixé.m!iw objeQedageintt
Flomer, and the Heathen Tragedies, 1s by

(4) Huet on Remange. (b)) Galate 6, (¢) Origen againft
Celf_u:, 4 s
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the Heathens objected againtt our B/l
and Religion. ’

But we need not be fo angry on elchiet
hand. Find but out the Allegory, anid we
are all to.rights again.

Befides, it is now nofecret, that Fomer
had moft of his Fables from fome Hebrew
Trad_mon orOriginal. (4) Clement of Alex-
andria, and Euj%h'w made the difcovery
long ago.

So the lying Dream (¢) fent by Fupiter
to Agamemnon, whichi Plato was 6 much
offended at, is a Poctical Improvement
from the Story of Achab. What pretty turn
and drefs he fets it off in, to bend and fi-
fhion it into one piece with his Song ; dnd
to accommodate it the better to our Ears in
a more Philofophical Climate 2

_ Averroes, after his Comment on the Poe-
tica, allows that Ariffetles Rules do rot
much concern the Atabian Poetss What
then, fays he, fhall we conclude that be wrote
wot Rules for the Arabianse God forbid!

Ariftotle wrote Nature; he wrote for all Ha-

man kind, )

Buc the Arabian Fancies always are on
the gallop : They are not to march in
rank and file, nor be fubje& to our Euro-

pear (ufcipline  Homer underflood their
(d) Strom, Pr.Evang. (e) Il 1, 2. Gommen. Did. 2.

Spirit,
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Spirit, and could make the beft on’t : He
knew how to manage the ficry Arab, and
bring the wildeft Afiatéck to his hand.

/Efchylus is not to be blamed, when he
wells of Apollo finging ara Wedding, that
much happinefs fhould enfue thereupons
and the Child fhould live long, Apollo be-
fore then had the Epithete of Loxias, from
his double meaning ; to fhew the Nature of
Oracles. Be not out of patience, Thets, thy
Child fhall live,liis menrory, his better part,
Homer has enfurd it for Achides, to the
end of the World.

If then the Fables heretofore employed
for the Drama, arcnot fo haftily to be cen-
fured ; no body, I conceive, will frick with
us for the particular favings, as before
mention’d to be objefted by Ariffophanes,
Plate, and Lattantius.

For their good fayings, we have St. Pau/
citinga whole Verfe out of a Comedy of
Menander. St.Clemens of Alexandria brings
more proofs for Chrittianicy trom Menan-
der and other Comedies, than from all the
Bible, or any other Topick.

On the other hand, where ill men are
reprefentcd, we muft not take it amifs that
they fay ill things Dolus an Virtus, quis
in hofte requiric 2 When we remember the
faying, we remember it the faying of g

' Rogue ;

|
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Roguc; of Sinon, as notorious, amongft }|us
Companions, as was Jadas amongft the
Apofiles.

Floflere fi nequeo fuperos, Acheronta mov:bo.

This by every body is allowed tobea
very wicked faying, But why may not Funo
fomnctimes take as much liberty of her
Tonguc, as Job’s Wife, or any other Old-
Teftament Matron 2 There is no queflion
but we find more abufe of the fayings in
holy Scripture, and the confequence more
Tragical, than from any perverted Text in
Pociry. Curfe ye Meroz, fervesany bodics
purpole, that would be cutting Throats.
Canpanella and Pedro de Guzman would
urec as much againtt the SS. i our Mo-
ther Tongue, on this account, as againft
this Nurfc of Flerefie, this FHydra's Idead
of Dramatick reprefentations.

if there be any cy¢ and infpection on
the Pulpits, that they be kepr to decency
and Rule ; May not the King and Queens
1 nearre deferve the Eke care, and have its
Coramitree ot Lay-Bithops to fee that no
Doctrine be there broached bt whattends
to 1he dification, at well as to the Delight
of the Spectarors. _

It Eurspides brought on the Stage Hlar-

ots

(49
lots (f ) /Efchylus ihew’d nones nor any
Woman that mighe ce {0 mnuch as fufpedted
to bein Love, Waar was an crrour m one,
is not 1o be charged on the reft 5 nor a Re-
fletion on the At Inded, vhen tie At
isabufed, one nuy with Zully ery out, 0
pralaram Morum Fraendatrican [octicam!
But the fame trony is as applicable to the
Pulpit, as to the Stage,

Grant there, in a Tragedy, the fclicity
of the Tnvention, the moveliy of the Fictions,
the ftrength of Verle, the eafinefs of Lix-
preflion, the folid Reddon, the warmth of
Paflion, fiill heighencdand rifing from At
to Act 5 together with the richnefs of Fi-
gurcs, the pomp of the i bearre, the habirs,
gefture and voice of the Adors, at the
fame inftant charming both the Eycs and
the Ears ; fo the Senfes being won, the
Judgment is furprifed, and the whole Man
at once led captive: A body mutt be of
Brafs or Stone ro refift fo many Charms,
and be Mafler of himfelf amidt {o much
alluremsent and tempration

Grant all this, T fay, where is the hure 2
what is the danger? 1t the fid ot allis to
thew Virtue in Trwnph. LThe voblet
thoughts make he {trongeft impreffion ;
and the jufler paflions find the kindeft re-

(a) Arifioph. ¥rogs.

E ception
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i “he iedicine 1s no
eption amongft us, The hiedicine

lcci\: wholefom, tor the Honey, of the g\ldcd

pill. Nor can a Moral 1 ¢tion be lefs pro-

. _ l
le. when drefled and fet off with al
?l:ib :;dvantngc and decoration of the
re. .
'lh'ﬁ:is is, indeed, of all diverfions the moft
bewitching ; and the Theatre 18 alMafga:
zine, not to be trufted, but undc'r the (}})e‘
cial eye and direction of a Virtuous g
vernment , otherwife, according to 3 e
courfe of the World, it mlghr,pvlhbly,d c‘-l
generate; to deferve the Mperﬁons, an il
names, whereby the Jefuits would renc ﬁr
it odious, calling it the 8:hool of I{z;e, 'tt ¢
Sanéluary of Venus, the Temple of ;nple 19,
the Furnace of Babylon, the Conlif zr)} 0
Impurity, the Shop of Lc-ut’»g: /5 the@ejb of
Common-wealths, the Seminary of De a;;;
chery, Satan's Feflival, and the Devs
Dancing-School.

CHAP.

(51)

CHAP. V.

Of Poctry inltaly. Ariltotle’s Works. Tramon-
tains. Cardinal Bibiena.  Tragedy there with
Chorus. Strolers.  Chrift's Paflion.

Of Poerry in France.  Clem. Marot.  Strolers
there. Proccedings at Law againft them,  Re-
pore of their Cafe. Their Old Teftament. Acts
of the Apoltles, and Chrifs Paffion. Banifle
from France. Comedy there, Tragedy by Har!y,
Corneille, Richilien. Acadeny ll\'ny:cl. Lie
Theatre.  Cantion that no Equivoque, nor
ought againjt good Manners. More nice than the
Pulpie. Their Gallantry, Verfe, Languape, unfic
for Tragedy. Dramatick reprefentations banifly
from Spain.  Nurfe of Herefie, Father Guz-
man.  Efcobar.

Of Poetry in England. Britifh, S.avon, Noverm,
Latin and Provencial voetry bere.  Richard
Cear de Lion, « Provencial ' wr. Onr Monky
and Hiflory fulfe on that accounr. The Gay
Science. Thar and the Albigen(es conteno-
rany, and from the [fame Counerey.  King,
Richard’s Fellow-Poees,  Jeffey Rudel, ane
Countefs of Tripoly.

IN the beginning of the lut Century,
wlen Prople began o epen their Eves,
" and ook farther into the Matrers of Keli-
gon and good Litterature, Italy had much
the ftare and advantage from the reft of

E 2 Europe,

S 1T S TS S TS L Ll




( 62)
Furope, thither were Ariftotle's Works firft
brought a-fhoar ;and thierc were they tranfe
lated, conn’d, and commented by the
chicteft Wits amongt them. And above

A

all, his Poetica engay
and application.

Soplgmn) Comments had they made,and

fo many Cruica’ Oufervations, betore, on
this fide the Alps, any thing. 0 that way,
was underttood, tha taey tegan to lay it
down for a truth, tla: he T ramontans had
na guflo. Oltramontani, faysone Ofthcm,
Non Jong zelanti drile buone reg le de Greci,
€ de Latini.  They wmake no Gonlcience of
Breaking the good Laws of the Greeks and
Latins.

Others undertook to put in practice,and
write by his Principles and Direction. Bi-
licna (alterwards a Cardnal ) firft try’d
his Talent ona Comedy ; and was follow-
ed by Aciofte, ‘ticcolomini, Ma: hiavel, and

d their uunoft care

many others, Who took Plautus and Te- }

rence for their Patterns. . .
Y Tyifine, Rufealls, Cintbio, Taffo, with
many more, Wrowc Tregedies in blank
Verfe, with the Chorus. and every thing
to the belt of their power, after the Athe-
nian Models.

But Ztaly had no Fund for the vaft charge

of Dramatick reprefentations ; they hal no
{tanuing

( 53)

flanding Revenue for the Theatre ; and
however magnificent fome Prince might be
on an extraordinary Wedding or great occa-
fion; there was nothing conftant, nor could
it, in fuch circumitances, be expected, that
the Drama there thould turnto account, or
rife to any tolerable reputation.  There-
fore the ordinary bufincfs of the Stage was
lefc among(t a company of Strolers, who
wandred up and down, ading Farce, or
turning into Farce, whatever they adted.
¥ Caffelvetro tells vs, that cvenat Rome, in
his time, Chrift's Paffion was fo alted by
them, as to fet all the Audience 2-laughing,

Francis the firlt, by whofe Encourage-
ment Letters had begun to flourifhin France,
and Poetry more particularly, by the means
of Clewent Marot (who then tranflated the
P/alms, and fent abroad his Balades, which
Campanella reckons to have uthered in the
Herefte) King Francis, 1 fay, was much
delighted, for want of beter, with thefe
Strolers. At the latter end of his Reign we
find a Caufe of the Strolers notably plead:
ed and debated amongft their Lawyers and
the King’s Counfel.

The Charge againft them extrated from
the Parliament.Rolls, dmmoxs4r1.

That They, 2 or 3 years ago, bad unders

(*) Poarica,
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taken to rcprefent Chrdbs Paflion, and the
Acksof the Apoltlessand therein had emnloyed
mean illitcrate fellows, who weve not cuuning m
thofc nattcrs, as a Garpenter, a Bum-Basliff,
a Weavery and others, who bad committed d-
wers faults. both in the Fi‘tion, and in theiy
Action.  dna to lengthen out the time, bad
mterlavded many Apocryphal Mat'ers, not
contarned in the Ad&s of the Apoltles, that
their Play might laft three or four days longer 5
therchy 10 get the more Money from the People.
ddding moreover at the beginning, or at the end,
Drolls, and w.anton Varces, and by that means
bad made it hold out for fix or Jeven months
together : By means whercof the Divine Ser-
vice was neglected, no body went 80 Church ,
Charity grew colds befides all the Adulterses,
Yornicatsons, Mockevies, and Derifions unex-
prefhible.

More cfpecially, in the firfl place, on Holy-
days, from cight or nine a Clock a-mornings,
the Deaple left their Puyifh-Mafs, Sermon, and
Fefpers, to take theiv place at the Play houfe
and flaid there till five in the Afternoon. 8
that Preaching was left off, the Preachers
Jding w0 body to bear them,

And the Feople, as they came back from the
Llay houfe, would publickly and londly mock_as
the Plays and détors, vepeatiug fome words
they had beard knockt ous of joynt, at the Play

or

(ss)
or fome part ill aled, faying sndevifion, The
Holy Ghoft was loih to come down, and
the like. o

Anc}/{ generally the Parfons of the Parifbes, to
bhave thesr paftime at the Plays, have lft off
the Afternoon Prayers on Holy-days : Or have
Jaid them alone by themfelves at Noon, an .lﬂou,r
not ufualy nor Ganonical. dnd cven the King's
Chaplains, in the Ghappel of the iHlonfhold,
whilft the Plays lafled,bave on Holy-days faid
the Evening-Prayers at Noouw: nd befides,
ran then off poft-bafle, to be gone to the Play-
houfe : A thing undecent, unnfual, of evil ex-
ample, and contrary to the holy Coungth of the
Church, namely, the Comncil of Carthage,
wheve 1t 35 fard, Qui die folemnt prater-
miflo Ecclefiz conventu ad fpectacula vadi,
excommunicetur.
> 2.11 veaching 1s more decent for the Inftru-
Eton of the People (provided ‘tis done by Theo-
logians,men of Leavning and Knowledge )than
are the Plays, made by thofe that ave iguorant
and illstevates who neither know what they
Jpeak. nor what they aéts rﬂnejcﬁtmg the
Adts of the Apoftles, the Old Teltament,and
the like Hiftories which they pretqnd to ALk

3« Iv 35 plain by Natural Reafon, that with-
out firft keowing the Truth, one cannot make
a Faction s for Fiction 9 to be foniething as
near the Truth as may bes whereas neither
» E 4 the
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the Maflers, wov the Aétors kiow the AB C.
Th-y underfland neither the Bible, nor any
prophane Learning, being Mechaiicks. s Gob-
lers, Botchers, Povters, that can ncither read
sor write, nor Pave been train'd to the Stage,
or that fort of exercife:  [Neither is their
Tongne we ! bung, nov have they proper Lan-
gaage, wor can they aeceitt the words, or give
them a decent vmimciation: Nor do they
kuon- at all what they ave about, of what it 18
they fuy s Jo that fometimes they chop one
word nito three, fiep m the middle of a fen-
bence, mabkaing 1t o gueftion, which is a fen-
tece of ddmration 5 aceenting and pronoun-
cing with their gefinie crery thing Kim Kam,
ghiite contyary s c.aufing langhtey, and booting
i the Play-Foufe, that inflead of turning to
Eidification, there is nothiig but feandal and
.'lt‘ri/?un.

4. 1he Favces and wanton Interlndes which
they i with the Myfleries Ecclefiaftical,
smake it a thing forbidden by all the Gouncls,
as the Doédors all agree.

g. It is vifible that what they do i for
Lucve oulys as they would do with « Tavern,
or Trade : Jnd they vaife the price, which the
firft sear was tirenty and twenty five Crowns,
ihe next thivty and thirty fix Crowns, and s
this prefeut year forty and fifty Growns of the
Sun, for every Box.

6. Great

C57)

6. Great wmifchief, by Affignations, under
colour of going to the Flays, ddulrerics, &c¢.

=, The Plays occafion Junkesing and ex-
penges ¢ xtraordinary, amongft the comion
people 5 fo that which a Handy-crafty-man bas
caritd in aweek, fhall be alb fpent i one day,
at the Plays, and the Ffunketing and Dyun-
kennefs, wheveby bis Wife and poor Ghildren
[uffer all the week,

8. Charity fo tuch impasred, that within
she fix weehs that the Plays have contsnucd,
the Abws are leffewd ;000 Livies,

Nothwithflanding alk which, one Royer, a
Fifb- feller, a Carpenter, a Cibler, and vtlers
their Companions have a-nen fur this next
year undertaken to bane acted the Old Tefta-
ment, and Jct @ price for hercafter 10 ges mio:
ney from the people.

OFf all which, the King's dtorncy General
being suformed, bath put @ flop o theiy fars' e
proceedings. They fhew a Letter of Pviviledge
shey bad obtained from the King.

By the Letters it appears, they had [uggeft-
ed to the King, that what they did 1w.s ont of

are Zeal and Devotion, and for the Ldifica-
tion of the “L'eople, which 15 falfe s and befides,
their quality and civenmfances [peak the con-
traryy and whas they do 15 baiely a Trade for
gain. Moreover, in the Old Teftamenr e
iaiy things not [0 proper $0 be dechar:u 1o the
i ‘::uple,

ez e e ey .

———

=T T~
T ———— o r——

e e e mewT i
L L Lol v -
P e R




(58)
People, weak and [imple, that may be drawn
in to turn Jews for want of underflanding,

For thefe confiderations a flop #5 put to thery
Aéting of the Old Teftament. #/ the good
plealare, will and intention of the King, when
snformi’d of thofe matters, [ball be known.

The faid dstorney General alfo prefented
another Gomplaint againft the former Gompa.
Ny, that they might put into the Poors Box,out
of thesr Profits, for their veprefenting the Alts
of the Apoftles, eight bundred Livres till
farther order 5 the like agamft the Company
that atted Chrill’s Paffion.

The Council for the Strolers faith, He
comes 1ot to anfwer the Charge againfl them
that fhow the Adts of the Apoftles s but for
the new Gompany only of the Myftery, for the
Old Teftament. And true it is, that the
King two years fiuce having fomctimes feen
them A.i the Myflery of the Pallion 5 and by
the account then made biin, how well they
played the Acts of the Apoftles; and that
st was worth bis while alfo 10 Jee the Repre-
Jentatsion of the Old Teftament, Royer
above-named, being then prefent, did pro-
mife the King to get the Old Teftament
Aéted.  dnd thevenpon the King gave leave
to the faid Roer, to have the Reprefenta-
tion of the Old Teltaments and granted him
Letters Patents accordingly.

This

(59)

. ThisRecord, abridg'd here, inthe trans
flation, giving o particular 2n Hittory ot
the Sage in thofe days, is added at length
in the Original, at the end of the Book.

King Frascis liv'd about five or fix years
after.  And then were ehe Coin sdans both
French and Italians, all packe otl, and ba-
nifhed the Kingdom.

In 1597. Peter I driveu publifhd Co-
medics,” written, as he tells us, in unita-
tion of the Antient Greeks, Latins, and
Modera Jralians,  And the end he propofed
was according to /furace,

Quelgue profir, & contentement enfemble.

After him Alexaxder Ilirdy attempted
Tragedy, whofc works were  ubldhed anm
1625 Not long after fucceeded the fa-
nious Corneifle, who begin to write for
the Stage, aficr Hardy's Modcl,

And now, ifthe French Theatre did not
rife to cqual the glory of the Romans, and
Anticnt Greeks, it was not for want of En-
¢ouragement {rom the Government. Car-
dinal Rechelieu, who had the power in his
hand, did heartily and generoufly perform
his part. He founded the Aeademy Royal,
and more efpecially provided/or theTheatre.
- Yet
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Yet with this Caution, (@) never to re-
prefent  Aucuwes aitions Malhonnefles | ny
d uier d'aucunes parsles lafcives, wy a double
ententey qui puiffent bleffer I honneftete pub-
Jrgue.  And we find the Poets ftand correct-
ed, and do pennance it they chance to of-
fend againtt this declaration.  The liberty
de [’ equrvogue, nor any idée vilaine will
tlire cleape cenfure, even by the Audience.
So the Theodore by Corneille, wou'd not
take.  No other reafon could be devifed by
the Auchor, but themeer conceipt of her
Profticution, which was odious to the ima-
giruon. And He rightly obferves from
thence, that our Thearres are much more
delicate on thofe occafions, than wercthe
Ancient Fatchers, or the Pulpits. Says he;
However tis [cme fatisfallion to me that 1
Jee the better and more found part of my Fudges

impute thic ill fuccefs tothat imagination
a Proftitucior, which one could not endure
tho ’twas well known, it would not take ef-
feit : dnd that to allay the borror of it, I
made ule of L the helps that art awd expe-
rience could furnifhme withall. Amidft this
difrrace, I rejorce ta fee the purity of our
Stage, to find that an hiflors, the faireft Or-
mament f the feand beok of St. Ambros’s
Virgins, appears too licentiotts to pafs on our

(1) Lew. 13, Decl régr,

Stage,

(60) |

(6t)
Stage, What might kave becn faid, if, like
that great Doior of the hurdh, 4 hae j{)own
the Virgin in that infam us place, if 1 bad
defcribed the various agitations of her mind,
whilft (he was in the place, if 1had drawis the
troubles fhe felt that inftant /7Je Jaw (her
Jover ) Didymus cone in tober 5 tis on this
occaffon that this great Saint makes Triumph
that Eloquence which Converted S, Aufiin,
it is for this [p: ctacle, tlal ke particularly
anvites the Virgins 10 gpen their e)es.
I kept her from the fight, cind fo inuch as
I could, from the imagination of my 414(//6»{6.
Tet after all my induftry, the modety of oar
Theatre is fuch, to difizke thar liteley which
the neceffity of my fubject, forced me tomake
kuown. ‘
In puints of decency the Freach are cer-
tainly very dcicare, aud cornneudable,
he noble encomageran. i they met with
al, and their fingular appliczon have car-
ricd them vary tar in the nnprovement of
the Drama. Nor were the Audience to be
taxed for the haity applaufe,wucy bhave oficn
given o viays of no grear ment 1t has been
{o 1n all Natjons.

As, in Pictures, Aman who‘ had nevee
feen fucha thing betore, wou'd find his
amufement, and be 1 admiratior: at cvery
Sign-poft, or Saracens bead that he Travels

by
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by. The firft Plays of Corneille were bets
ter, that is, morcregular, thanany bctore
him, the Audience had never feen the ke,
Judgment runs, moft.-what by comparifon :
by Purple we Judgeof Purple.

They now fee the difference betwixt his
ﬁrlt Eflays, and the Plays compofed in his
riper years,

Afier all it is obferv’d how much, that
Wild-goofe-chafe of Romance runs ftill in
their head, fome Scenes of Love muft eve-
ry where be thuffled in, tho’ never fo unfea-
fonable.

The Grecians were for Love and Mufick
as mad asany Monfieur of 'emall; yettheir
Mufick kept within bounds ; attempted no
Metamorphofis to turn the Drama to an
Opera. Nordid their Love come whining
on the Stage to Lffeminate the Majetty of
their Tragedy, It was net any love for
Brifeis that made Achilles fo wroth; it
was the affront, w taking his booty from
him, 1n the face of the Confederate Army.
This, hisStomach cou’d not digeft.

== MEC gravem

Peleide flomachum cedere Nefcij. Hor.

One, with the Genius of Miguel Cervante,
mighe, doubtlefs, find matter for asgood
a Sa-

m
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a Satyr, from the ¥ _uch Gallanery, as He
had done from thc Spanifh Chivalry.

Another objc&ion, is theix writing Plays
in Ryme.
" Tﬁc Hlexameter woud not pafs in Greek
or Latin ‘Lrapedy, for the language is to
be Agiffinte, active. They reckon’d the
Fambick to be the verfe for bufinefs.

.- Natum rebus agendis. Hor.

The French feem the remoteft in the
World from this fort of Turn. Our FEar
fhoud notbe hankering after the dyme,
when the bufinefs thould wholly take us
up, and fill our Head.  The words muft
be all free, independant, and difengag'd,
no entanglement of Ryme to bein our way.
We muft clear the Decks, and down with
the Ornaments and Trappings in the day
of A&ion, and Engagement.

But they are not only fetcer’d with Ryme,
but their verfe is the long Alexandrin, of
twelve fyllables: with a ftop, or paufe al-
ways inthe middle. '

As if a Latin Tragedy were writtenall
in Pentameters, ‘To the Tune of,

Hei mihi quod domino, won licet ire tho s

Or,
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Or, withus, to the Air of Ziepkins and
Sternold.

0 Jing unto the Lord, a new and joyful fong,

A Man fthow'd not eruft his own Earto
Judge a forreign language by, buc their
own befl aurnors are fenfible of this haltin
ther verie, and complain of that Cefure
and perp.vaal Monotomy, as they call it.

In oo their language e felt wanes frength
and finews, 1s teo eeble for the Weight
and Mai:ily of Tragedy. We fec their
Confonants fpread on Paper, butthey fick
in the Hedge; they vats not their Teeth
i thew Prov unciacion,

From Spasmn little obfervable can be ex-
pected in refation to Dramatick Poctry ;
Suxe Cawpancliahad aflur'd them chat it
is the Nurfeof Herefe.

So Father Guzma:- informs us that his Ca-
tholick Muajetty, Pbil. 1. (&) towardsthe
end of lus life, ( when ins Witdom was
en fu punia, on the prick of perfeétion, old
age Loy, & falfad: la fabiduria,{eeing nei-
ti.cr medio, 0 remedio to retorn them ) did
quue semifh them the Country.

1renanother Jefuit lers s to know how
rchgioufly the truly Catholick, 2bil 1V,

(b) Dife.6.1.8,

this

(65
this very year 1646, hath packtthem awa
as the common Plague from out the King
domsof Spain, by his Royal Edi¢t.

Quam pic Phil, 1V. vere Catholicus Ce-
madias ab Hifpanie regnu, hoc Anno 1646,
ut Communem peflem regio ablegarit Fditto,
Efcobar, Mor. Theol. So we fce this Nurfe
of Flerefie, this Liead of the Pagan Hiydra,
is like to have no footing within the Cathe-
lick Majcfties Dominions. The Inguifiion
and the Mufes muft not fet their Horfes
together,

Since the decay of the Roman Empire
this Ifland, peradventure has been more
fortunate in matters of Poctry, than any
of our Neighbours. Notwithftanding the
prefent flourithand oftentationof the French
Theatre : Our Wit mighthave made us the
better Pocts: tho' our honelty make us
worfe Politicians.  We find of the Britifh
Poetry to this day. Onc of our oldeft
Medals bears an Harp on the Reverfe, with
the Name Xunobeline around it.

The Germans have often printed with
Plautus 2 Comedy call’d Querolus 5 which
no body now queftions, but that it was
written by Gildas, who lived Anno. 493.

After him 7haliefin, and Merlin, and
others, had they not written in Welch,
might yet deferve aneftcem amongft u..

F Cu:
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" Our Saxon Kings havetheir Grants, and
Charters in Ryme, yctupon Record.

The firlk William ctine, fingog Roland,
to fight that decifive Battel, which wan
him England.  Kolaudi cantu inchoato, ut
Lellatoram animos accenderet, pralium Com-
miferunt, As Mat, Paris, Mat.Weftminfler,
Will. Malm.bury, Knightony and the relt
inform us.

Andindeed, to writcin Latinthe World
hed not the like to our Pocts of that Cen-
tury  Jofeph of Fxeter, wrote fo much
above the Age, that he was well-nigh loft
fromuss his Poem of the Trojan War, go-
ing a long time currant in Print for a Claf-
fick, under the name of (ornelius Nepos.
He brings us to Amg R. L. with whom,
and with Baldwyn Archbifhop of Canter-
bury, Hewent to the HolyWar.

This King, Richard Ceur de lion, and his
Brother Ffirey had formerly liv’d much in
the Courts of feveral Princes, in and about
Provence, focame totake delightin their
Language, their Poetry (then call'd the
Gay Science) and thwir Pocts s which be-
gan not long before his time, to be in
great vogue m the World.

The ltalian (¢ ) Authors acknowledge

" that the beft part of their Language, and

(¢ ) Bembo. Speron Sperone, KC.

of
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of their Poetry is drawn {rom that of ‘ro-
vener, as, indced, is alfo that ol the Spr-
nith, and other Modern Languages. ltis
cerrain thatPetrarch ( the Poct that the
ltalians brag moft on to this dvy ) woud
fhow very empty, 1f the Provencial V'octs
had from him, all their ownagain.  And,
in truth, all our Aodern Poctry comes
trom them.

Never was known that application, both
in the Princes andPeople, as at that time
every where to the ‘Provencial Potry,
which gave one of (d) their Rom-neer-.
the fancy that Charlemain made a Donativi
of ¥rovence, to be the Poets Patrirriv.

I thould not be fo large on this occalion
but to antidote againftan imprefiion, our
Monks of thattime might otherwifc make
upon us.  As, amongft the rcft, ioger
JToveden tells, that this King Richard, to
raife himfelf a name, went about beaning
and buving verfes and flattering Ryines ;
And by rewards enticed over from trance
Singers and Jeflers, to fing of him in the
Streets.  And it was cvery where ivei ouf,
that there was not the like of Lim, in the
World again, Fic ad augmentuim & fatmam
(ui Nomunis, emendicata carmina, & rith-
mos adulatorios comparabat , & de reguo

(4) Phit: de Menslis.
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Lrapcorum Cantores (' Joculatores alexerat
ut de illo canerent in Plateis, & dicebatur
ubique quod non erat tales in orbe,

‘Vhat thele Songflers and Feflers were
brought trom France is moft falfe.  France
had no preteniions thereabouts in - thofe
days. “Lhofe Countreys were Fiefs of the
Empire.  Frederick ). had  Enfeoffed Ra-
mond Berenger ot the County of Provence,
Torcalquiers, and places adjacent, as not
long after Frederick 11, inflall’d William an

courb icz, Prince of Orange, King of Arles-

and Fiennes : which family had formerly
poilcds'd Provesce.  As truly, he might
have faid, they were brought from Spain :
fov Mdefonfo King of Arragon, Count of
Provence, Barcelowa, &c. had given and
feteled on his Son this County of Provence.
It may be noted that about the fame time
that the Provencial Poetry did flourith,
did alfo fpring upthat Z/erefy of the Albi-
¢enfes that fo much alarm’d the Popith
World, and coft {o many Crufades to fup-
prefs them.  Rumond Count of Tholoufe
was the Proteltor of the Albigenfes, and
was alfo a principal Patron of thefe Pocts.
Guelhem of Ageult, Albers of Sifleron, Ram-
bald of Orange (names now reviv'd by the
Duke of Savoy ) and the like, were Pro-
vencial Pocts 5 All the Princes that were in

league

( 69)
league together to fupport the Albigenfes
aganft France and the Pope, did encourage
and patronize thefe Poets, amongfl the reft
a King of Arragon lott lus hte i the quar
rel, at a Battel where Simon Monfort did
command as chict ot the Crafade.

From hence we may gather why the
Monks were {o angry av:hefe Szazers and
Fefters.  And did pot like that the Ning,
fhould be fo familiar with them,

One of them with Ning Rechard was
Anfelm Faydet, of whom Petrarch.

wo- Anfelmo
& mille altri we vidi © a cui la livgua

Lancia & [padafu fewpre, © feudo & eliico

1 [aw, with many ethers, Anfelm there,
Whofe tongue was fhield and belm:t, fword
(and fpear.
This Anfelm was wont to writc ( omsdies,
and Tragedies ; which in his own Country
he could fell tor 2 or 3000 livres Turaois ;
and fome for more : And had feverala&ed
at hisown charge. After King Richards
death, hemarried 2 Nua, a Dam of 1. -
lity, outof aNunnery at Aix. And «f-
ter went to live with the Marquefs of #ex

ferrat, who took part with the Cownr o

Tholoufe : And to him Anfelm ventur'd o
F3 thow
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fhew a Comedy s which till then he had
k p fecrct from every body: and there
fod it acted.

tn one ¢f his Poems he defcribes the Pa-
Lice of Love, his Court, his State, bis
¢ .wcr, which Petrarch changid, and fa-
imon’d to his mind 3 and calls i, in his
ook, i triumfo di amore.

Another of thefe Feffers was Foucket of
Aarfesties, who upon the death of King
Ri-hard, went home, turn’d Monk, and
sole tobe Archbithop of Zholonfe. Pante
has himin his Paradite, and Petrarch of
him thuy

Yolchetto : ch'a Marfilia il nome ba dato,

&5 a Genova tolto = €5 al’ effremo
Cangio, per wiglior patria, habito & [lato.

Another of thefe ( with Feffrey King Ri-
chard’s Brother ) was Jeffrey Kudel, of

whom Petrarch,

Giaiifre Rudel, cb’ ufo la velae'l remo
A cercarla (ua morte---

Whillt this Poet was with our Prince
FJeffrew, hie was told, by Pilgrims thatcame
from the Floly Land, fomany fine thiogs of
the Countefs of Tripoly, that he could ftay no
longer. He

(7))

He puts on a Pilgrims Weeds, takest
Voyage to Tripoly, fll fick by the way,
and ere he came a-fhore was almofl dead.
The Countefs ntorny'd of this Errantry,went
to the Ship, took him by the hand. He
opened his Eyes, faid, £laving feen hery he
was fatufied ; fo departed this lite.

She made for bim a moft fplendid Fune-
ral, provided him a Tomb of Porphyry,
and his Epitaph in Arabick Verfc: And
had his Sonnets all curioufly copied over,
and illumin'd, with Letters of Gold ;- was
taken with Melancholy, and turned Nun:
?pc of the Sorgs made in his Voyage, was
this:

Trat, & dolent m'eu partray
$'yeu non vey eft” amour de luench.
€ non fay gu’ ouras la veyray,
car fontrop noftras terras luench.
Dieu que fes tout quant vew, € vay :
e form’ & queft’ amour de lucnch,
my don poder al cor, car hay
efper vezer P amour de luench.
Segnour, tenes miy per Veray,
J amour qu’ ay vers ella de laench.
car per un ben que m'en efchai
ba mille mals tant foy de luench.
Ja d'autre amour non janziray

s'yeu nen jau deft’ amour de luench.
F 4 gu%a
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g una plus bella non en fq
en luec yue fia, ny pres, ny luench,

Sad and beavy fhould I part,
but for this Loe fo far aways
not knowing what my ways may thwart,
my Native Land [o far away.

Thou that of all things Maker art,
and form’ft this Love fo far away ;
give body's firength, then fhan't 1 flart,
from feeing her fo far away,

Fow true a Love to pure defer?,
my Love to her fo far away !
eas'd vuce, a thoufand times I [inart,
whillt, ab! fhe is [o far away.

Noxe other Love, none other Part
Ifecl, but hers fo far away,
but fairer never touch’d an heart,
than hers that i fo far away,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIL

Savety de Mauleon a Provencial Poct. Teftimony
of bim. King R.1. Fius Verfes when Prifoner
in Aultria. Tbe Emperor Frederick Barba-
rofla. His Poetry, Ramond Beringhier. Four
Daughters, four Queens, Rob. Grofthead. His
Provencial Poetry.  Other Languages ftubborn,
Chaucer refin'd our Englifh. Which in perfection
by Waller. Hés Poem on the Navy Royal,beyond
all Modern Poetry in any Language.  Before
bim onr Poets better expreffed their thoughts in
Latin. Whence Hoveden might miftake, and bis
Malice. A Tranflation from Grofthead, The
Harp a Mufick then in fafbion. Five Tragedies
from Joan Queen of Naples. Forreigners al
calld French, . Plays by the Parifh-Clerks of
London. What ander H. V1. flourifh under
Qugen Elizabath. The Gorboduck. ~ French
much bebind-hand with ws.  Tragedy, with us,
but a [hadow,

Avery de Mauleon, mentioned in our
Englith Hiftorics, is rcckoned another
of thefe Provencial Poctss of him an old

* Bard, amongft them,gave this Teftimony :

- Douffament fait motz & fos
1ab amor que’ m .a vencut. .

$1) Giithem BritonMES. with Signior Redjs 1
.. Sweetly

e, e e
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Sweetly could be fay and [ing
of Lo'uye, that me hath vanqui/bed.

And the fame Author fays of King

Richard, .

Coblas a teiva faire adroitement
pow ves oillez enten dompna gentilz,

Stanza’s be trimly could inuent,
upon the Eyes of Lady gext.

One Stanza, of a Sobg made by him,

when a Prifoner in Auftris, may ferve for
a tafte,

Or fachan ben mos homs, e mes Barons,
Anglez, Nonmans, Peytauins, e Gafcons ;
gu'yeunow ayga fi paure Compago,

que per aver lou laiffefs” en prefon.

Know ye, my Men, my Barons all,
1England, and inNormandy,
I Poréers, and in Gafcony,

1 wo Companion-held'fo fmall,
Tolet bim thus in durance lie.

Our King Richard*had not the Expedient

~ of'the French King St. Lewis, whojtaken Pri-
+ foner by the'Sarazens, pawst'd the:Buchaxlft,

body
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body for body, to the Infidels for his Ran-
fom.

Signior Redi, now with the great Duke
of Tufcany, tells us the Mss. with King
Richard's Poetry (*), and many other of
the Provencial Pocts are in his keeping.

"This of the Emperor Frederick 1, is cur-
rant every wherc.

Plas my Cavallicr Francez,
e la domma Catallana,

e I ourar Gynoez,

€ li Cour de Kaflellana,
lou Kantar Provenfales,

e la danfa Trivyzana,

e la corps Arrogonex

e laperla Fulliana,

les mans e Kara d’ Angles,
e lou donzel de Thufana.

1 like in France the Chivalry,

The Catalonian Lafs for me,

The Genoes for working well,

But for a Court commend Caflile.

For Song, no Countrey to Provance,
And Treves muft carry't for a dance.
The fimeft fhapes in Arragon,

In Juliers they (peak in Tune,

The Exglifb for an band and face,
Por Buoys, troth, Tufcany’s the place.
(*) Redi Dithyrambick. ‘

They
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They who have writtenthe lives of the
Provencial Pocts, with King Richard, and
the Emperor Frederick Barbaroffa, give us
alfo thelifc of Ramond Count of Provence,
memorable for his four Daughters, marri-
ed to fo many Kings.. Margaret, to Lewis
King of ‘France. Elionor to our H. 1L
Sance, to Richard King of the Romans,
Beatrice to Charles King of Naples and -
eily.  On this occafion, thus Dante.

Quattro fizlie bebbe, & Ciafcunarcina
Ramondo Beringhieri.---

Four lovely Daughters, each of thema Queen,
Iad Ramond Beringher.---

Neither were the Churchmen all of the
fame Kidney with tlie Monks : as may be
gatherd from the famous Bifhop of Lincoln
Rob. Grofthead ; the moft eminent in his
time for Picty and Learning, and the Man
of greateft Authority, who when living
made the old Gentleman in St. Peters Chair
tremble, andthe bare Ghoft of him, after.
wards fo thumpt off the Pope, that hie died
of the contufion. He compos'd feveral
treatifes | in this Provencial Ryme and Lan-
guage.  Qne of them; in Bodleys Library,
bears this title o 2
Traflatus

|
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Traftatus inlingua Romana [ecundum Domi.
Rob. Groffetefte Lincoln Ep. de Principio
Creationis Mundi.

'The beginning is this

Ki penfe ben, ben peut dire
Sanz penfer ne poet [offire
De nul bon oure Comencer
Deu nos doint de li penfer
De ki, par ki, en ki font
Toz les bens ki font el mond.

Flethat thinks well, well can fay -
Without thinking, nought he may
Not a good work once begin,

Godwou'd have us think of him :

From whom, by whom, in whom are all
The good thingswhich the IVorld we call.

This Provencial wasthe firft, of the mo-
dern languages, that yielded and chim’d
in with the mufick and fweetnefs of ryme s
which makingits way by Savoy to Mon-
ferat; The Italians thence began to file
their wolgare 5 And to fet their verfes all
after the Chimes of Provesce.  Our Inter-
marriages, and our Dominions thereabouts,
brought us much fooner acquainted \;']it.h

thetr
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their Tongue and Poetry ? And they, widl
us, that would write verfe, as King Ri-
chard, Saveryde Mauleon, and Rob. Groftead,
finding the Englifh ftubborn and unweildy,
fell readily to that of Proveice, as more
glib, and lighter on the Tongue. But
they whoactempted verfe in Englifh, down
till Chaucers time, madean heavy pudder,
and are always miferably pue to'e for a
word to clink : which commonly fall fo
awkard, and unexpectedly as dropping from
the Clouds by fome Machiae or Mira-
cle.

Ghaucer found an Herculean labour on
his Hands ; And did perform to Admira-
tion. He feizes all Provencal, French or
Latin that came in his way, gives them a
new garb and livery, and mingles them
amongft our Roglith: turns out Eaglith,
gowty, or faperannuated, to placein their
room the foreigoers, fic for fe_rvxce,. train’d
and accuftomed to Poetical Difcipline.

But tho' the Iealian reformation wasbe-
gun and fimfhed well nigh at the fame timc
by Beccace, Dan:e, and Petrarch. Our
laoguage retain'd fomething of the churl ;
fomeching of the Stiff and Gothifh did ttick
upon it, ull long after Chaucer.

Chaucer threw inLatin, French, Proven-

cial, and other Languages, like new Stum
to
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to ratfea Fermentation; In Queen Elizas
beth's time it grew fine, but came not to an

* Head and Spirit, did not fhine and fparkle

till Mr.Waller fet it a running.And one may
obferve by his Poem onthe Navy, 4n. 1632,
that Nos the language only, but His Poe-
try then dittinguifh'd him from all his con-
temporaries, both in Englandand in other
Nations; And from all beforc him up-
wards to Horace and Virgil. For there,
befides the Language Clean and Majeflick,
the Thoughtsnew, and noblc ; the Verfe
fiveet, fmooth, full and firongs the turn
of the Poem is happy to Admiration. The
firlt line, with all that follow in order,
leads to the conclufion, all bring to the
fame point and centre,

70 bis own chafen more indulgent , He
Dares truft fuch power with fo much piety.

Hera is both Zomer and Virgil ; the for
tis Achilles, and the pius Eweas, in the
perfon he Comg}imcms, and the greatnefs
is owing to his Vertue. The Thought and
Application is moftNatural, Juft, and true
in Poetry, tho’ in fad, and really, He might
have no more fortitude or picty, than ano-
ther body. For the repairing then of Pauls
gave a reafonable colour for his Picty s Al:ld

that
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that Navy Royal might well give him the
prereminence in power, above dchilles.
whoever before that time, trﬁ;ed the fame
thoughts in Latinand in Englith verfe ; tle
former alwayshad the advantage ; the ex-
preflion being more lively, free, elegant,
and cafic: Whereas in the Englith fome
thing or other was flill amifs ; force or af-
fectation, poverty or fuperfluity mangling
or difguifing, pinching or encombring it.

Amongft “the names for thefe Provencial
Poets intheir own Countrey, they werc
call’d Troubadours, Jeongleors, and Chan-
terres, the laft word is not forrciga to our
Cathedrals, the fecond Roger FHoveden ren-
der'd Joculatores,as we may turn the firft to
Trompcters, but the Troubadours, or Tro-
werres were fo named from their Invention,
as we fay trefor troue, and the Italians call
them Trovatore 5 And FJongleors was given
them from fome Mufical inftrument then
in ufe, as the Greck or Latin, that were
call'd Lyrick Pocts. So our Rob. of Gro-
fHhead might then be a Fongleor, from his
delight in the Harp, as we find ina pre-
face to one of his Booksin Bodleys Library,
part of whichis chis. o

fFor Tetoed men p wnbyrtoke,
Fn Cnglplh Tonge to make this Woke 5 o

(8c)
o2 many bepn of feeche manere
@hat Talys and Wpmyps wple blethly heren

Zn @amyps and ffeftys and at theale
Lobe men to leftene trotonale,
T@o alle Crpftyn men under HSunne
£no to gobe men of Baunue,

QAup (pecially alle by name
The felawepe of Spmprpunghame
Robert of Waunne gretpth sow,

The Zees of Grace fpl than to be
A thoufand and three hruudew and thice

D that tywe turnedey thys
In Coglifh Tonge out of Frankys.

¥ Mall 30 telle ag p hatve herd
OFf the by{ihop Scynt Roberd

Dys nawe ps Evoftefte
D Ayniolne fo fepth the gefte

Pe Lovede moche to here the Yarp —

‘The Harp, it fcems, wasin reputation
at that time; And m Provesce mught Lg
no hindrance to their matcers of Piety 5 nor
be il Mufick for the Albigeafes, and ihe

G . Hereft,
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pierefie of Lions, They had their Godly
Romances, their Turneament of Antichrift,
and Fantamarie del Paganefmo, and the like,
Some wrote the Wars and Prowefs of fe-
veral Kings and Princes, the King of Arles
againft theSaracens, la guerra delli Baul-
fenfi, the War of the Princes of Baulx (the
Prince of Orange’s Family, . ) but Co-
medy and Tragedy was what mott of them
ofter'd at in their way.

The tamous Joan, Queen of Naples, gave
fubjcét, to one of the laft of thofc Pocts,
for five Tragedies : call’d by him, 1. The
Andreaffa. 2. The Taranta. 3. The Ma-
iorichina. 4. The dlemanua, from An-
dreas, froma Prince of Taranto, a Princeof
Maiorca, a German Prince (of the Houfc
of Brunfwich ) her four Husbands, mur-
der'd by her. 5. Giovannella, from her
own juft and ignominious cataftropbe.

By all this Hiftory we fec the aflertion
of Campanella was not wichout foundation.
And tor the fame caufe our Monks might
wellbe jealous of King Richard, and diflike
in our other Kings, about that time, their
great Corrcfpondenceand Alliances in Pro-
VENCE.

So the great cry in Henry the 1L time

¢ who with his Brother Richard, had Mar-
ried

. ( 83)

ried two of the Daughters of that Count
of Provence, was againfl the #rench: (Ly
that name noting all Forrcigner:.~ - )

* .
‘@1 remue the frenfle men to 1ibbe beponw e,
331 hor londs her and ther,and ne cone noght awe.

%IIID togranti od latog anv the oly Chartevalfu,
hat (o ofte mas igranted er, and {o ofte unue.

And yet from this Marriage, fprang tholc
our Kings which afterwards conquered
France,

Thefe refle@ionshave drawn me too for
beyond my purpofe, which was only to
treat of dramatick reprefentations. (e ) Of
which kind Stew tells ts thatin the time of
(1/1’. 11. An 1391. the Parifb Clerks of Lou-
lon. Aled a Play at the Skinners Well Ly
Smithfield, which lafted thrce days ; and
was of Matters from Adam and Fve.  And
m A IV. his time, 4un 1409. another
was reprefented at the fame place, which
held cight days. ' A
~ From this, and what was noted before
i France and Iraly, we may gather that
the OM Teftament, Chrifts Paffion, and the
Alls of the Apofiles, were the ordinary cn-

* Rob. Gloe, Mss. Cattan. () Survey of London,
G2 tertainmant

U et

—yT




T e S

R ATy

‘ertainment on the Srage, all Europe over,
tor an hundred year or two, ofour greateft
ignorance and darknefs. Butthat in England
we hadbeen ufed to another fort of Plays
in the beginning of £4 V1L Reiga may be
feen from thar ofthe * Laureat on Cardinal
woolfey

Like @abound in a Play 5
Homan dare him with (ap.

And in the fame reign we find printed
the Interludes of Fobn Heywood.  But ear-
Jy under Queen Elizabeeh, our dramatick
Poctry grew to fomething of a juft fym.
metry and proportion in 1566, Geo. Ga/-
coigne of Grays-Inntranflated the Suppofes,
trom Arioflo, which was thereacted : as
alfo his Jocafla Englithed from Euripides,
the Epiloguc witten by Chr, Telverton,

And afier that were reckon’d for Come-
Ay, Edward Earl of Oxford; for Tragedy
amongft others, Zhomas Lord of Bucbur(t,
whofc Gorboduck is a fable, doubtlefs, bet-
ter turn’dfor Tragedy, than any on this
fide the A/ps in his time s and might have
Leen abetter direction vo Shakefpear and
Ben. Jobnfon than any guide they have had
the luck to follew. Here

« Skelten.
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Fere is a King, the Quecn, and their two
Sons.  The King divides bis Realm, and
gives it betwixt his two Sons,  They quar-,
rel.  The Elder Brother Kids the Tounge.*
Which provokes the AMother to Kill the El-
der.  Thercuponthe King Kills the Mothers -
And then to make a clear Stage the people
rife and difpatch old Gorboduck.

It isobjected by our Neighbours againlt
the Englith,that wedclight inbloody fpecta-
cles.  Our Pocts who have not imizated
Gorboduck inthe regularity and roundnefs
of the defign, havenot failedonthe Theatre
to give us theatrocité and blood, enough
in all Confcience.  From this time Dramna-
tick Poerry began to thrive with us, wad
flhurith wenderfully.  The French confefs
they had nothing in this kind confiderabic
till 1635, that the Academy Royal was
frunded. Long before which time we had
from Shakefpear, Fletcher, and Eex. Fohu-
Jon whole Volumes; at this day in pofle(fion
of the Stage, and acted with greater ap-
plaufcthanever.  Yetafterall, U fear what
Quintilian pronounced concerning the Ro-
man Comedy, may as jultlybe faid of Eng-
lith Tragedy: In Trage dia maxiwe clandica-
mus, vixX levem confequimur umbram. In
Tragedy we come fhort extreamly; hardly
have wea flender fhadow of i, CHAP.
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CHAPDP. V.

Othello. More of a picce.  tn Tragedy four parts.
Fable, rhe Ports part, Cinthio’s Novels,
Othello alieved for the worfe.  Marriage, ab-
Jurd, forbidden by Horace. Fable of Othello.
Vle and Application. Othello’s Love powder.
High-German Doflor. Fenetians odd tafte of
things, Their Women fools.  Employ Strangers.
Hatethe Moors, Characters, Nothing of the
Moor in Othello, of @ Venctian in Defdemona.
Of a Souldier in )ago. The Souldiers Charatler,
by Horace, Whae by Shakefpear. Agamem-
non. Venetians uo fenfe of Jealonfie. Thoughts,
in Othello, in a Horfe, or Maftiff, more fenfibly
cxproft. 1 Manners. Outragions to a Noble-
wran, to Fumanity., Addvefs, in telling bad
acws.  In Princes Comrts In Ariftophanes.
1; Rabelais. Penetian Senate.  Thesr Wif-

U,

1 YRom alltheTragediesadted onour Eng-
_ lith Stage,0¢hello is faid to bear theBell
away. ‘The Suljedl is more ot a piece,
and “there is indeed fomething like, there is,
as it were, fome phantom of a Fable. "The
Fuble isalways accounted the Soulot Tra-
pedy.  And 1t isthe Fable which is pro-
perly the Poets part.  Becaufe the other
‘ thice
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three parts of Tragedy, to wit the Gha-
radlers are taken from the Moral Philofo-
pher ; the thoughts or fence, from them
that teach Rbetorick : And the laft pare,
which isthe exprefion, we learnfrom the
Grammarians.

This Fableis drawn froma Novcl, com-
pos’d in ltalianby Giraldi Cinthio, whoalfo
was a Writer of Tragedics. And tohat
ufe employ’d fuch of his Tales, a5 he judg-
ed proper for the Srage.  But with this of
the Moor, hemeddldno farther.

Shakefpear aliers it from the Original in
feveral particulars, bur always, unfortu-
nately, for the worfe. Hc Leffows a name
on his Moor ; and ftyles him the Moor of
Pence : aNote of pre-eminence, which
neitherHiftory nor Heraldry canallow him.
Cinthio, who knew him beft, and whofc
creature he was, calls him fimply a Moor.
We fay the Piper of Strasburgh s the Jew
of Florence 5 And, if you pleafe, thePindar
of Wakefield : all upon Record, and me-
morable in their Places. But we fec no
fuch Caufe for the Moors preferment to
that dignity. And it is an affront to all
Chroniclers, and Aantiquarics, to top up-
on ‘um a Moor, withthat mark of renown,
who yet had never faln withio the Sphere
of their Cognifance. G4 Then
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Then is the. Moors Wife, from a fimple
Cuizen, in Cinthio, drefs'd up with her
Lop knots, and rais'd to be: Defdemona, a
Scnators Daughter. All this is very firange;
Ard therefore pleafes fuck as refleét noton

_the improbability.  Thismatch might well
be without the Parcnts Confent, Ol £o-
ra e long ago forbad the Banes,

Sed nom ut - placidis Coeant immitia, non ut
Serpentes avibus geminentur, tigribus agui,

The Fable.

Thello, a Blackmoor Captain, by talt-

inz of bis ‘Prowefs and Feats of War,
smakes Defdemona a Sewators Daughter 10
Le in love with bim; and to be married to
him, without Ler ‘Parents knowledge ; And
haviug preferred Caflio, to be bis Lieute.
rant, ( aplice which bis FEnfign Jago fued
for) Jagoin revenge, works the Moor into
a ealoufs that Caflio Cuckolds him : which
be effets by Sealing and conves ingacertain
LHlandkerchiof, which bad, at the Wedding,
been by the Moor prefented to his B ide,
Hereupon, Othello and Jago plot the Leaths

of

(8) .
of Defdemona and Caflio, Othello Maurders
her, and foou after is convincedof ber Inno-
cence. And as be is about to be carried to
Prifon, inorder to be punillid for the Mur-
der, He kills himfelf.

What ever rubs or difficulty may ftick
on the Bark, theMoral, fure, of this Fable
1s very inftructive,

1. Firft, This may be acaution to all
Maidens of Quality how, without their Pu-
rents confent, they run away wich black-
amours.

i non (i accompagnare con huomo, cui la
natura & il cielo, & tlmodo della vita, d.f-
giunge da woi, Cinthio.

Sccondly, This may be a warning to all
good Wives, that they lock well to their
Linnen.

Thirdly, This may be a leflon to Huf-
bands, that before their Jealoufie be Tragi-
cal, the proofs may be Mathematical.

Cinthio affirms that She was not overs
come by a Womanifl Appetite, but by the
Vertue of the Moor. It mult beagood-na-
tur'd Reader that takes Cinthio’s word in
this cafe, tho’ in a Novel. Shakefpear,who
is accountable both to the Eges, and to the
Ears, And to convincethe very heart of
an Audience, fhews that Defdemona was

WoR,
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won, by hearing Othello talk ,
Othello.

- -1 [pake of moft difaflrous chances,

of Moving accidents, by flood and field ;

of hair-breadth fcapes £th’ imminent deadly

of being takenby the infolent foe ; (breack;

and fold to flavery : of my redemption thences

and portents in my Travels Fliftory :

wherein of Antars vaft, and Defarts idle,

roughQuarries, Rocks, and Flills, whofe beads
(touch Heaven,

7t was my hint to fpeak, fuch was my procefs

and of the Cannibals that each others eat :

the Anthropophagi, awed men whofe beads

do grow éencath their fhoulders----

This was the Charm, this was the philtre,
the lovej owder that took the Daughter
of thisNoble Venenan,  This was fufici-
ent to make the Black-amoor Whire, and
reconcile all, tho’ there had beena Cloven-
foot into the bargain,

A meaner womnan might be as foon ta-
ken by Aqua Tetrachymagogon.

Nodes, Cataralls, Tumours, Chilblains,
Carnofity , Shankers, or any Cant in
the Bill of an High.Germin Dottor
is as good fuftian Circumflance, and

as

(9r)
as likcly to charm a Senators Daughter.
But, it fecems, the noble Venetians have
an. other fence of things.  The Doge him-
felf tells us;

Doge. £ think this Tale wow'd wis my
Daughter too.

Ihrace wells us,

Intererit Multum. - -
Colchus an Affyrivs, Thebis wutritus , an
Argts.

Shakefpear in this Play calls ‘emthe fu-
‘pcr/al*t/e wenetians. Yet exanine through-
out the Tragedy thereis notliing inthe no-
ble Defdemona, that is nct bilow any Coun-
trey Chamber-maid with us,

. And the account hegives of their Nobie-
men and Scnate, can only be caleulated for
the latitude of Gotham.

The Charatter of that State is to cmploy
firangers intheie Wars s Bue fhaila Poce
thence fancy that they will feca Negro to
be their General 3 or trufl a Moor to defend
them againft the Turk @ With us a Black-a-
moor might rife to be a Trumpeter; but
Shakefpear would not have him lefs thana

Licutenant-
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Licutenant Genar«!  “ithus a Moer migrhe.

marry fome Leovo driby, o Siell-coal
Wench : Shak jpzer, would provide him
the Davgheer and riewr of fome great Lord,
or Privv-Conncellor - And all the Town
fhould < fonir a very fuitable inatch: Yet
the Eng st ave aot bred up wirh that hatred
and averoon to the Moers, asare the Ve-
netians, «wliofuller by a perpetual Hoftiliry
from them,

Littoralittoribus contraria ---

Nothing is more odious in Nature than
an improbable lye; And, certainly, ne-
ver wasany Play traughe, like this of O-
thello, with improbabilitics.

The Charalters or Manners, which are
the fecond part in a Tragedy, are not lefs
unnacural and improper, than the Fable was
improbablcand abfurd,

Othellois made a Venetian General. We
fee nothing done by him, nor related con-
cerning him, that comports with the condi-
tion of a General, or, indecd, of a Man,
unlefs the killing himfelf, to avoid a death
the Law was about to infli¢t upon him.
When his Jealoufy had wrought him up to
a refolution of’s taking revenge for the

fup-

(93)

fuppos'd injury, He fets Fago to the fight-
ing part, to kill Caflo ; And chufes him-
felf’ to murder thefilly Woman his Wife,
that was like to make no refiftance.

His Love and his Jealoufie ate no part of
a Souldicrs Charaer, unlefs for Comedy.,

But what is moft intolerable is Fago. He
is noBlack-amoor Souldicr,fo we may be fure
he fhould be like other Souldicrs o onr ac-
quaintance; yet never in Tragedy, nor in
Comedy, nor in Nature was a Souldier with
his Characer; take it in the Authors own
words s

Em. -~~fome Eternal Villain,

Some bufte, and infinuating Kogue,

Some cogging couzeningSlave,toget fome Offce,

Florace Deferibes a Souldier oihorwide :

Impiger,iracundus inexorabilis, acer.

Shakefpear knew his Charalter of Fago

was inconfiftent. In this very Play he pro-

nounces, -

If thou doft deliver more or lefs than Truth,
Thou art no Souldicr. -

This
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. 'This he knew, but toentertain the Au-
dience with fomething new and furprifing,
sgainft common fenfe, and Nature, he
would pafs upon us a clofe, diflembling,
falfe, infinuating rafcal, inflead of anopen-
hearted, frank, phin-dealing Seuldier, a
character conftantly worn by them for
fome thoufands of years in the World.

* Tiberius (efar had a Poet Arraign’d
for his Lite : becaufe Agamemnon was
brought on the Stage by him, witha cha-
racter unbecoming a Souldier.

Our Enfigns and Subalterns, when dif-
gufted by the Captain, throw up their
Commiflions, blufter, and are barefac'd.
Fago, 1 hope, is not brought on the Stage,
in 2 Red.Coat. 1lnow not what Tivery
the Venetians wear: but am fure they hold
not thefc conditions to be alla foldatefca.

Non fraegli perfare la vendetta con infidic,
ma con la [pada in mano. Cinthio,
Nor is our Poct more difcreet irrhis Def

demona, He had chofen a Souldier for

his Knave: And a Venetian Lady is tobe

the Fool. : S
This Senators Dangliter runs away to

* Sycsonin Tib.

. (a

C9s5)

{ a Carricrs Inn ) the Sagittary, with a
Black-amoor : is no fooncr wedded to
him, but thevery night fhe Beds him, is
importuning and teizing him for a young
fmock-fac’d Licutenant, Caffia. And tho’
fhe perccives the Moor Jealousof Caflio, yct
will fhe not forbear, but ftill rings Caflio,
Caffto in both his Eays.

Roderigo is the Cully of Jago, broughe
in to be murder'd by Fage, that Fago's
hands might be the more 1 Blood, and be
yet the more abominable Villain: who
witho®t that was too wicked on all Con-
fcience; And had more to anfwer for, than
any Tragedy, or Furies could inflict upon
him. Sotherc canbe nothing in thecba-
raflers, either for the profit, or to delight
an Audicnce.

The third thing tobe confider'd is the
Theughts. But from fuch Charglters, we
need nat expedt many that arc either true,
or fine, or nables .

And without thefc, thas is, wohout
fenfe or ncaning, the fourth part of Tra-
gedy, which is the expreffion ean hardly
deferve tobe treated on dittinétly. ‘The
verfe rumbling inour Ears areof good ufe to
help oft the ation.

In the Neighing of an Horfe, or in the

.' qrowling




(96)
growling of a Matftiff, there isa meaning,
there is as lively expreffion, and, may I

fay, more humanity, than many times

in the Tragical flights of Shakefpear.

Step then amongft the Scenesto obferve
the Conduét in this Tragedy.

The firft we fee are Fago and Roderigo,
by Nightin the Streets of Vemice. * After
growling a long time ‘together, they 're-
folve to tell Brabantio that his Daughter
is run away with the Black-a-moor. -¥ago
and Roderigowere not of quality tobefami-
liar with Brabantio,nor had any provocation
from him, todefervea rude thing at their
hands, Brabantiowas a Noble Venetian
one ofthe Sovereign Lords, and principal
perfons in the Government, Peer-to the
moft Screne Doge, one attended with more
ftate, ceremony and punétillio, than any
Englith Duke, or Nobleman in the Go-
vernment  will pretend to.  This misfor.
tune in his Daughter is o prodigious, fo
tender a point, as might puzzle the fineft
Wit of the moft fuperfubtle Venctian to
touch upon it, or break the difcovery to
her Father. See then how delicately
Shakefpear minces the matter : '

Rod. What ke, Brabantio, Siguior Braban-
tio, /o,

. Jago.

C97)
Jago. Awake, what bo, Brabantio,
. Thieves, thisves, thicves :
Look to your Houfe, your Daughtcr, and your
Bays
Thieves, thicves.
Brabantio at a Window.,

Bra. What i the reafon of this terrible
Jummons ?

What is the matter there 7

Rod. Signior, is adl your Family within »

Jago. Are your Doors Jockt :

Bea, Why; wherefore ask sou this 2
Your Gown,

Jago. Sir, youare robb'd, for fhame put on
Tour Heart is burft, you have loft balf yeurSoul,
Even now, very wow, an old black Ram
Is tupping your white Ewe : arife, arife,
Awake the fuorting Citizens with the Bell,
Or elfethe Devil will make a Grawdfive of

Jou, arife] fad.

_Norhave they yet donc, amongft other
ribaldry, they tell him,

Jago. Siry you are one of thofe that wip
nat ferve God, if the Devil bid you becaufe
we come to do you fervice, youthink us Rugp.

- ans, you'le have your Daughter covered with
aBarbary Stallion. Tvw'le bave your Nephews
H neigh
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woirly to you 3 you ke bave Courfers for Couftis,
el Csenmets fer Germans.
Bra. [Vhat proj bane wyetch art thou?
Jago. 1 am cicy Sur, that come 1o tell
yoiy your Daughter and the Moor, are How
saking the Beafl with two backs.

there wont  to be kept
ac the Courts of Prinees forme body in a
Yools Coat, that inpure (implicity might
fet flip fomeihing, W hich made way for
¢he ill news, and blunted the fhock, which
otherwite might have come too violent up-

onthe party.
Ar{/loplmner pu

In former days

ts Nicias and Demofthenes
inthe difguife of Scrvants, that they might,
without indccency, be Drunk; And Drunk
he muft make them that they might with-
out refervelay openthe Areava of State ;
And the Knavery oftheir Miniflers.

Atier King Lrancis had been taken Pris
foncr atPavia. Rabelais tells of a Drun-
ken bout between Gargantiia and Fryer
Fobws whare the valiant Frycr, bragging
over his Cups, amongft his other flights,
fays he, Flad [livdin the days of Tefus
Chrift, Twould ba’ guarded Mount Olivct
that the Jews fhould never ba' tane him.

The Devil fetch we, if T would not bave
l.’dm-'_

(99 )
f/j”{ Rring’d thofe My, Apoflles, that aftes
01 . | . i 1 : R R . ‘
o ',/g('w[/ S/./)/)L;/, ranaray Jo jerroily '/m(/
545 )ezr/ Mafler'to fhift fer /~im/:'{/; I hate
‘. /];::’ '/;((101{/:[/) run away, when be fhould play
¢ s ox on't, that 1 [how’ ‘
ya - . R fhot’d not be
; "y 0{-{ lnangc for an bundred yearsor two
wou'd curtail all our French Dogs that ran
away at Pavia. gt
Thisis add is i
refs, this is trul 1, W
the preparation is fucl ) b
e pr 1s fuch, that the thing pri
cipally defignd, fallsin, asi e
cpay ¢ y asitonly were
B ak
a(ldr[ég‘sS,id'kfpear fhews us another fort of
' » his manners and good breeding
muft not be like tl . Wolld
U5 fok be ike the reft ofthe Civil World
] io was not in Mafquerade, was not

incognito 5 Fago w : -
nity. 5 Jago well knew his rank and dig-

Jago. The Magnifico /s

he 1 wmuch Lelo
Am/ bath in biseffelt, a voice L]Jolccuﬁj flf ’
As {/_oul/e as the Dufes-s-- ‘

| But befidesthe Mannersto a Magnifico
Wwmanity - cannot bear that an old (icbr;c7
i::acn }ths miusfortune fhould bc'in'fuitcd
0 t :y‘nth fuch a rabble of Skoundrel lan-
g,’uage, w.hen no caufe or provocati;)ln
ct thus it is on our Stage, this is our
H a2 School

)
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School ofgood manners, and the Speculum
Vite, . :

But our Maguifico is here in the dark, nor
are yet his Robes on : attend hin tothe
Senate houfe, andthere fee the difference,
fee the effetsof Purple.

. So, by and by, we find the Duke of
Venice with -his Senators in Councel, at
Midoight, upon advice that the Turks, or
Ottamites, or both- together, were ready
in tranfpore “Ships, pur to Sea, in order
to make a Defcent upon Cyprus.  This-is
the pofture, when we fee Brabantio, and
Othelto jointhem: By their” Conduét and
madner of talk, -a body muft ftrdin hard to
faney. the Scene -atFenice; Andnot rather
in fome of our- Cing-ports, where the Baily
and his“Fifher-men ‘ave - knockidg their
heads together on‘account of fome Whale s
or fome terrible broil upon the Coaft,
But to thew them true Venetians, the Ma-
ritime affairs ftick not long ontheir hand
thepublick may-fink or fwim. They will
fitupallnight to hear a Doctors Commons,
Matrimonial, Caufe. And have theMerits
of the Caufe at-large laid open to ‘em, that
they may decide it before they Stir.  What
can be pleaded to keep awake theiratten-
tlon -fo wonderfully @

R cher

}

Cror)y .

Never, fure, was form of pleading fo

tedious .and fo heavy, as this wholc Scene,

and midnight entertainment. “Take his
own words - faysthe Refposdent.

Oth. Moft potent, 5mve,and reverendSigniors,
My very noble, an approvd good Maflers :
T/J/.I; 1 hgve tave away this old mans Daughter,
It is moft true : true, 1 bhave Married ber,
The very front and head of my offending,
Hath this extent, nomore: rude I am n my
Jpeech,
And litele bleft with she fet phrafe of peace,
For fince thefe Avms of sne /mff feqﬁw{eﬁn pith,
Tl now fome nine Moos wafted,they haveusd
Their deareft action snthe Tented Feld: )
Andlittle of this great World can 1 Jpeak
More than pertasns to Broils and Battas)
And t/ﬂe):efore listle (hall 1 gracemy Caufe,’
Infpeaking of my felfiyet by youy gracious patience
Vwonld 4 yound unravifly d Tale deliver, =~
Of iy whole courfe of love, what drags, what
i |
‘bat Gonjuration, andwhat risighty Massc
( for fuch proceedings am 1 c}:arg’d{rit/m? )k’
1 won bis Daughter, -

Allthis is but Preamble, totell the Court
that He wanits words. ‘This was ths Elo

H ;3 quenge

I T c

e sty Y
e T




-

e T TR ST

( 102 )

quence which kept them up all Night, and
drew their attention, in the midft of their
alarms,

One might rather think the novelty,
and ftrangencfs of the cafe prevail'd upon
ehem ¢ no, the Senatorsdo not reckon it
firange atall. Inftead of tlarting at the
Prodigy, every onc isfamiliar with Def-
demona, as he were her own natural Father,
rejoice in hier good fortune, and wifh their
own feveral Daushters as hopetully  mar-
ricd.  Should the Poet have provided fuch
a FHusband for anonly Daughter of any no-
ble Pecr in Frgland, the Black-amoor muft
have chang'd his Skin, to look our Houfe
of Tardsin the Face,

Afebylus isnoted in Ariftophanes for
fetting Niobebe twoor three difs on the
Stage, belore fhe fpeaks.  Our Noble Ve-
neran, fure, is inthe other more unnatus
yal extreme,  Flis words flow m abun-
dance ; no Butter-Quean canbe more la-
vith, Nay: he istor talking of State.Af-
fairs too, above any body :

Bra, Pleafe i? your Grace, on tothe Statg
Affatrse—-

Yet 1sthis Aralaatio fenfible of_his af-
{lition ;

(o)
fliction 5 beiore the end of the Py lus
Heart breaks, lic dics.

Gra. Poor Detdemona, I am gludtly 1u-
ther’s dead, '
Thy match was wertal to bim, avd pure grief
Shore bis old thread intwain----

A third part ina Tragedy isthe 7houghty:
from Vencetians, Noblemen, and Scnators,
we may expect fine Thoughts.  Hereis a
eryal of skill : for a partingblow, the Dake,
and Brabaritio Cap fentences,  Wlhicre theu
fhall we feck for the ZTheughts, it ve e
{lip this occafion 2 fays the Duke

Duk: Let sise fpeak like your felfand lay u
Sentence,
Whichlike a greefe or flepiray belp thefe lover v
Iuto your fuvonr.,
When venicdies ave paft the giicf is ended,
By feeing the wor(l which late onbopes dopended,
To monyn a mifchicf that is paft and gon,
Is the next way to dranw sore mafchicf on
What cannot be preferv’dwhei Fovtiine takes,
Patience hey injury & Mocker ninikes.,

“The vob'd that finiles, fleals fonsething {rom 1

(Thief,
Herobs binfelf, that fp-uds an bopelefs gricf.
o4 Bt
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Bra. Svlet theTuyrk of Cyprusms beguile
We lofe st not fo long as we can fitles
He pears the fentgnce welh, that nothing beays
But the free comfort which from theice be heary,
But be bears both the fenience qnd the forrow,
That to pay gricf muft of poor patience borrow:
Zhefe Sentences to Sugar, or to (iall,
Being fvoug on both fides ave equivocals
'?)t words are words, I never yet, did hear,
That the bruis’d Heare was picrced throngh

the Ear.

i

Befeech you now 19 the affairs of State,

How far wou'd the Qucen of Sheéa haye
travell’d to hear the Wildom of our Noble
Venetians? or isnot our * Brentford a Vene-
tian Colony, for me:hinks their talk is the
very fame?

What fuysPrince #o/fcivs 2
Volfeius,
What fhall I do, what conduét fball 1 find
To lead mie through this twy light of my mind >

What favs Amaryllis ?

Ama. Lhope its flowbeginning will portend

A forward exit to all future end, '
l * Reheartal,, o

What

( 105)
What fays Prince Pretty-wan

Pre. Was ever Sonyet brought 1o this difivefs,
Tobe, forpeing 4 Son, made Fatherlefs >
Ab, you juft Gods, rob me not of a Father,

The besng of a Son take from me rather.

Payurge, fadly perplexed, and trying
all the means in the World, tobe well ad-
vifed, in that knotcy pointwhether be fbould
Marry, or no5  Amongft the reft, confults
Raminigrobis, anold Poet ; as onc belong-
ing to dpollo ; And from whom he might
expect fomething like an Oracle.  And he
was not difappointed,  From Raminigrobis
he had this Anfwer:

Prencz la, ne la prenez pas.

Si vous lu prenez, ¢'eft bien fast,
S: ne la prenez, eneffer

Ce fera onvre par compus.
Gallopez, mats allez le pas.
Recullez, entrésy de faii,

' Prenez la, ne,

Take, or not take her, off or on :
Handy dandy is your Lot.
When heyname you write, you blot,

Tu
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Tis undone, whei all 15 done,
Luded, eve it is begun,

Newer Gallopwhilfl yon Trot.

Set not forward, when youyun,
Nor be fingle, tho alone, ..
Take, or not take ber, off, of on.

What provocation, or caufc of malice
our Voet might have to Libel the moft
Serene Republick, Tcannot tell: but certain-
Iy, therecan be no wit in this reprefenta-
ton.

vor the Second A, our Poct having
cifparcht hisaffairs at Pewice, {hews the
Adtponexe(Tknow not how many leagues
oft ) inthe ihnd of Cypres. “Lhe Audi-
cnce muftletheretoo: And yetour Bays
bad it never in his haad, to makeany pro-
vifion of TranfporeShips for them.

tn the days that the Old Teftament was
Acied inClerkemvell, by the Parifh Clerks
ot London, the Ifraclites might pafs through
the Red fea: but alafs, at this time, we
have no Mofes tobid the Watcrs make way,
and toUtherusalong.  Well, the abfurdi-
tics of this kind break no Bones.  They
niay make Fools of uss but do not hurt
Gar Moia's,

Ceme athoar then, and obferve the

Coun-

( 107 )

Countenance of the People, aiter the dread-
ful Storm, and their apprehenfions  from
an Invaticn by the Otconutes, their fucconr
and frierds fearta’d and roft, no bady
knew wiwher. The firflt thar came ro
Land was Cajlo. his {ivft Salutation to the
Govceinour, Aloiitando, 1S :

Call Thanks to the valiant of this Ijle:
That {0 approve the toor and et the Heavens
Give bin defence agaft their Eleents,
For Lhave loft hinz on the duigerous Se.z’,

To him the Governour fpeaks, indeed,
like a Man in his wits.

Morit. Is he well Shipt >
‘The Licutenant anfwers thus.

Cal. His Bark is floutly Tymber'd, and bis
Pilot
Of weiy cupert, and approv'd allowance,
Thercfore wy hopes ( not furfeited todeath )
Stand i bold care,

The Governours firft quellion was very
proper; hisnext queftion, in this pofture

of aflaurs, Is:
Mont.
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“'Mont. But, good Lientenant, is our gene-
vel Wivd:

T e b B e Vi,
e

A queftion’ fo remote, fo impertinent
and abfurd, fo odd and furprifing ncver
* entered Bayes's Pericranium,  Only the

" anfwcr may Tally _\Vith it.

Cal. Moft fortunately, be hath atchesvda
Muid,
That Parvagons d:feviption, and wild fame:
One that excels the quirks of blafoning Pens ;
" . And in the effential vefture of Greation,

Does bear anexcellency-—---

They who like this Authors writing will
not be offended to find fo much repeated
. fromhim. 1 pretend not here to tax either
. y the Senfe, or the Language s thofe Crrcum-
g Srances had their ‘proper place in the Vene-
‘ tian Senate. What ¥ now cite is to fhew
how probable, how natural, how reafon-
: able the Condudt is, all along.

"*' ; I thought it enoligh that Cafffe fhould be
dequainted with a Virgin of thatrank and
confideration “in Penice, as Defdemona. 1
wondred that in the Senate-houfe cvery
oue fhould know her fo familiasly :'lycr,
S 1ere
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here alfoat’ Cyprus, cvery body is ina rapa
ture at the name of Defdemona: cxcept
only Muntanio who muft be ignorant ; that
Caffio, who has ancxcellent cut in mapiné
an Anfwer, may give him the fatisfaction ;

 Mont, What is fhe

Captasn, _ N

Left in the Condnét of the bold Jago,

Whofe footing heve anticipates our thonghts

ﬁ ;Sz‘e?zetﬁ y/ 'ieeil? : §reat Jove Othello guard,
nd fwell bis Sasl with thine

fd f thine own pomrﬁg}_

That be may blefs this Bay with his Tull Shipy

‘A;{d [wiftly come to Defdemona’s Arms,

Grve renewed five to our extintled Spirits;

And bring all Cyprus comfort : )

1

Cal She that 1 fpoke of : our Capmin_é

Enter Defdemona, &¢;

va~Obehold,
The viches of the Ship is come on fhoay, .
Te wen of Cyprus, let hey have your Knees :
Hail to the Lady: and the Grace of Heaven
Before, bebind thee, andon everyband, =~
g”?!’f‘f the round—e T T

e o




————.
ey

T

S ok i
L _— - - LN

Brutany W

-

( 110)

In the name of phrenzy, what means
this Souldier ? or would he talk thus, if
he meant any thing ac all 2 Who can fay
Shakefpear is to blame in his Charaller of a
Souldicr > Has he not here donehim rea-
fon > When cou’d our Zramontains talk at
this rate ? but our Jarfey and Garnfey Cap-
tains muft not fpeak fo fine things, nor
compare with the Mediterrancan, or Ga-
rifons in Rhodes and Cyprus.

The next thing our Officer docs, is to

falute’ Fago’s Wile, with this Conge to the
Husband,

Cal. Good dncient, you ave welcome, wels
come Miflvifr, B
Letit wot Gall your Patience, good Jago,
That 1 exteid my Manners, "ti5 1y Breeding,
That gives me this bold fhew of Gurtefy.

)
. Jago. Ssr,would fhe give you o nunch of ber lips,
'/{; of hev tongue fbe bas beflow'd on e,
Tow'd bave enough. ‘

Def, dlafi! fhe has no fpecch,

Now follows a long rabble of Jack.pud-
den farce betwixt Fago and  Defdemona,
that runs on withall the little plays, jingle,

and
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and trathbelow the patience of any Coun-
trey Kicchin-maid with her Swect-heart,
The Venctian Dosna is hard put to't for
paftime! And this is all, when they are
newly goton thoar, fromadifinal Tempeft,
and when cvery moment fhe might cxpeét
to hear her Lord (as {he calls him ) that
fhe runs fo mad after, is anrivid or loft,
And moreover.

~-Tua Town of War,

=-The peoples Hearts brimful of fear,

Never in the World had any Pagan Poet
his Brains turn’d at this Monftrous rate.
But the ground of all this Bedlam-Buffoon-
ry we faw, *in the cafcof the French Stro-
lers, the Company for A&ing Chrifts Paf-
fion, or the Old Teftament, werc Carpen-
ters, Coblers, and illiterate tellows ; who
found that the Drolls, and Foolerics intex-
larded by them, brought in the rabble, and
lengthened their time, fothey gotMoney
by the bargain.

Our Shakefpear, doubtlefs, wasa great
Mafler in thiscraft. Thefe Carpentersand
Coblers werc the guides he followed. And
it is then no wonder that we find fomuch

APages s

farce,

s
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iree and Apocrypbal Matter in his Trages
g‘:;c q?hcmﬁy ﬁﬁ-lqulowing the T}leatrcaci
protaning the name of Tragedy;And inftea
of reprefenting Men and Manners, turning
all Morality, ggo:!i f_crnce, and humanity
i ery and derifton.
lntlguT(;z:(fs )\’ve to fomething of a more fc-
tious air and Complexion. Otheloand his
Brideare thefirlt Night, no fooner warm in
Bed together, but a .Drunken Quarrel h~ap-‘
pening in the Garifon, two Souldxclrs
Fight ; And the Gereral rifes to part the
Fray : He fwears. ,

Othel. Now by Heaven, ,
My blood begins my fafer fmd'es to rule, y
Aud pajfion, having my beft judgment cool’d)
Alfays to lead the way: if once I fiiv,

Or do but lift this arm, the beft of you
Shallfink in my rebuke : give me to know
How this foul rout began ; who fet it on,
And be that is approv'd in this offence,
Tbo' be had twin'd with me both at a birth,
Should lofe me : what, ina Town of War, :
Yet wild, the peoples Hearts brimful o
fear, . i
manage private, and domeflick quarre :?
;:thbrfznﬁ on the Court,and guardof fafety,
*Tis Monfirous, Jago, who begana

In

. (t13) '

In the days of yore, Souldiers did not
fwear_inthis fathion. What thould a Soul-
diér fay farther, when he fwears, unlefs he
blafpheme? ation fhow'd fpeak the reft,
What follows muft beex ore gladii ; Heis
to rap out an Qath, not Wire-draw and
Spin it dut : by the ftyle one might judge
that Shakefpears Souldiers were never bred
in a Camp, but rather had belong'd to
fome Affidavit-Office.Confideralfo through-
out this whole Scene, how the Moorifh
General proceeds in examining into this
Rout 5 No Juftice Clod-pate conld go on
with more Phlegm and deliberation, . The
very firft night that he lyes with the 2);-
vine Defdemona to be thus interrupted,
might provoke a Mans Chriftian Patience
to fwear in another ftyle. But a Negro

General is a Man of frange Mettle.  Only

his Vcnetian Bride is 2 match for him,
She underftands that the Souldiers inthe
Garifon are by thiears together : And pre-
featly fhe at midnight, is inamong(t them,

Defd. Whar's the matter there?
Othel. 44's welt now Sweeting.--.
Come away to Red.-.-

In the beginning of chis Jacond AR, be-
' 1 fore

?
|
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Cora) demang was
ore they bad lain together, De.'[ Nb o
id Le, oar Captasns (aptain 3 they
mfi tO) féoécr in Bed together, but,‘ faga is
::itylf?lig Caffioin thefewords. (

50, +me-Qur Generals Wi[c i$ m-v;}t)l;iGI;
‘J:/b(} may fay fo in this r e-(f’eﬁ/’[:' the con-
Z;'rb ,(/e-votéz/, and given.up Inmjet fﬂfpbe’ ot
Lation, mark, and devoremen oS et
:;'Zpgmce;. Confefs y,a,u[r fe/f; ‘)3‘ foZinLybur
' ber ; (be'll belp to put yoi. 0 Jo6T
’”;P:: t{szin ; rﬂ;e(ili Jfo free},b fol A;n[;l; 'f: 376 e’ £¢
ed 3 il 5 (R
(hofition, that, [ihe Poid ce it
bleffed a diffofition, A
s, not lo ap mo
bc:ﬂéj M”‘%i’s 7Zr-oken, joint bt";{vc;t;r; -)_J-Oﬂ and
z)‘ér H;ué.an(/, intreat her tofplin

And he faysafierwards.

Jago. +=-Tis muft .wﬁ; fibdue,
The inclining, Defdemona . Tl
gzjd;n;{;)’:)_nf[[ [uit, ;?/J; .; 5 I;ab':nllf :; f[:::tf ’
B s rcs B
i(;/l/vii:lls 'am;/ /m:{ml& pf reJc}'et:C};{ £’h
£1is foul is [oenferter'd tol‘ze e el
That ji.c may mal‘f,. unma e,/ o ol
f-ve;) as her appetite foall play
1ith bis weak funclion == +

This

4 ’MA

(‘ fls‘ )

This kitid of dl(éovtﬂ:implies ai expes
rieficé and long tohverfation, the Honey -
oon over, and a Marriageof fome ftand-
ing. Would aty mdn, i his twits, talk
thus of a Bridegtooli an Bride the firf
night of their comin together » ‘
Yet this js ne‘t:c%iiiry for out Poet; jt
wotlld not othierwife fefve [ijs turn.  This
is the fource, the toundation of his Plot;
hénee is the pting atd occafion for alf the
Jédloufic ad blufrep that enfyes,
Nor are ¢ in befter circumflanees for
Roderigo.  Tlie latt ¢hinig fuid by him it
theé fotrier A was,

Rod. ...-2'y Qo feZ all thy Land,

A fiir Eftite is fold to put oy inbis
Purfe, for this advéheure, * And Jo here,
the nestt day,

Rod. 7 ds foltw hese 14 #he Chace, nor
Uik & Found that hants, bit owe thas Jills
“p thé cry: My Miney is almfl fpent” [
bave been tonight exceedingly well cud el d,
L ehink ehe iffiie wify be, I fhall bave fo Mucly
CXPEriEHce’ for thy pains, aitdy yo Moy at
ally and Witk 41l Wore usjs retary ¢4 Ve-

- The

T e TETTY
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“The Venetian fquire hada good riddance
for his Acres. The Poet allows him juft time
to beonce drunk, a very confcionablerec-

ine !
kml]rlxnbthi:s Second A8, the face of affairs
could in truth be no other, than

~In aTown of War, ‘
Tet wild, the peoples Hearts brim-ful of fear.

But nothing cither in this 4, or inthe
veft that follow, fhew any colour or com-
plexion, any refemblance or proportion to
that face and pofture it ought to bear.
Should a Painter draw any one Seene of this
Play, and write over it, This is aTown of
war; would any body believe that the
Man were inhis fenfes 2 would not a Goofe,
or Dromedary for it, be a name as juft and
{uitable > And what in Painting would be
abfurd, can never pafs upon the World for
Poetry.

CajJio having efcaped the Storm comes on
fhoar at Cyprus , that night gets Drunk,
Fights, is tara’d out from his Command,

rows fober again, takes advice how to be

reftor’d,is all Repentance and Mortification :

yet before he fleeps, is in the Morning at

his Generals door witha noife of Fiddle;,
' an

1
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and a Droll to introduce him to a little
Mouth-fpeech withthe Bride.

Caflio. Give me advantage of fome brief
( difcourfe
With Defdemona alone.
Em. ‘Fray you come in,
I will beftow you, where you flallbave time
o fpeak your bofom freels.

So, they. are put together : And when
he hag-gone on a good while fpeaking his

bofom, Defdemona anfwers him.

Def. Do not doubt that,before Emilia bere,
1 give thee warrant of thy places affure thee,
If I do vow a friend/hip, IP Il perform it,
To the laft article.---

Then after a ribble rabble of fulfome 1m-
gaex]tinence. She is at her (Husband flap
fh;

Defd. - -Good love, call kim back,
Othel. Not now, fweet Defdemona, fome
: (other time,
Defd. But fball’t fhortly ?
- Othel. The fosner, fweet, foryou.
De(d. Sball't be to-night at Supper 2 -
' I3 Othel.

9
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Othel. No, ot tonight.
Defd. 7o-Morraw Dunner then?-
Ochel. 7 /ball not dine at home,
1 wmeer the Capiqins qt the Citadel.
Defd. Why thento morrow night,or Tuefday

‘ "o
Or night, or Wedse[day moyy ? (ot

Afterforty lincs more, g this ratg, they
part, mld then comes the wonderful Scene
where Fago by fhrpgs, half words, an(i
ambiguaus reflzShipns, works Othelly up' to
be Jealous, QOpe mif;ht think, after what
we have feen, that there needs no great
cunmipg , po great pacyy and addrefs to
make the Moor Jealous,  Sueh impaticnce,
uch 3 rou farg handfome young fellaw,
the very morning after her Marriage muft
make him either to be jealous, or to take
hey foI_q (hangeliyg, below his Jealoufie.
After. thig Seene, it might ftrain the Popts
skill to reconcile the couple, and allay the
Jealoufie. Jago nowcan only aftum agere,
and vex; the audience. with a naugous.re-
petition,. ‘ Lo Pl

Whenee comes it then, thae this is the
top fcene, the Scep “tkm raifes Orbello
above all other T(qgil,\eﬁ on aus Thearces
Ie is pyrely from the 4éfions from.the

) Mops,

(119 )
Mops and the Mows the Grimace,the Grins
and Gefticulation.  Such {cenesas this have
made alkthe World runatter Flarfequira and
Scaramiceio.

The feveral degrees of Aition wereamongfl
the Ancients dittinguifl’d by theCorhurnus,
the Soccus, and by the Flanipes.

Had this feene been reprefented at old
Rome, Othello and Fago mufthave xsuittcd
their Buskins; They muft have played Jare-
foot: the fpedators would not have been
content - without feeing their Podometry s
And the Jealoufic work at the very Toesof
‘em, Words, e they Spanith, or Polith,
or any inarticulate found, have the fanic
cftec, they can only ferve to diftinguith,
and, a3 it were, beat time to the Attion.
But here we fee a known Langudge does
wofully encumber, and clog the operation :
.as ‘éither forc’d, or heavy, or trifling, or
inechieretit, of improper, or moft what
improbdble. When no words interpofe to
fpoil the conceipt, cvery onc interprets as
he likéﬁgéﬁ. " So'in that memorable dif-
pute betwixe Pamirg¢ indour Englith Phi-
lofopliee* in Rabelais, perforin’d without 2
word fpeaking; The Theologians, Phyfi-
cians; atid ‘Surgedis, made one iifférence s
theLawyers, &Vi\i'aﬂs,’ ‘ind Canonifts; drew
| another
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Ay another conclufion more to their mind.

Othello the night of hisarrival at Cyprus,
is to confummate with Defdemona, they go
to Bed. Both are rais'd and run intothe
Town amidft the Souldiers that were a
fighting : then go to Bed again, that morn-
ing he {ces Cafflo withher ; She importunes
him to reftore Caffio. Otbello fhews nothing
of theSouldiers Mettle : but like a tedious,
drawling, tame Goofe, is gapipg after
any paultrey Jinfinuation, labouring to be
jealous ; And catching at cvery blown fur-
mize, ,

Jago. My Lord, 1 fee you are moved,
Oth. No, not much moved,
Do not think but Defdemona is hoyeft.
Jag. Lorg live fhe fo,and long live sou to tlé:;k
0.
Oth. And yet how Nature erring from it felf,
Jag. 1,7here’s the point:as to be vold with you,
Not to affeét many propofed Matches
Of her own clime, complexion, and degree,
Wherein we fee, in all things, Nagure tends,
Fye, we may fmell in fuch a will moft rank,
Foul difproportion, thoughts unnatural ---.

© The Poet hereiscertainly intheright, and
by confequence the foundation of thq:-Pla(}‘;r
. I 1
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muft be concluded to be Monftrous; And

the conftitution, all over, to be moft rank,

Foul difproportion, thoughts unnatural.

Which inftead of moving pity, or any
paffion Tragical and Reafonable,can produce
nothing but horror and aver(ion, and what
is odious and grievous to an  Audience.
After this fair Mornings work, the Bride
enters, drops a Curfey.

Defd. Fow now, my dear Othello,
Tour Dinnier, andthe generous lflanders
By you invited, do attend your prefence,
Oth, Zam to blame,
Defd. Why is your fpeech.fo faint > Are
Sou not well > - .
Oth. 7 bave a pain upon my Fore-head,

dear,

Michael Cafffo -came pot from Penice in
the, Ship with  Defdemona, -gor till this
Morning could be fufpeted of an opportu-
nity .with her, .And ’tis now. but Dinner
time ; yet the Moor complains of his Fore-
head. He might have fet a Guard on Caffo,
or !mve lockt up Defdemopa, . or have ohs
feri’d their carriage a day ortwo longen,
He .is on other occafions. phlegmatick
y © cnough:
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enough : this isvery hafty. But after Din-
ner we tve awcnderful flight:

Othel. What fenfe had I of her feoln hours
of luft 2 , - f
1 faw't not, thought it not, it harm’d ot wie
1 flept the nex?t night well, was free and merry,
1 found wot Caflio’s kiffés o ber lips---

A little after this, fays ite,

Oth. Give 'me a lving reafon that fhe’s
difloyal. | ' ‘
Jago. <1 lay with Caffio lately,
And being troubled with araging Footh, 1
could notfleeps -~
There are a kind of men fo loofe of Soul,

That intheir fleeps will mutter their affairs,
One of this kind 15 Caflio : ‘

In fleep I heard him fay : fweet Defdemona,
Leet-us be wary, letws hide var loves : -
And then, Sir, wow'd be gripe, and wring
my band, ) i
(ry onty [iweet” Creatuire s and then kift me
bard. N LR
As :f;‘ ke phuche up kiﬂ[-s\-‘ﬁj" the voots,
Thar gréw“hpo'n my Lips; ten laid his' Leg
Ovier my Thigh, ind gl dyamd ki [5°d; and thek
¢y d, unifed fate; thiet gave theetd the Mobr.
. . BY

(133)

By the Rapture of 0O
. hello, on i
think that he raygs, is not of uiundcmn;%gf

ry, forgets that he has
. ) “has not yet been :
nights in the Matrimonial Bed with tm

Defdemona. Bur we find Fago, who fhould

l] s he ) ‘
ave a better memory, torging his lies af-

tex the very fame Modo). The i
o]f the{r Marriago at Fenice, f::: I\\/;(:))’rmghg
:11120 g‘ fzﬁo, were fent away to (:‘,"y»-(m' ar;d
(he ﬁrz{o{:d A, OIbc'/{o and his Brid.c vg‘
the firf time to Beds The Zhird 4 o \c%‘
the next morning.  The particshzwct N
:g:iltf;u:‘rﬁ_tlﬁls moment. Wo faw the op eoern '
ity which was given forCa/fi ok bis
‘b‘oéom to lhcr, once«,é.\indecd,‘ m.i/]‘ghtt ({);bfp: a"reb:
thcypwn 1 a Venetian, But once, Wilinogt d(f‘
e octs buﬁncfs';‘ ‘The dudience muft fiy
gp;:t.gzea'ﬁnanybouts,. to make the pl%;
opa (l They muft deny their fenfes, ¢
neile 1t ro common fenfe:-or m k i
m{.) way confiftent, - and hanig togﬁt:e:'t
thoua;;,mtor the moft part, are the 'ﬁngk:.
ﬂom}g" . ;};Zrt;ngit:gﬂ(elm,'than is the aco-
myi : The 0 as they o
painting the Devil White : but-fa’})f(s?gxglz;“-;

Ot‘h. wee Hor mzm-evt/) s '
{1 ~=- Hler name that wash frefl - -
As Dian’s Vifage, is now 6egrim’r{:n]5 black
4 ]
There

A8 mine: own face .-
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There is not a Monky but underftands
Nature better ; not a Pug in Barbary tha
has not a truer tafte of things.

Othel. --=- O now for ever
Farewel the tranquil mind, farewel content
Farewel the plumed troop, and the big Wars,
That make Ambition Vertue : O farewel,
Farewel the neighing Steed, and the Jbrill
Trump,
The fpirit firrisg Drum,th’ ear-piercing Fief,
The voyal Banner, and all quality,
Pride,Pompand Circumfbance of gloriousWar,
AndO ye Mortal Engines, whofe wide throats
TV iwmortal Jovesgreat clamonrs counterfeit,
Farewel, Othello's occupation’s gone.

Thefe lines are recited here, not for any
thing Poetical in them, befides the found,
that pleafes.. Yet this fort of imagery and
amplification is extreamly taking, where
it is juft and natural. - As in Gorboduck
when a young Princefs on whofe fancy the
perfonal gallantry of the Kings Son then
flain, had made a ftrong impreffion, thus,
out of the abundance of her imagination,
pours forth her grief ¢ -« S

Marcella

(125 )

Marcella: =.. b noble Prince ! how
bave I bebeld e d bow of
g f::d’mounted on thy fierce, and trampling
Shining in Armowr bright before the Tilt,
Wearing thy Miftre[s fleeve tydon thy belm.
Then charge thy fEaff,to pleafe thy Ladies Eye,
That bow'd the bead piece of thy friendly Foe?
How oft in arms, on Horfe to bend the Mace,
How oft inarms, en foot, to break the Spear;
Which never now thefe Eyes may fee agen ? ’

Notwithftanding that this Scene had pro-
ceeded with fury and blufter fufficient to
make the whole lfle ring of his Jealoufy,
yet is Defdemona diverting her felf with a

paultry buffoon and only folicitous i ;
R y folicitous in queft

Defd. Secek him, bid bim come bither
tell bins -n-vne ’

Where fbow'd 1 Iafé that Handcherchief, E-
milia 2 ’
Believe me I bad rather lofe my Purfe, -
Full of Crufado’s : And but my woble l{fo,or
Is true of mind, and made of no fuch bafenefs,

As Fealous Creatares are; it were enough
Xo put him to ill thinking.
Em,

fe
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Em. Ishe not Yealous »
Defll. Who he 2 I think the Sun, where
he was born,
Drew all fuch bumonrs from bim,

By this manner of fpcech one wou'd ga
ther thie couple had been yoak'd together
a competdne: while, what might fhe fay
more, had they cohabited, and had been
Man and Wife feven ycars?

- She fpies the Moor.

Defd. 7 will not leave bim wow,

Zill Caffio is recall'd,

F have fent to bid Caffto come fpeak with you.
Othel. ~--Lend me 1hy Hawdkerchief.
Defld. - This i a trick to put mé from

my [uit,

1 pray let Caffio be receiv’dagen
Em. ---Isnot this man Fealows 2

~-="Tis not a year or two fhews us a man .-

As if for the firft year or two, Orbells
had notbeen jealous? This third Ac? be-
gine in the moraing, at noon the drops the
Haodkerchief, after dinner fhe mifleés i8,
and then follows all this outrage and fotri-
ble clutter about it. If we believe a fmafl

Damofel

( 127) | .
Damefel in the laft Scene of this. 4¢F, this
day is effectually feven days.

Bianca. --- What keep a week away ! feven
days, [éven nights, |
Eigljtﬁore eight hours 5, and le'ver:.a&ﬁmt
haurs,

More tedious than the Dial eightfcore times,
Ob weary reckoning !

Our Poct isatthis plunge, that whether
this A¢t contains the compafs of one day,
of feven days, or of feven ycars, orofall
together, ‘the repugnance and abfurdity
would be the fame, For Quhello, all the
while, has nothing, to fay or. to do, but
what loudly. proclaim him jealous: her
fricnd and confident Emilia aggin and ‘again
rounds_her, in, the Ear that 2he Man is Jea-
lous : yer.this Venetian dame is neither to
fce, nor. to hear.;; ner to haveany fenfe or
underftanding, nor to firike any other
note but Caflio, Gaffre.

The Scotchman hearing  trut Seot, trut
Scet, when he faw. it. came from a Bird,
cheeke his Choler, and. put up his Sierd
again,, with a Braad- O God, G. if thaa'dff
ben, a Maan, as thartane Green Geufe, I

[ud. ha, fuck tha) to thin beart. Deﬁ/em:;
, _ | "
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and that Parrot might pafs for Birds of 2
Feather; and if Sauney had not been more
generous than Othello, but continued to in-
fult the poor Creature after thisbeaftly ex-
ample, he would have given our Poet as
good ftuff to work upon : And his Zragedy
of the Green Geufe, might have deferv'd a
better audience, than this of Defdemona,
or The Moor of Penice,

ACT 1V,
Enter Jago and Othello:

Jago. Will you think fo?

Othel. Think fo, Jago.

Yago. What, to kifs inprivate ?

Othel. An unauthorifed kifs.

Jago. Or to be naked with her friend a-bed,
An hour or move, not meaning any harm

Othel. Naked a-bed, Jago, and not mean

barm? -e---

At this grofs rate of trifling, our Gene-
ral and his Auncient March on moft heroi-
cally ; till the Jealous Booby has his Brains
turn'd; andfallsin a Trance. Wouldany
imagine this to be the Languageof Vene-
tians, of Souldicrs, and mighty Captains 2

no

(r25)
no Bartholomew Droll cou'd fubfifl upon fuch
trath.  But lo, a Stratagem never prefent-

ed in Trapcd y.

Jago. Stand you while a part-.-
~-= dneace yeur [olf
And mark the Feers, the Gides, and notable
Jearns,
That dwell in every region of bis face,
For ITwill make him tell the tale a new,
Where, bow, how ofty bow long ago.andwhen,
11e bhas, and is again tc C pe your Wife:
1 fay, but mark Fis gefture -.--

With tl}is device  Othelly withdraws.
Says Fago afide.

Jago. Nowwill I queftion Caflio of Bianca,
A Hufwife ...
That doats on Caffio -o--
Fle when be bears of her cannot refrain
From theexcefsof Laughter -.-.
As be fball mile, Ornello fi.all g0 mad,
And bis unbogkils jealouf [y muft confter
?oor Cailio’s fmles, gejture, and light Le
viour
Quete in the wrong --.




T e

¢ 126 )

So to work they go « And Otkello is as
wifc a commentator, and'make.s his apghcai
tions pat, as heart cou'd wifh--- gd
wou'd notexpett to find this Scene a ;:
nearer than in Soutwar:(’ Fair. But f;l(.
Handkerchief is brought in at laft, Sto op
all holes, and clofe the cwdence.l \ 0 now
being fatisicd with the proof, tm)"h C(l)lT)Z
to a rcfolution, that the offenders fha
murdercd.

Othcl. - But yet the pity of it, Jago, ak
”je]ggg? if yoube fo_fond over her z‘nig;;ny
give ber Patent to offend.  For if it touches
not sou, it comes near no Body. 1 ,

Do st not with poifon, ftrangle ber in herBed;
Lven the Bed Jlie bas contaminated.

(r7)
his Country-woman, a Dame of qQuality :
for him to abet her Murdcer, thews nothing
of a Souldier, nothing of a Man, nothing
of Naturcinit. The Ordinaryof New gate
never had the like Mondter to pats uuder his
examination. Can it be any diverfion to
fee a Rogue beyond what the Devil ever
finifl'd » Or woud it be any inftruction to
an Audience 2 Fago cou'd defire no better
than to fet Caffio and Orb. /is, his two Ene-
mies, by the Ears together; fo he might
have becn reveng’d on them both at onee:
And chufing for his ownthare, the Murder
of Defdemona, he had the opportunity to

play booty, and fave the poor harmlcfs

wretch.  But the Poet muft do every thing
by contrarics : to furprize the Audicnce
full with fomething horrible and prodi-
gious, beyond any human imagination,

——

‘ Oth. Good, yood, the Fuftice of it pleafes,
; j very good.

At this rate he muft out-do the Pevil, 1o Le
a Poet in the rank with Shatefpear. :

Soon after this, arrives from Venice, ’
Ludovico, a noble Coufin of Defdemona,

Jago. And for Caffio, let me be his us-

dertaker - -

refently fhe is at him alfo, on che behaif .
' ifcontent L ?
Fago had (omcprctenccto'be di of Caffo.
wi?t‘:gowello and Caffto: A.ﬂd what paffed i
hitherto, was the opc{ratu;]q Oth:i;]mgi Defd. Co(z;/m there’s fallen Between bing oy
De(demona had never done him erm, and my Lor <
waés kind to him, and to his Witc; sz An unkind hem'/.’,_ but wou fhalf make all well,

K 2 Lud.
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Lud. Is there divifion “twixt my Lord
“aflio.

d”!{)t;{j].l A moft unbappy one, wwou'd do much
To attone them, for the love I bear toCaflio.

By this time, wearctol elicve the couple
have been a weck or tao Married : And
Orbello’s Jealoufic that had rag'd fo loudly,
and had been fo uncafie to lun'\lplt, muft
have rcach’'d her knowledge. The Audi-
ence have allheard him more p'ain with her,
than was necdful toa Venctian capacity
And vet the muft till be impertinent in her.
fuit for Caflio, well, this Magnifico comes
from the Doge, and Scnators, to difplace
Othello.

Lud. ---Depating Caflio in his Goverument.
Defd. Truft me, I amglad on's,
Oth. Indeed.
Defd. My Jord.
Oth. 1 amglad to [ee you mad.
Defd. How, fweet Othello.
Oth, Devil. 4 '
Defd. 1 have not deferved this.
Oth. 0 7 ewil, Tevil--

Out of ny fight.
Defid, 7 will not flay tooffend you,

Lud, Truly, anobedicnt Lady. -

(133)
1 do befeech your Lordfbip call ber back,
Och  Miftrefs.
Deld. My Lord,
Oth. What would vou with ber Siy »
Lud. Who, 7, my Lord ¢

’

Oth. I, you did wifh that 1wow'd make
ber turn,
Sir, fhecan turn, andturn, and yet go o,
And turn agen, and fhe can weep, Sir, weep,
Andjhe is obedient, as you Jay, obedient :
Veryobedient ----

Lud. Whar firike your Wife »

Of what fleth and blood docs oir Poct
make . thefe noble Venetians 2 the men
without Gall 5 the Women without cit!.er
Brains or Senfe 2 A Senators Daugiiter runs
away with this Black-amoor 5 the Govern-
ment employs this Moor to detend them
againft the Vurks, fo rcfine not the Mo: rs
Marriageat prefent,but the danger over,licr
Father gees the Moor Cathier'd, fends his
Kinfman, Seignior Ludovico, to Cypr us
with the Commiflion for a new General;
who, at his arrival, finds the Mcor caliung
the Lady his Kinfwoman,Whare and Strums
pet, and kicking ler : what fays the Mag-
nifico ?

K3 Lud.
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tud. My Lovd this would not be believd
 Venice,

Tho' 1 fhow'd fivear 1 faw’s, "tisvery much ;
M ke ber amends : fhe weeps.

The Moor lias no bodv to take his part,
no body of his Colour : Ludovico has the
new Gavernout Caffio, and all his Country-
men Venenans about  him.  What  Poet
woud give a villanous Black amoor this
Alcendant 2 What Tramontain could fan-
cy the Venctians fo low, {o defpicable, or
fo paticm 2 this outrage toan wjurd [ adv,
the Drvine Defdemona, might ina coldcr
Climate have provoked fome body tobe her
Champion : but the ltalians 1nay wellcon-
clude we have aftrange Genius for Poetry.
la the noxt Scene Othello is examining
the fuppofed Bawd; thep follows another
florm of horrour and outrage againit the

oor Chicken, his Wife. Some Drayman
or drunken Tioker mighe poffibly. treat his
drab at this fort of rate, and mean.no harm
by it: bur for his excellency, a My lord
General, to Sercnade a Senator’s Daughter
with fuch avolly of fcoundrel filthy: Lan:
puage, is furc the moft abfurd Maggot that
cver bred from any Pocts addle Brain.A ]
. , o 0

N ( 130 )
And fheisin theright, whotclls us,

I%mll. ---- A Besger in his Drink,
Cou'd not have lazd juch terins upon hus Callet.

This isnot to deferibe paflion,  Sencca
had another notion in the Cafe:

Parve loguuntur cure, imentes flupent.

And fo had the Painter, who drew g4~
memnon with his Face coveied. Yet to
makc:a.ll worfe, lier Murder, and the man-
ner of it, had before been refolv’d upon and
concerted.  But riothing is toprovokea Ve-
netian ; fhe takes all in good part 5 had the
Scene lain in Rufia, what couw'd we have
cxpe‘&cd morc? With usa Tinkers Trull
wou fi be Nettled, wou'd repartee with
;Blc;recn ‘ fpirit , and not appear fo void of

Defd. O good Jago,
What fhall I do to win tmy Lord agen »

No Woman bred out of a Pig-ftye, cou’d
talk fo meanly. After thia,g fh}é is call'd
toSupper with Othells, Ludovico, &c. aftex
that comes a filthy fore of Paftoral Scene,

K 4 where
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where the Wedding Sheets, and Song of
Willow, and her Mothers Maid, poor Bar-
bara, ure not the lealt moving things in

this entertainment. But that we may not

be kept too long, in thedwmps, nor theme-
fancholy Scencs lye too heavy, wndi-
aefted onour Stomazh, this et ives us for
a tarewell, the falfa, O picante, fome quib-
blcs, and fmarc touches, as Ovid had Pro-
picced:

FJ} 89 1n objcnos deflexa Tragodia rifus.
The laft Aét begins with Jago and Rode-
rigrs Who a. lutle betore had been upon

ehe huft's

Rod, [fay it isnot 'v;’()l-;vell: I will make
wy [elf known to Defdemona s if Jhe willre.

* qurn me my Jewels, Twill give over my (uit,

and rep nt my unlawful [ollicitation, if not
affare your Jelfy 1 Il feek fatisfaction of you.

Roderigo, a Noble Venetian had foughe
Defdemona i Marviage, is troub'ed to find
the Moor had got her from him, advifes
with Juge, who - headles him to fell. his
Edate, tnd goover rhe Sew to (yprusy w
cxpeation to Cuckold: @ahello, theic ha-

_— ving
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ving:clicated Roderigo of all his Moncy and
Jewels, on pretence of prefenting them to
Defdemona, our Gallant grows angry, and
would have fatisfaction trom Fago; who
fets all right, Ly tiling him Cu/fio is to be
Governour, Q:hello is going with Defde-
wona into Mauritaniay to prevent this, you
are”to murder Cafsio, and ticn all may be
well, :

Jago. Ele goes inta Manritania, and takes
with bim the fair Defdemona, walefs his
abode be lingred bere Ly fowie accident where-
in nowe can be fo diterminate, as the remo-
weag of Callio,

Had Roderigo been onc of the Bauditihe
might not much flick at the Murder.  But
why Roderigo (hould take this for pay menr,
and tif ue s perfon where the profpect ok
advantage is {o very uncerrain and remore,
no body czn imagine. It had needbea
Japer-fubtle Venetian that this Plot will pafs
upon . Then affer a little fpurt of villany
and Murder, we arc brought to, the moft

Jlamentable, that cver appeard on any
Stage A-noble Venetian Lady is to, be mur-

dered by. our Pogr; in fober fadnefs, purely
for being a Fool. .No Pagaa Poet jut,wou'd
. ‘ ' have
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have found fome Machine for her delive-
rance. Pegafus wou'd have ftrain’d hard
to have brought old Perfeus on his back,
¢ tunc enough, to refcue this Andromeda
| from fo foul a Monfter. Has our Chrifti-
an Poctry no generofity, nor bowels? Ha,
" Sir Lancelot! ha St. George ! will no Ghoft
1] leave the fhades for us in extremity, to fave
it a diftreffed Damofel 2

L But for our comfort, however felonious
4 is the Heart, hear with what foft language,
Rl he docesapproach her, with a Candlein his
Hand :

Otl.. Put out the light and then put out
. the light ;
4, ¥ 1 quench thee, thou flaming Miniftery
i I can again thy former light reftore ---

l Who would call him Barbarian, Montter,
b Savage » Is this a Black-amoor 2

Soles occidere & redsre poffunt---

, The very Soul and Quinteflence of Sir
. George Etheridge.

! Oae might think the General fhould
not glory much in this a@ion, but
make an hafty work on’t, and have
turn'd his Eyes away from fo unfouldierly
‘ an

C135)

an Execution: yet is he all paufe anddeli-
beration ; handles her as calmly : and is as
careful of her Spuls health, asit had been
her Father Confeffor. Have youprayed to
Night, Defdemona? But the fufpence is
neceflary, that he might havea convenient
while fo to roul his Eyes, and fo to guaw
bis wether lip to the fpectators. Belides
the greater cruelty ---fub tam lentis maxillis,
. But hark, a moft tragical thing laid to
her charge.

Oth. That Handkerchief, that I fo lov'd,
and gave thee,
Thou gav’ft to Caflio,

Defd. No &y my Life and Soul 5
Send for the man and ask him.

Oth. ---By Heaven, I fawmy Ianker-
chief 1n his hand -~
o--1 faw the Flandkerchief.

So much ado, fo much ftrefs, fo much
paffion and repetition about anHandkerchief!
Why was not this call'd theTragedy of the
Handkerchief ? ‘What can be more abfurd
than (as Quintilian exprefles it) u parvis
litibus bas Tragedias movere? We have
heard of Fortuwatus his Purfe, and of the
Invifible Cloak, long ago wom threadbar%,
' an
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and ftow'd up in the Wardrobe of obfolete 4 i
Romances :- one might think, that were a ‘
fit cr place for this Handkerchief, than that But hark what follows :
it, at this time of day, be worn on the
Stage, to raife every where all this clutter
and turmoil. Had it been Defdemona’s AL
| Garter, the Sagacious Moor might have of S:’m and Moon,and that the affrightedglobe |
v fmelt a Rat : but the Handkerchief is o re- Shoud yawn at dlteration. '
- amote a trifle, no Booby, on this fide Mau- .. . e
K ritania, co'd make any confequence from This is wonderful. Herc is Poetry to efe-
1 i. o vate and amufe. Here is found All-fuffi-
4 Wemay learnhere, that a Woman never cient. It wou’d be uncivil toask Flamfle.d,
1]

Oth. -0 heavy hour |
Methinks it fbow’dbe now a huge Eclipfe

praion U AN

BB o i
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Jofes her Tongue ,. even tho’ after. fhe is

fhfl'd,
Defd O falfly, falfly- murder’'d.
Em. Sweet Defdemona, O fiveet Miftrefs,
Cd". ol ' e
g Dol A4 guiltlefs death I dye:
Em. O whobhas done the deed x
Defd. Nobody, I my felf, farewel.
Commend wmie to vy kind Lard, O farewel.
This Defdemona isa black fwan ; oran
old Black-amoor isa bewitching Bed-fellow.
Ifthis be Nature, it is a Jafchete below what
the Englith Langusge canexprefs. .
- For Lardela, to make love, lite an Hum-
ble Bee, was, . in the Rehearfal, thought a
fancy odd enough, But

- 47

if the Sun and Moon can both rogether be ¢

{0 hugely eclipfed, in any heavy hour
whatloever. Nor muft the Spetators con-
fult Grefham Colledge, whether a body is
naturally frighted dll he Tawnagen, The
Fortune ot Greeceis not concern’d with thefe
Matters. ‘T hefe are Phyfical circumnflances
a Poet may be ignorant in, without any
harm to the publick.  Thefe flips have no
influence on our Manners and good Life;
which arc the Poets Province,

Rather may we ask herewhat unnatural
crime 7.efdemona, or her Parents had com-
mitted, to bring this Judgmene down upon
her 5 to Wed aBlack-amoor, and innorent
tobethus cruelly murder'd by bim.  Whae
inftrution can we nake out of this Cata-
ftrophe @ Or whiiler muft wure veflehion

fead
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lead us? Is notthis toenvenomeand four
our fpirits, to make us repine and grumble
at Providence ; and the government ot thg
World 2 1f this be our end, whatboots it to
be Vertuous 2 .

Defdemona dropt the Handkerchief, and
miffed it that very day after her Marriage s
it mighe have been rumpld up with her
Wedding fheets: And this Night that the
lay in her wedding fheets, the Fairey Nap-
kin ( whilltOthello was ftifling her) might
have ftarted up to difarm his fury, and ftop
his ungracious mouth. Then might fhe
( in a Traunce for fear ) have lainas dead.
Then might he, believing herdead, touch’d
with remorfe, have honeftly cut his own
Throat, by the good leave, and withthe
applaufe of all the Speétators. Who might
thereupon have gone home with a quiet
mind, admiring the beauty of Provi.

dence ; fairly and truly reprefented onthe
Theatre. '

Oth. --Why, bow fhow’d Jbe be murdeyed?

Em. Alas, who knows »

Oth. Tou heard her fay ber felf it was not 1.

Em. She did fo,I muft needs r;porta truth.

Oth. She’s bike a liar gone to burn in Hell.
Twas I that did st,

Em,

(139)
Bm. O, the more Angel fhe!

And you the blacker Devil.

Oth. She turwd to folly, and fhe was an
Whore,

Em, Thou doft belye ber, and thou art
Devil,

Oth, She was falfe aaWater,

Em. Thou art rafb as Fire,
To faythat fhe was falfe: O fhe was beavenly
trut.

In this kind of Dialoguc they continue
for forty lines farther, before fhebethinks
her felf, to cry Murder.

Em. - Felp, belp, O help,
The Moor has kill'd my Miftrefs, murder,
Murder,

But from this Sccne to the end ofthe
Play we meet withnothing but blood and
butchery, defcribed much-what to the ftyle
of the laft Speeches and (onfeffions of the per-
Jons exccuted at Tyburs : with this differ-
ence, that there we have the fadf, and the
duc courfe of Juftice, whercas our Poet
againtt all Juftice and Reafon, againft all
Law, Humanity and Nature, in a barba-
rous arbitrary way, executcs and makes

havoek
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havock of his fubjetts,” Fab-nab, as they
come to hand. Defdemona dropt her Hand-
kerchicfs thercfore fhe muft be ftifl’d.
Otbello, by law to be broken on the Wheel,
by the Pocts cunning cleapes with cutting
his own Throat. Cuaffisy for I know not
what, comes off with a brokenshin.  Fago
murders his Benefa@or Rederigo, as this
werc poetical gratitude. Fago is not yet
kill'd, becaule there yet never was fuch
a villain alive, The Devil, if once he
brings a man to be diptin a deadly fin, lets
him alone, to take his courfe : and now
when the Fos! Iiend has done with him,
our wifc Aurhors take the finner into their
oetical ferv.ce ; there to accomplith him,
and do the Devi'sdrudgery.

Philofophy tells us 1t 1s a principlein the
Nature of Man to be grateful.

Hiftory may tell us that Jobn an Oaks,
Jobn a Sriles, or Fago werc ungratefuls
Puetry is to follow Nutures; Pniofophy
muft be his guide : hiftory and fuéf in par-
ticular cafes of Jobn an Oaks, or Fobn of
Srles, are no warrant or direction for a
Poct. Therefore driffetls 1s always tell-
in.- vs that Pocty is omeduwleesy X GiAc-
coguliepr, is more general and avflracked,

is led more by the Philofophy, the reafon
and

o Cs)
andinatur,é of things, than Hiftory -+ which
only 'teeditls things triglety, pigletyy-aighe
or -Wfqhg"h‘s’they happen.  Hitlory:-wmight
wittiobit! 4Ry préamble ‘or difficulty, fay
that 74g¥'Whs ungrateful. - Philofophy then
cﬂ!(s’!ﬁln‘ﬂ“ﬂﬂnat[waié :But the: Poet dé not,
wuﬂoﬁtl‘iﬁgd}abéuwxnd preparatiod to exs
pofé ¢he Monfler b nd “after thew the Die
v;i&“_déhr{ic‘éhte exetuted upon him. . The
Poet-li93rfotto fdd witfal Murde to s in-
gtﬂfﬁtpd@é"&ié_’hbs"fhbtuhtidotc gnough for
the Roifhnohis Ml tid Furies are.not pus
niflimen¥? fiflcitwre for one ﬁnglcmim‘e, of
thatbulk! Wtid aggegvation. - Tioil s
\ 3;'][2’.1 N !_‘u::)(.;.l Yo oy Jate .
it 0 $hou dullMoor, that Hanidkerchief
Mour fpaRb Ry VN D v
I{okhBB§Eehtiind;) dnid did give my Hasband
Fov'y, ;’éb’?fbirb ‘afodemui carnefbrefi, v i 1)
(MeBhp bidzed tpiong' d to furtia ¢rifl)
}Ié_§,5g’gl"tpanE #iffeulis, v tnoen o
SIS 11 PSS EXt SR RN T TR PRI o NG :
i Héte{We ke Ithe meaneft wiorhan in the
Play takes this Handkerchief for aumiffe bes
low ‘hcﬂfﬁ'ﬂ&bmd to.trouble his head-abour
it. Vet "W tind, ‘it entered into our Paets'
head; - tomake s Tragedy of this Thifle..

‘Thed for thie uhraveling of the:Plot; as:
they' eall it, never was old deputy: Recort:
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i ith his {]
in 2 Country Town, with lus Jpe¢ia-
gférs l?n fummonizg up the cvidence, ”ﬁ“ﬁh.
a puzzle: fo blunder'd, and be.doylsefied ;
as is our: Poet, tp have a good ﬁi?pcg :
And ggt the C‘atajhjqpbe,_,qﬂ” his ha s
What can remaip with the Mﬁ&?ﬂ%ﬁ
carry home with ghem, from F‘}lﬁ:;foﬁ o
Poetry, for their ufgand edification | 81
can it work, unlcfs.(:-iﬂﬁﬁd-ﬁ?ff_ﬂd%dd:
mind, and purging iou¥ paﬂ'lOnS')hxtQA da ik
our fenfos, difordar y.gur, thoughts /¢e ;
aur brain,: pervert aurinfetionsy haix oud-
imaginatiots, COrrYRL OUE: ,appptkwmgg
fill our head with:vaniy, eonfugm:l 1 ﬂﬁ
tamarre, and Jingle-jangle, beyon w.la‘tald
the Parifh Clarks of Lewden, . with @hﬁ.mb ;a‘d
Teftament farces, and m’tcrludes,‘g-\m 5‘\5 Ll
the. foconds time: ¢owd. ever fﬁff{ S(;wl;
Our only liopes, farthe good of their m\:yn
can’ be, thag . thefe people. go tq\ﬂ‘; ML
houfe, as they do to\Church, \sohela
jook on one another, make nore mﬁi
nar - mind:ehe Play, more than tlwy'pwou
' oty - R Pt S
: s’ﬁﬁhiﬁ in this Play, fome burfesk .gome
humour, and ramble of Comical Wit ; omﬁj
fhew,and fome Mimicgry o divertthe fPC&:‘,
tors: but thie tragical part.is,plainly none

ther,than 3 Bloody Farce,without falé(m fa-

HAP:
vour.
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o CHAP, VIL

Reflections on the Julius Celar. Aen famous in
Hifiory, Tobe rob'd.of their youl name, Sacrl:
ledpe. ~ Shakeélpeas , *abufe of Hiftory, (o
17 adillivh, i the chardéler of Bruts.” Villen
;H Dantel,, thar Fiugh Capet from a Butcher,

veparationinPoétry.' Strong reafomsin Caffie,
Rortan. Senators impertinent 41 the Venetian,
Portia‘iw Défdemona.  The fime parts and
g00d breeding.  Hom talk of Bufinefs. Hhif-
pergs Prows’s Tinder-box, Sleypy Boy, Fid-
dle.  Brutus and us, Flae-foot Mimick,,
Thé Thdjgnity.  Labérlus.  Flay of the Incap-
natioti. The Madontid's —Shouting and Barsel.
Stroliers in Cornwal. Réhéarfal, law for ag-
ing.it once's week, ,

The Catiline: by Ben.Johnfon. Wby an Oraror
vo'be yir honis. Bev cow'd dillinguifh Men
and Manners. Sylla’s Ghoft:  The [peech vot
30 be niade in a blind Corner, Corpeille,

- Coirion_ fence teackes Utiity of Abtjon, The
Chorus,  of neceffity; keep the Poer £ time,

and place.  No ruléobferv’d. A Life in Ply.

tarclg Altsof the Apofeles.  Ben is fidus in-
terpres.  Is the Horfe in Mifl in flat oppofition

to Horace, Tvifling tale, or corvuption of H-

Jrory, unfis for Tragedy.  Incontem ¢ of Poetry,

Ariftophanes, nor the occafion of the Death of

Socrates, Was for Ij reformation in the fer-

2 vice
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vice book; With whar addrefs he effelled

i,

Sarpedon’s Faft, of divineinfiitution. "The leaft
fally from, or Parenthefis in the ancient Comedy
of ‘more moment than al our Tragedies, Englifh
Comedy the beft.

N the former Play, our Poct might be
the bolder, the perfons being all his
own Creatures, and meer fiction. * But here
he fins not againtt Naturc and Philofophy
only, but again(t the moft known Hiftory,
and the memory of the Nobleft-Romans,
that ought to be facred to all Pofterity: He
might be familide with Othello' and Fago,
as his own natural acquaintance: but (e-
[far and Brutus were above his converfation:
To put them in ‘Fools Coats, and make
them Jack-puddens in the Shakefpear drefs,
is a Sacriledge, beyond any thing inSpel-
man. ‘The 1ruth is, thisauthors head was
full of villainous,unnatural images,and hifto-
ry has only furnith’d him with grear names,
thereby to recommend them to the Worlds
by writing over them, This is Brutus 3 thu is
Cicero ; this i Cefar. But generally his
Hiftory flies inhis Faces And comes in flac
contradition to -the Pocts imagination.
As forexample : of Brutus fays Antony, his

Enemy.
- Ant,

(149)

Aat. -His life was gentle, and the Ele.
ments
So mixt in him, that Nature might fland “p,
And fay to all the World, this was a Man.

And  when cvery body judsd it necefla-
ry to kill dntony, our Author in his Laco-
nical way, makes Bratus {peak thus :

Bru. Our Courfe will jeem tou b/vody, Caius

Caffius, .

o cut the Head off;and then hack the Limbs,
Like wrath in death, and envy afterwards;
For Antony us but a Limb of Cafar:

Let’s be Sacrifters, bat not Butchers, Caius,
We ali fland vy anainft the Spirit of Cefar,
And in the Sprric of mam theve is no blood s
O that we then cow’d come by Cacfars Spirit,
And not difmember Cafar 5 but, alas!
Czfar muft bleed for it.  And gentle fricuds,
Let's kill him boldly, but not wrathfully
Let’s carve him, as a dififit for the Gods,
Not bew him,as a Carkafs fit for Flounds,

And let our Fearts, as fubtle Maflers do,
Stirup their Servants toan aft of rage,
Andafter feem to chide 'em,  This foallmake
Our purpofe neceffary, and not envious :
Which fo appearing to the common eyes,

L3 We
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We fhall be calt’d Purgers, not murderers,
Andl for Mark Antony. think not of him .
flor becan do wo more than Cxfars arm,
When Cafars bhead is off.

" In thefe two fpeeches we have the true
character of Bratus, according to Hiftory,
But when Shakefpear's own  blunderin

Maggot of felf contradiction works, then
muit Bratus cry cut,

Bru. -=Stoop, Romahs, Hoop,
And let us bath our hands in Caefars dlood
Up tathe Elbows .-

Had this heen fpoken by fome King of
Frayce, we might remember #idon :

e fuffe des boirs Fue Capel,
Qui fut extrait de boucherie,
On wi" cut parmy ce drapel,
Fait boire de lefeorcherie,

And what Daste has recorded.

Chiamato fui di liUgo ciapetta,
Dime fon Nati i Philippi, ¢ Loigi,
Ler cui movellamente € Francia retta,
Figlivol fui d’ wn Beccaio di Parigier.
. For
3

Cr5n)

For, indeed, that I anguagowhich Shake-
Jpear puts in the Mouth. of Brutus wou'd
not fuir, or be convenient, unlefs from fome
fon of ‘the Shambles, or fome natural off-
fpring of the Butchery.” Butnever any Poct
tg boldly.and fo barefac’d, flourced long
from contradi@ion to contradiciion. A
little preparation and forecaft might do well
now and then.  For his Defdemona’s Mar-
nage, He might have helped out the pro-
bability Ly feigning how that fome way, or
other, a Black-amoor Woman had been her
Nurfe, and fuckl'd her: Or that once, up-
on atime, fome irtuofo had transfus'd in-
to her Veins the Bloodofs black Sheep :
after which fhe might never be at quiet

till the is, as the Poet will have it, Tupt
with ay old black ram,

But to match this pithy difcourfe-of Bru-
tus 5 fee the weighty argumentative ora-

tion, whereby Caffius draws him into the
Confpiracy. '

Caf. -«-Brutus, and Cefar : what fhowd

be in that Cefar ¢ '

Why Jhow'd that name be founded more than

Yoursd .
L 4 Hrite
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Whrite them together s yours is asfair a name:
Sound tbem,. 1t doth become the mout) as ell.
Weigh thewm, it is as haavy: conjure with them,
Brutus widl fart a Spirse s foon as§ xhay, . .
Now; inthe namesof all the Gols at once, .,
pon what meat doth this our Cefar feed),
1hat ke isgrown fo great? Age, thou art
,/’7“"”"’{3 - TSR
Rome thou haft loft the breed of noble bloods.
When went there by an Age fince the great
ﬂoo(/, o P
But it was fam’dwith more, than with one
mand.
When could they fay ( till now ) 1hat talk'd of
Rome, . . . .
That berwide Walls encompafs’d but one man?
Now 4¢ is Rome indeed, and room enpugh
When there isin it but one only Man owar-

One may Note that all our Authors Se-
nators, and his Otators had their Jegrning
and education at the fame fchool, be they
Venetians, Black-amoors, Ottamijtys, or no-
ble Romans.  Brarus and Caffiys here, may
cap (entences, with Brabantio, and the Doge
of Penice, or any Magnifico of them. all.
We faw how the Venetian Senate fpent their
@ue, when, amidft their alarms, cal'd-to
Counfel at midnight. Here the Roman
L ; Scna.

(153 )
epators, the midnighe before Ceefar’s death
é. met in the Garden of Bratus, to fertle
the- matter of thejr Confpirasy. ) are gazing
up to the Stars, and havenomore in thejr
heads than to “wrangle about which is the
Eaft and Wed, o

Decius. 2lere lies the Eqfl, doth not the
day break berg.> '

Caska. Ne.

Cinna, O, pardon, Sir, it doth, and you
grey lines, : :

That fret the Clouds, are Mefengers of Day,
| Caska. Tou fball confefs; that you are both

deceivd : ,

Here as 1 point wmy Sword, the Sun arifes,
Which is a great way growing on the South,
Weighing the youthful feafon of the year,
Some two months hencey, up higher toward
the North,

He_ firft prefents bis fire, and the high Eaft
Stands as the Capitol directly bere.

", This is dire@tly, as Bays tells us, fo fbew
the-World a. Pattern here, how men fhou'd
talk of Bufmefs. But it wou'd bea wrong
L to
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to the Poet, not to inform the reader, that
on the Stage, -the Spetators fee Brutas and
Gaffius all this while at Whifper togethir,
That is the importance, thet deferves gl
the atcention.  Butthe grand gueftion wou'd
be: does the Audience bear ‘em Whifper »

Uth. Why, truly 1 can't tell : there’s
wmch to be faidupon the word Whifper-.--

Another Poet wou'd have allow'd the
noble Brutus a Watch-Candle in his Cham.-
ber this important night, - rather than have
puzzel'd his Man Lucius to grope in the
dark for a Fliat and Tinder-box, to ger the
Taper lighted. It wou'd have beenno great
charge to the Poet, however,  Afterwatds,
another night, the Fiddle is in danger to be
broken by this fleepy Boy.

Bru, If thou doft nod thou break’} thy I

Srament,

But pafs we to the famous Scene, where
Brutus and Caffius ave by the Poet reprefen-
ted altingthe parts of Mimicks : from the
Nobility add Buskins; they aré made the
Planipedes’; are brought to daunce Bare-
feoi, for'a Spe@acleto the people, P’lr-‘_vlvb
- nilo-

I

155 )

Philobphers, two generals, (imperatores
was their title ) the altim; Romanorum, are
to play the Bullies and Buffoon, to fhew
their Legerdemain, their altivity of face,
and divarication of Mufcles. They are to
play a prize, atryalof skill in hufhing and
fwaggering , like two drunken Hectors,
fora two-penny reckoning,

. When the Roman Mettle was fomewhat
more allaid, andtheir Stomach not fo very
fiere,in Auguftus’s time; Laberius,who was
excellont atchat fport, was forced once by
the Emperor to thew his Talent upon the
Stage : in his Prologue, he complains that

Neceffity has no law.

4t was the will of Cafar brought me bither,
What was imagin'd for me to deny

This Cafar; when the §ods deny bim nothingy

But fays he,

-~ Ego bis tricenis annis aflis fiue nota,
Eques Romanus lare egre(fus wieo,

Domum revertor Mimus.  Niméram hac die
Una plus vixi mihi quim vivewdum fuit--

Twice thirty years havel l3v'd without ble:
mifh ; From
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Frombome I came a Roman Gentleman,

But back [hall go a Mimick. Zhis one day

Is one day longer than I fbou’d bave livd,

This may fhew with what indignity our
Poct treats the nobleft Romans. But there
is no other cloth inhis Wardrobe. Every
ene muft be content toweara Fools Coat,
who comes to be drefled by him. Nor is
he more civil to the Ladies. Portia, in
good manners, might havechalleng’d more
refpect : fhethat fhines, a glory of the firt
magnitude in thie Gallery of Lleroick Dames,
is with our Poct, fcarce one remove from
a Natural: She is the own Coufin German,
of one picce, the very fame impertinent
filly flefh and blood with Pefdemona. Shake-
Jpears genius lay for Comedy and Humour,
In Tragedy he appears quitc out of his Ele-
ment 5 his Brains are turn’'d, he raves and
rambles, without any coherence, any fpark
of rcafon, or any rule to controul him, or
fet boundsto his phrenzy.  Hisimagination
was ftill running after his Mafters, the
Coblers, and Parifh Clerks, and 0/d Tefta-
ment Stroulers, So he ‘might make. bold
with Portiaf as they had done with the
Virgin Mary. Who, in a Church A&ing
their Play' call'd 7he Zncarnation, had ufu-

- ally

(157)
ally the dve Mary. mumbl’d over to a ftrad-
ling wench ( for the bleffed Virgin) ftraw-
hatted, blew-apron’d, big-bellicd, with her
Immaculate Conception up te her chin.

The Italian Painters are noted for draw-
ing. the Madonna’s by their own Wives or
Miftrefles ; onc might wonder what fore
of .Betty Mackerel;, Shakefpear found in his
days, to fit for his Portia, and-De[demona ;
and Ladies of a rank, and digpity, for cheir
plase in Tragedy.: Butto hima Tragedy:
in Burlesk, a merry Tragedy was no Mon=
fter,_ no abfurdity, nor atallprepofierous :
all .colowrs arc thé fame to a Blind man.
The Thuader and Lightning, the Shouting;
and Battel, andalarms cvery where in this
play;. may well keep the Audience awake;
otherwife no Sermon wou'd bx fo firong
an Opiate. But fince the memorableaion
by the Parwcy Pikes, the Iammerfmith
Brigate, and the Chelfey Cuiraprers : . one
might think, in a modcft Nation, noBaw
tel’ wou'd ever prefume to fhew upen the
Stage agen, unlefs it wereat Perin in Corn-
wal, where the ftory goes that, fome time
beforetheyear'88. the Spaniards once were
landing to burn the Town, juftat the nick
when a Company of Syroulers with their

: Drums
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Drumsand their Thouting were fetcing Samp-
Jon upon the Pbhiliftines, which fo. fcard
Mr. Spaniard, that they Seampered back to
their. Galions, as apprehending our whole
Zalbury Camp had hainin Ambufhand were
comihg foufeupon them, ' = -
At Athens (they tell us) the Tragedics of
Afculus, Sophocles, and Euripides werg en-
roll'd with their Laws,and made pareof their
Statute-Boole, . . S Y
- We want d law for Aing the Refedrfat
once a week, to keep us in our fenfes, ari
fecure us again(t the Noife and Nonfetice,
the Farce and Fuftian which, in thie name: of
TFragedy, Have fo long invaded, and ufuip
our Theater, SR

Tully defines an Orator to be, Vir bondu
dicendique peritus. 'Why muft he bea:good
Man, as if a |bad Man might not be a good
Speaker 2 Bur what avails it to Speakivell,
unlefs a man is well heard# To'gain atten-
tion Arifterle told us, iv was neceffary: ¢hae
an Orator be a good Man ; therefore hie that
writes Tragedy fhould be careful that the
perfons of his Drama, be of confideration
and importance, that the Audience may rea-

dily lend an Ear, and give attention to ‘What
they fay,anda& Who would thruft it

acrowd

. C159)
4 crowd to lear what My, Jagp, Roderigo,

ot Caffo, is like to fay 2 From ' a Vene.
tian Senate, or a Roman Senate one mighe

S4pefk great matters . By _tpﬁip . Poct was
Qboh foxes ; hehad it notfo themy y the Se-
ﬁgf%ﬁ{inuﬁ blc}: t?:(lw;ﬁr than other folk,

..Bem Jolufomy, knew to diftinguifh men
gﬁ;tﬁ:ﬁﬂaerg.; ’?,;;‘fgthcr rate. In Catiline
we tind our felyes’in Europs, we are no
longer in the’ Land of Savages, among(t
Blackamoors, Barbariaps,  and Monfters.

(B fiéé“ib-ﬁéméﬁénd fielt on'the Stage
x 8;)‘”451 o Coe

Do shoi ot fee! me, Rone 2 Not et}
‘4‘ ;' ‘n‘."lf u\-l\ LAY AL AP IR
j,'$"e( )mt.ﬂgi.,la ﬁaf&n, jmagine the Ghoft

s bligk apen_place, upon fome
]E%m ncm pw ere Rome is_all within his
view : But it is a furprizing thing to find
than ks, ratling Rodomontado- fpeech is
1n,3,dark, clofe, private flecping hole of ce-
{oines,,,; ’ :

" Merthe Chore, is of all wonders ¢ho
fvameeft,  The Charus is alw:}";refent on
the Sags, privy to,4nd intgreffedin dl,tahat
o pafles,
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'g’ns to Codbl{t’nde ﬂ‘xe" Y?rdl‘l{!ﬂx. S "f:,f o
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- 8y Gl K6 e ¢ bigmighti
'in“'a'{thé Ké‘y‘-htllé 5 ‘il giptv‘_'épmg,n “%ﬁ
rus inkd Carifins Cabindt 90« -T2

W Ihurélia ;sir&n‘arfér(dit?;ghﬁggg; u
the ‘Poet'Had perhaps' provided et (ot
Fruckle-bed ngea idarl{'fClb{Etfky 'f{u (o

ool G T agnol

T hort; #4s ftrange thie Beno Wb gl
derftood the tura of Comedy fo well; ap
had" found the'fucccfs, .vm&md' ;

in the dark, and jumblE‘things: 1o \
without head or tail, without any {éﬁf or
propottion, without" any ‘réafoii Ur dcfign.
Might not the Aéts of the Agn s, ora ife
in Plutarchi Be as %lm}ﬁ:“,{’ah‘ﬂ 45 pro-
perly callél & Tragedy, 48 4ty ??f',‘}'fn ) of
Confpiraffa 77 o1l onantr
L I et e wlﬂ‘. Wty
~ Cornsilli'télls us, 'in",thé"Ekbrfifl'om&?
Melite, théwhen firft he.begar ‘ﬁbffigel
he thought there had been no Ruleé S
had no guide bue a lictle Comman_ [ence,
With'thé Example of Mr. Elardy, " dfd léme
bthers, “thhe tore répular’than he. !¥is
Ur{?p b ke ( fiySREY which wassalt hy
o ?,'.'{

b

rule

(16:1)

vuley, brought me to find out the unis y of Aili.
on toimbroyl four ‘Luvers by one and the fame

intreague, PBen, Jobufon, befides his Com.
mon fence to tell himehat the Zmir of Ac-
tion was neeefBry ; had ftumbld (1 know
nothow ) ona Chorus ; which is not 1o (¢
drawn through o Key-hole, to be luggd
about, or juggl'd withan hocus pocus hither
and thither ; nor flow’d inagarret, nor put
into quarters with the Breentford Army, (o
muft of neceflity keep the Poct to unity of
Place 5 And alfo"to fome Contrionable time,
for the reprefentation : Becaufe the Ghorus
is ot tobe trufted out of fight, is notto eat
or drink till they have given up their Viy-
dict, and the Plaudite 1s over,

One would not talk of rules, or what is
regular with Sbakefpear, or ary followers,
in the'Gang of the Strouling Fraternity ; bue
it i lamencable chat Ben, Fobafon, his Store
and his Tymber, however - otherwi of
value, muft lye a miferable heap of ruips,

for want of Architcéture, or fome Son of

Vitruvius, 10 joyn them together.  He
had red Zorace, had Tranflaced thatto che
Pifones ;

M| Ner
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! us
Nec verbum verbo curabis reddere, fid
interpres.=-=

_ ay’f} feign
Ben, - Being a Poet, thou my(/ic{eate’,

; tran-
Not care, as thow wouldt f a”bfullj(ﬂare,

To render word for word---

And this other precept.

be is
Nec circa vilem, patulumque wora
Orbem.

Ben. ---The vile, broad-trodden ring for-
Jake. :

ial in this Catiline,
is there material n t

citl\lzgrha:n the Manners. inthe 7 bﬂt;g’?rf‘.;; gcéx:
in the Exprefion, (threc parts gtranﬂati-
ti ) which is not word for word ranflati
o%: > In the Fable, or Plot (wfhlc :vles the
firft, and principal part) wha;:/ e;: ve, but
the 3vilc' broad trodden ring 2 V1 ;ncm e
lls it, asa thing below, and tood nlo
;:y man of wit to bufic his head withal.

i ¢ it is obvious,
Patulum, he calls it, becauf ouss

( 163 )
and eafic for any bady todo as rauch as ¢l.q¢
comesto. "Tis but to plodd along, ftp by
ftep in the fame tadt ;i drudgery only
for the blind Horfe in 4 M, No Creature
found of Wind and Limb, but wou’( chufe
a nobler Field, and a more gencreus Ca-
recr.

Homer, we find, f]
Trat of Scripture, bur
ftabl’d  there, prefently up e fprings,
mounts aloft, is on the wing, no carchly
bounds, or barricrs to confine him,

ips fometime into g
his Lerafus is pog

For Beu, to (n (s againfl the cleare(t
light and convicion, argues a ftrange fhy-
pidity + It was bad enough in him, againft
his Judgment and Confcicnee, 10 interlayd
fomucl fiddle faddle, Comedy, and Afo-

cryphal matters in the Hiftory : Becaufe,
torfooth,

—-lis pam plebecula gaudet,

Where the Poet has chofen a fubje of
importance fufficient and proper for ‘Trage-
¥, thereis noroom for this peuty interlude
and diverfion, Had fome Prisces come
exprefs from Salankemen ¢ vemote s it i)
M2
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to give anaccount of the battel, whilft th_c
flory was hot and new, and made a relati-
on accurate, and diftinély, with all tl}e
pomp, andadvantage of the Theatre, wou'd
the Audience have fuller'd a Tumbler or
Baboon, a Bear, or Rope dancer to have
withdraw n their attention 3 or to haveinter-
rupted the Narrative s tho it had heldas
long as a Dramatick Reprefentation. Nor
at that time wou'd they thank a body for
Lis quibbles, or wit out of feafon : This
mans Feather, or that Captains Embroider-
ed Coat might not be touched upon butin
a very fhort Parenthefis.

It is meerly by the ill-chofen Subjett, or
the ill-adjulling it, that the {Xudxence runs
a gadding afier what is forreign, and from
the bufinefs.  And when fome fencelefs tri-
fling tale, as that of Otbello; or fome
mangd, abus'd, undigefted, interlarded
Huftory on our Stage impioufly affumes the
facred name of Tragedy, it is no wonder it
the Theaire grow corrupt and feandalous,
and Poctry from its Aucicat Reputation and
Dignity, is funk to the utmoft Contempt

aud Derifion,

Many have been offended with Ariffopha-

nes

(165)
nes as acceflary to the death of Socrates ; Lur
who fo fhall confider the Statc of affairs ac
that juncture, when the (louds was ated,
might fooner believe the Poets defign was
rather previous, (as we cailic) to ftry the
ftrength of a Party, by the Countenance
ofthe People : And the fuccels of this Play,
they difcovered how far the intereft of Aler-
biades prevailed.  Alcibiades was the dan-
gerous man to the Government, too big

tor the Republick, and for drifiophanes
himfelf.

Socrates camenot to be judicially arraign-
ed in twenty years after the Comedy.
They firft had made fure of his proteétor,
and got himout ofthe way. Upon which,
the Common-wealth party took heart, and
wou'd make the Philofopheranfwer for the
rare accomplithments which 4d/cibiades had
drawn from him, and {oi'l Employcd.

Socrates fhould not have mocked at the
Old Religion, till furc of fome means to in-
troducea better.  Socrares had not the gift
of Miracles.

Alcibiades with his Companions coun'd
learnitromSccrates toblafpliemethe eftablith.
M 3 - ood
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cd Worlhip: But were too fenfual for 4
urer Faich, and Divine fpeculations.

Lhereupon followed fo many mad pranks
amongtt them ¢ As that for example, when
the Gods of the Town ( fet at every mans
Door ) were, as they had been fo many
Siga-pofls, all in onc ‘night broken down.
How would the People look, after thisout-
rage 2 Whatcowd they exped:, but Hell to
fwallow ‘em up all quick, the next morn-
mng:?

Ariftophanes, in a fober way, was nota-
ganit a Rejormmation. He attempted an
altcracon, and wrought ic Effe@ually.  As
patimwarly : The Athenians, wanting a
tree Cileulation of the courfe of the Moon,
were often 1n great confufion about their
Holy-days.  They kept Faft often when
they fhould have Feafled, and other times
had their Feftival on a work day ; and ma-
ny times the Feaft and Faft came a-pick-a-
pack. To reltifie this, in thatvery Play
(the Clouds) againft Socrares, there tlic
Choves retarns, and addrefles to the Specta-
to s, 1o thismanner.

As we were departing, the Moon (our La-
~y) met us,

Ad Lid us tell ye, Firfl,

( 167 )

Firft, that fbegives her lvve to you, and
your Confederates.

In the next place that fhe is angry with you,
as ill dealt withal by you,

For ber good turns to all of you, wot in
words,
but Effellually.

In particular,every monthShe faves you 11w
pence half-penny, in Lanthorn and Candle-
Light :

And then going abroad a nights you cry, Flold,
boy, there needs o Link, "tis Moon-fhine.
Inother refpeitsShe likes you well,
Siving that yonare out in your Accounts
moft fhamefully.
Fumbling all things hand over bead counfoun-
edly ;
In fo such that the Gods threaten ber immo-
derately :
When their appetite is baulk'd, and they go
home with hungry Noftrils, becaufe you want
a good Almanac. :
For when you fbould be Sacrificing,
Then are you at the Seffions, trying Felons and
Pick-pockets,
On the other hand, when tis Ember-week in
Heaven,
And all are Faing, with an a-lack 5 awd
well aday :

M4 For
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For the deathof Mcmnon or Sarpedon ;
Then fireal your Hecatombs-
By this, cvery Lody were convinced that
the form by law eftablithed wanted amend-

ment ; the Priefts: from all parts were ga-.

ther'd together 2 they were afham'd of their
Calendar, Reform, Refori was. the anly
cry amongft’em ; Not ane Noluraus--+In all
the Convacation. -

And thereupon Meton, the Mathematicis
an was {eot fory and fex to work ; And from
rhence our Chrono-graphers had a new
Ep.cha, . :

- ¥rom this place. we may obferve another
reafon for Homer, againft the * objection
by ®Plate, ta wit, that fHewer had an eye
1o theGreck Lirargie, And that paflagein Ho-
merwas to fhow Surpedons Faft 1o he of Di-
vine Inffitution,

This fimll.Sall}:, or ftart outfrom the play

is of greater Mowment, is of morc weight and

importance, than all the Tragedies on qur
Suge con’d pretend to,  And yer for me.
dern Comedy, doubtlefs our Englifh arathe.
bett io the Worlds.
¥ vid page 34 ]
Fxtrait

(169 )

Extrait des Regiftres du Parlement du Vey-
dredy . Decembre L'an 1541, Monfieur
de S. André Prefident. :

ENtre le Procureur General du Roy pre-

nant le fait en main paur les pauvres de
Parisdemandeur & requerant I'enterinement
d’une Requefte par luy prefentée a laCour
d’une part.

Et Maiftre Francois Hamelin Notaire au
Chaftelet de Paris, Francois Pouldrain, Le-
onard Choblets, Jean Louvet, Maiftres En.
trepreneursdu Jeu, & Myftere des Actes des
Apoftres, n'agueres execuré en certe Ville de

Paris, défendeurs A 1enterinement de ladite

Requefle, d'autre.

Le Maiftre pour le Procureur du Roy,
dit qu'anciennement les Romainsinftitucrent
plufieurs jeux publics, de laplus part def
quels-parle Tite Live, & les recite tous Fla-

Vius qui a éctit de Roma triumphante. Mais -
quelques jeux que ce fuflenr, iln'y en avoir

aucuns qui fuffent oxdinaires ; ains ne fe fai-

foient finon les occafions occurrentes, &

pour quelques caufes norables & infignes,
comme




i
%
!

F=5

(170 ) _
comme pour quelque victoire ou triomphe,
ou pour quelque pompe funcbre ou aurre
notable caufe.  Vray eft que Feftus Pom-
peius recite unc maniere de jeux qui fe fai-
foient fans occalions, &' dicebantur ludi fecu-
lares ; mais ils ne fe failoient, niff centefimo
guoque anno.  Et cncore apres que les Ro-
mains turent ateediez de tels jeux publics
& qu'ils connurent qu'ls tournoient en lafs
civete, &' in perniciemde la Republique, ils
les laitlegent : & y eutloy exprefle que- les
trais & impenfes qui fe faifoient de’ jeux
publics, feroient cmploye; €s reparations
de la ville de Rome:  Et encore cft aujour-
d’buy cetre loy €crite, /. unicac, de Expenfis
ludorum lib. 1., . _ ‘

L.t pour le fait, dit que puis trois ou qua-
tre ans en ca les Mhaiftres dela Paffion ont
cntrepris de faire jotier & reprefenterle My-
ftere de la Vaffion qui a etté fair, & parce
quil s’eft trouvé qu'ils y ont fait gros gain,
font venus aucuns particuliers gén non let-
trez, ny entendus entelles affaires, & gens
de condition infame, comme un Menufier,
un Sergent a Verge, & un Tapiffier & au-
tres qui ont fait joiier les Actes des Apoftres,
en jccux commis plufieurs fautes, tant aux
feintes qu’au jeu, & pour allonger le temps
on fait compofer, dicter & adjoufter plu-

’ ficur,
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ficurs chofes apocryphes, quay que foit non
contenucs ¢s Ates des Apottres, & fajc
aurer trois ou quatre journées,afin d'exiger
plus d’argent du peuple, en entremetrang a
la fin ou au commencementdu jeu, farces
lafcives & de mocquerics, en ont taic du-
rer'leur jeu Pefpace de fixou feprmois, don
font adwenus, & adviennent ceflaions de
fervice divin, retroiditlement de charitez
& aumofnes, adulteres & fornications in-
{inics, feandales, derifions& mocqucrics,

Bt pour les declarcr en premier fiey par
le menw, dit que pendant lefdits jeux, &
tant quilont duré, le commun peuple dés
huit & neut heures du matin ¢s jours de
Feftes deluifoic fa Mefle Patoufliale, Scr-
mon & Vefpres pour aller efdits jeux garder
i place, & y cilre jufqu’a cinq heures du
foir: ont ecff¢ les Predications, car n'cuf.
fent cu les Predicatcurs qui les cuft écouter,
Et retournant detdics jeux, femocquoient
hautement & publiquement par les rués def.
dits jeux & des jolicurs, contrefaifant quel-
que langage impropre quils avoient ouy def-
dits jeux ou autre chofe mal faite, criant
par derifion que le S, Efprit n'avoit
point voulu defeendre, & par d*autres moc-
querics. Bt le plus fouvent les Prellres deg

Paroifles
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Paroifles pour avoir leur pafle-temps d'aller
efdits jeux, ont delaiflé dirc Velpres les
jours de Feftes, ou les ont dites tout feuls
désVheure de Midy, heurenon accouftumée:
& mefine les Chantres ou Chappellains d¢
Ja Sainte Chappelle de ce Palais tant que
lefdits joux ont duré, ont dit Vefpres les
jours de Fefles a I'heure de midy, & en-
core les difoient en pofte & i lalegere pour
allerefdits jeux , chofe indecente , non ac-
couftumée & de mauvais exemple , & con-
tre les faints Conciles de PEglife , mefme
contre le Concile de Chartage, ix ¢. qus
die de confecrat. diff. 1: ou eftdit: Qui
die foicmni pratermiflo Feclefiw conventu ad
Spectaculavadit , cxcommunicetuy.

Secundy , les Predications font plus de-
centes pour Vinftrution du peuple, atten-
du quelles fe fone par Theologicns gens
doétes & de feavoir, que ne font les Ates
ou reprefentations quon appelle jeux que
font gens ignorans & indoctes qui n'en-
tendent ce quiils font ne ce quils dicn, re-
prefentant les Actesdes Apoftres, le vicux
Teftament & autres femblables Hifloires
qu'ils s'cflorcent de reprefenter.

Tertio, il cft certain & indubitable par
s jugement
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jugement natural que fikion d’une chofe
w'eft pofiible fans préalable intelligence de la
verite,  Car fiction n’eft autre chofe qu'une
approche que Pons s'cfforce faire au plus
prez que l'on peut de la verité.  Et tant
les Entreprencurs que lesjoieurs font gens
ignares & non lettrez qui ne fcavent ny A,
ny B. qui n'ont intclligence non feulement
de laSainte Ecriturc , immony d'Ecrityres
prophanes.  Sont les joiicurs artifans me-
chaniques, comme Cordonniers, Savcticrs,
Crocheteursde Greve, de toys eftats & arts
mechaniques, qui ne fcavent lireny écrire,
& qui on-ques ne furent inftruits ny exer-
cez en Theatres & licux publics a faire tels
ates, & davantage n’ont langue diferte ny
langage propre, ny les accens de pronon-
ciation decente, ny aucune intelligence de
ce quils dient: tellement que le plus fou-
vent advient que d’un mot ils ¢n font trois s
font point ou paufe au milicu d'unc propo-
fiion, fens ou oraifon imparfaite; font
d’un inteyrogant un admirant, ou autre
gefte , prolation au accent contraires A ce
qu'ils dient, dont fouvent advient derifion
& clameur publique dedans le Theatre
mefme, tellement qu’au lieu de tourner 4
édification , leur jeu tournca feandale & de-
rifion,

Quarto ,
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Quarto, ils meflent le plus fouvent dog
farces , & autres jeux impudiques, lafcifs
ou derifoires qu'ils jougnt A la fin ou ay
commencement, pour attirer le commun
peuple 2 y retourner, qui ne demande que
tellcs voluptez & folies, qui font chofesdé-
fendués par tous les Saints Conciles de
PEglife, de mefler Farces & Comedies de-
rifoires avec les Myfleres Ecclefiafliques,
ainft quil eft eraitté par tous les Docteurs
in c. cum decorem. de vita & honeftate Cle-
ricorum , €0 per hoc in fumma eodem tituly,
Ttem ludi Theatrales. Er par le Concile
de Bafle au decret de Spetacalis in Ecclefia
non faciendis,

Quintd, I'on reconnoift oculairernent que
tout cc quils cn font, eft feulement pour
le queft & pourle gain, comme ils feroient
d'une Taverne ou negotiation, & quils
veulent devenir Hiftrions , Joculatcurs ou
Batteleurs; car comme dit Panorm. sn
tit. cum decorem, un perfonnage eft reputé
Hillrion, Batteleur & Joculateur quand
par deux fois il retourne caufa gueftus A faire
jeux ou fpectacles publics.. & ainfi en pro-
pres termes ledeclare Panorm: in didto 1ie,
cum decorem, C'y L'on void que ja par deux

fois
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fois il 'y font venus pour le queft&: profie
feulement, & d’an en an, ils haufint le
prix; car la premiere année ils faifoient
paycr vinge & cing cfeus pour chacunc loge,
& la feconde ils enont fait payer trente &
trente fix cfcus; & maintenant ils les met-
tent a quarente & cinquante efcus fol. A
Fon connoift ocwaircment qutln’y 4 que I
qQueft & peofit particulier qin les mene, &
ne font qu'inventions pour tirer fubtilement
argent du peuple.

Sexto , il advicnt mille inconveniens &
maux; car fous couleur de ces jeny, e fone
plufieurs parties & affignations, wifimes for-
nications, adulteres , maquercllages. Bt
pour cette caufe elt eadem rubrica jeu titys
bus in lib. 11, ¢ de Spellaculis, & Seenicis
S Lenonibus,

Septimo, fi font efdits jeux commefla-
tions & dépenfes cxtraordinaures par L com.
mun peuple ; tellement que co qu'na pauvre
artifan aura gagué vouce L fomaine, il Pira
dépendre en un jour ¢t iux, tant pour
payer a lentrée, quar co. uneflation &
yvrognefle 5 & faudra quc fa femme &z en-
fans en endurent toute la femain.

067(1 'Z/é )
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Oftavi, F'on aconnu par experience que
lefdits jeux ont grandement dxmm’ué les
charitez & aufmofnes, tellement qu'en fix
mois qu’ont durélefdits jeux,les aufmonesont
diminué de Ia fomme de trois milleTivres,
& enappert par certification fignée desCom
milfaires fur le fait des pauvres.

Ceneanmoins un nommé leRoyer,&ven-
deur de poiffon,un Tapifficr, un Menufier &
qulues autres leurs compagnons ont de nou-
veau entrepris defaire jouér'annéeprochane
e vieil Teftament,&¢ veulent faire deformais
un ordinaire defdits jeux pour exiger argent
du peuple.”

Dontaverty le Procurcur General du Roy,
a prefenté fa Requefte pour leur faire inhi-
bitions & défenfes- de non paffer outre 2
lear entreprife. lls luy ont apport¢ unc
etere de Privilege quiils difentavoir obtent
du Roy, quils ont prefentée avec unc Re-
quefte au Licutenant Criminel qui neleara
voulu répondre.  Au moyen de quoy ils fe
fonr retirez au Lieutenant Civil , qui leur
a répondu leue Requefte, & pour ce que
par lefdites lettres ils ont donnéd entendre
au Roy qu'ils Ic font par zcle de dc:vouon(‘Sz
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& powr I'édification du peuple, quiefl chofe
non veritable , & y repugne leur qualiré
encore plus leurs facultez : mais le fone
feulement par unc negotiation ou marchan-
dife & pour le queft,"gain & profic qu’ils
en cfperent, & cutrement ne le fercienr,
Davantage y a plufieus chofes an Vieil 1¢-
ftament qu'il n'cttexpedient declarer au peu.
ple, comme gensignorance & imbeciils
qui pourroit pren:re occafion de Judai. fine
a fauted'intelligence, '

Pour ccs caufes & autres con’iderations
qui feroient de long recir, conelud 3 Vene
terinement de fa Requefte 5 & en ce Qiifane
que défentes leur foient faites de non pofier
outre A leur entreprife defdits feuxdu vicil
Teflament, jufquau bon plaide, voloir
& intention du Roy , les chof:s fufilices par
luy entenduds,

A auffi ledit Procurcur General profiaeé
autre Requefte, d ce que pour s coufes
fufdites , les anciens Entrepren-urs foinne
tenus mettre, & delivrer de leur giin &
deniers procedans deflits jeux des Adkes des
Apoftres , la fomme de huit cens livees
parifis enla boite aux pauvrespar provifior,
& fauf apres avoir veu parla Cour Peftar de
leurs frais & de leur gain, ¢nordonner 1 lus
grande fomme, fifaire fe doin  Ainfi cn
N b
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fur en pareil cas ordonnc contre les Mai-
fties de la Paflion. Et requiert qui cc
faire ils foicnt contraints clmcundc_’cug feul,
& pour le tout, par vente & exploitationde
lcurs biens, & mefme par emprifonnerent
dc Jewrs perfonnes, & conclud. _‘

Ryant dit quil n'a charge de défendrca
la Requefte du Prosurcur General duRoy
pour le regard des Maiftres Entreprencurs
du myftere des Aftes des Apoftres s mais
feulement & charge pour les nouveaux Mai-
fires Entreprencurs du myflere de Lancicn
"Teflament, remoatre a la Cour !es caufes
qui les ont meus dentreprendre faire execu-
ter le myfterede ancien Teftament. Eft
que le Roy ayant veu jolicr quelque fois le
myftere de la Paffion y a deux ans, & pour
le”rapport qui luy acfté fair de Fexecurion
du myftere desAétes des Apoftres,&c averty
qu'il Teroit bon voir lareprefcatation del'an.
cicn Teftament, un nommé le Royer s'eftoit
retirévers luy, & luy auroitdonnc 2 enten-
dre,que fous fon bon plaifir il entreprendroit
volontiers 4 faire reprefenter cet ancien Te-
flament par myfterc: a quoy volontiers le
Roy avoit incliné, tellement quilavoit per=
mis audit le Royer fairc reprefcnter ledit an-
cien Teftament par myftere; & 2 cette caufe

{1y avoit fait expedicr fes lettres patentes ad-
dref-
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dreffantes au Prevoltde Paris Juge ordinaire,
Le Royer ayant lefdites lettres, endemande
en Chaftelet la verification appellezles gens
du Roy. De leur confentement ledic Prevolt
de Paris ou fon Licutenant enenterinant le(-
dites lettres,permit audit le Royer qu'il com-
mence A faire faire quelques preparatifs pour
lexecution.  Et connoiffant que luy feul ne
pouvoit fubvenir aux frais neceflaires pour
la grandeur dePadte & magnificence qu'il y
falloit garder, affocic avee luy quatre ou
cing honneftes Marchans decette ville. e
pour autant que tous cftoicnt ignorans des
fraisque L'on pourroit faire, prennent avec
eux un des Muiftres entrepreneursdes Aétes
des Apoftres pour Jes inltruire de ce qui
leur conviendroit faire. Et eux fc penfant
affeurez au moyen defa permiffion du Roy,
& de la verification faite du confentement
des GensduRoy, marchandent aux Mar-
chands de Draps dc foye & autres pour les
fournir des ¢crofes quiil leur falloit ; & ont
avance grande fomme d¢ denicrs, aux uns
deux mille livres, aux autres fept cens, tel.
lement qu'il y a obligation fur euxde plus
de fept millelivres.  One fait dreffer Ic hvre
de I'ancien Teftament, iccluy communiqué
au Theologien Picard pour ofter cc qu'il ver-
roit ne'ftre & dire : Ont choifi gens experts

N2 . &
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¢ cuteadus. pour. exeeuter fe myflere, Lt
fone quaft towsi Jes oolics  faits, & japar
toir pushez que Pon doit jougr. Neantino-
s le Procurenr General du Roy par une
Reguedie prefeacée ala Cour s avoit inhibé
de patler owre. Die qu s ne vevlene etire
defoberiians a laCour ; maisattendu les Let-
fres Patentes du Roy, la vertiication du conr
feniinent des Gens du Roy, la Cour fous
corre¢iion, doit lever les déienfes,  Joint
quil w’dt cuclion de ludis pertinentibus
tamtan acl oriviicsi wrbis, vil leditiam populi,
qui cacore ne feroiat prohibes s mais de
1 ¢dificaion du peuple co nofive foy. 1 eft
vray qui les Entreprencurs ne font gens pour
faire Podification 5 mais que par I Hitloire
ot faa veprddante 1 Ancien ‘Teflament
e poueroii fes rudes, & nonfeavans mieux
comprendic o e voir aleil,que par Ja feule
pareleguicu pouroitelive futeLiede dire qu'-
iy ades feandads, S des atiemblées mauvai.
foa, & Qi fos animofines des pauvres en pour-
ront cfive rchiowdics secan'elt confiderable
ear e 't point trouvé qu ity ait eu de fean-
dalcs, ny maovaifcsaiiembiées aux. myferes
ac la Patlion, & Adles dis Apoflres, e quant
aux aamolnes clics fe relrowdifient tous les
JUilis pour autre catife Gue chscun ne feait
pas A cetrecaule fupplic la Cour, veula per-

million
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miflion duRoy la verification d'icelle; & const
fideré les preparatifs que les Eucreprencurs.
ont lits, & quc res woneft amplius integra, il
plaife a la Cour lever lefdites défenfes,autrc-
ment perdroicnt les pauvies gens beaucoup,
Et ncanmoins oflre du gain qu'ils pourrent
faire que la Cour cn ordonne telle fomme
qu'clle verra pour les pauvres,

L¢ Maitire dit quil n'y a point permif-
fion duPrevoft de Paris 3 ains au contraire
ledit Prevoft a ordonne qu’aucuns feroicnt
appellez, pour ouyr aprés ordonner ce que
de raifon.

AditRyantques’y cft: aleula Requefte
prefentée audit Prevott, 1épondud, & fignée
De Mefine. ‘

A dit le Maiftre qu'il y avoit objetion :
Car premicrement s'cfloicnt addreflez au
Licutenant Criminel qui les avoir refufes.
Etpour ce requicrt les défenfes tenir jufques
a cc que le Procutcur General aura adverty
le Roy; & que fur ce il aura entendu fon
intention, & vouloir.

Interpellé Ryants'il vouloitriendire pour
les Maiftres des Aétes des Apoftres, a duc
quiil y en a un, ou deux prefens, qui luy
tont dire quils font prefts de rendre compte.

La Cour dit quen ayant égard & la re-
quefie faite par ledic Frocureur General du

A Roy,
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Roy, el'e aordonne, & ordonne que les
Anciens Maiftres baillerone la fomme de
8co. liv. parifis par provifion, pour em.
ployer & l'aliment & nourriture des pau-
vres de cette Ville de Paris : & femblable-
ment mettrone pardevers ladite Cour leur
eftat, & compte ; pour iceluy veuleur eftre
poutveu ainfi qu'il appartiendra par raifon:
& A cefaire ils feront contraints par prife
de corps, un {eul pour le tour. Etquant §
Ia feconderequefte dudit Procureur General,
tendant a ce que défenfes fuffent faites aux
nouveaux Maiftres Entreprencurs du myftere
de I Ancien Teftament, ladite Cour a fait
& fait inhibitions & dafenfes aufdits nouve-
aux Maiftres de proceder & Fexecution de
leur entreprife, jufqu’ a cc qu'elle ait fecu
fur ce lebon plaifir & vouloir du Roy, pour
iccluy ouy, leur faire telle permiffion, qu'il
plaira audit Seigneur ordonner.

Apres lequel prononcé a requis Ryant
delay eftre donné aufdits Mailtres Anciens
pour bailler Fadite fomme de huit censlivers
cirils n'avoient prafentem pecuniam.

A dit Brulart Procurenr General qu'’il
leu raccordequinzaine.laditeCour a ordonné
que lefdits Anciens Mhiftres payeront la mo-
ité de ladiie fomme dedans quinzaine, &
I'autre moiti¢ la quinzaine enfuivant.
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