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A orgricfewith theeywhichrequireth fecrecyand fidelity 2 I confeffe, that a wormans wit com« 2
monly istoo weake tokeepe afecret fafely: buc yer, Brutus, good educacion, and the compa- »
nicof vertuous men, hauefome power to reforme the defeé of nature, And for my felfe, I b
haue this benefit moreouer:that I am the daughter of Cao,8 wife of Brutus. This notwithftan- *
ding, [ did nottrufttoany of thefe things before: vatill that now I hauc found by experience, ::

~ thatno painenor gricfe whatfocuer can oucrcome me, With thofe wordes(he (hewed him ,s

“her wounde on herthigh, and tolde him what the had done to proue her felfe. Brutus wasa- »
mazed to heare what the fayd vato him, and lifting vp his handes to heauen, he befought the
goddes to geue him thegrace he might bring his enterprife tofo good paffe, that he mighe
befounde a husband, worthie of fonoble a wifeas Porcia: lo he then did comfort her the beft

B hecoulde. Now a day being appointed for the meeting of the Senate, arwhattime they ho«
ped Cefar woulde not faile to come: the confpirators determined then to put their enterprife
inexecucion,, bicaufe they might meete fafelieat thattime without fufpicion , and the ra-
ther, forthat all thenobleftand chicfeft menof the citie woulde be there. Whowhenthey

fhould feefuche a great matter cxecuted, would eueric man then fet to their handes, for the

deferice of their libertie. Furthermore, they thoughtalfothat the appointment of the place

wherethe counfell thoulde be kept, was chofen of purpofe by diuine prouidence, and made

all forthem. Foritwasoneof the porches aboutthe Theater, in the which there was a cers

uine place full of feates formen tofitin , where alfo was fec vp the image of Pompey, which

the citie had made and confecrated in honor of him: when hedid beawtifie that parte of the
¢ citie with the Theater he built,with divers porches about it. In this place was the affembly of

the Senate appointed to be, iuft on thefifteenth day of the moneth of March, which the R o«

uanzscall, IdusMartias : {o thar itfeemed fome god of purpofe had brought C.efar thither

tobeflaine, for reucnge of Pompeys death, So when the day was come, Bratus went out of his

houfe with a dagger by hisfide voder his long gowne, that no bodic fawe nor knewe, buthis

wife onclie. Theother confpirators were all affembled at Caffim houfe, to bring his fonne

into the marketplace, who on that day did put on the mans gowne, called Toga Virilis:

and from thence they came allin a troupe together vnto 2ompeys porche, looking that Cafar

woulde ftraight come thither. But hereis tobe noted , the wonderfull affured conftancic of 75 sendw.

thefe confpirators , in fo daungerous and waightican enterprife asthey had vndertaken, For {},’;:"{f;}';,’,
D many of them being Pretors, by reafon of their office, whofe duetie is to minifter iuftice to rasrs, inkite

eucrie bodie : they did notonelie with great quictnefle and curtefic heare them that fpake va- 7% ¢4/
tothem, orthatpleaded matcers before them, and gaue them attentiue eare , as if they had

had no other matter intheir heades: butmoreouer ; they gaue inftfentence, and carefullie

difpatched the caufes before them. So there was one among them, who being condemned

ina certaine fumme of money , refuféd to pay it, and cricd outthar hedid appeale vato Ce-

far. Then Brutus cafting his eyes vppon the confpirators, fayd, Cefar (hall noc letre me tofee
the lawe executed.Notwithftanding this, by chaunce there fell out many misfortunes vt Swidrie miss
them,which was enough to haue matred the enterprife. The firft and chicfcftwas,Cefarslong /,}“"‘,‘;",’: é:”
tarying , who camie veric lateto the Senate: forbicaufe the fignes of the facrifices appeared of e endirs
E wnluckie, bis wife Calpurniakept him achome, and the Soothfayers bad him beware hewene e~
notabroade. The feconde caufe was, when one came vnto €4féa being a confpirator,and ta-
king him by the hande, faydvato him: O C"gia, thoukepteftit clofe fromme , but Bratus
hath tolde nic all, Caféa beingamazed atit, the other wenton with his tale, and fayd: why,
howe nowe, howe commethit to pafle thou art thus riche, that thou doeft fue 1o be Zdilis >
Thus Caféa being deceiued by che others doubtfult wordes, he tolde them it was a thowfand
toone, he blabbed notoutall the confpiracie. An other Senator called Fapilins Lans, afterhe
had faluted Brutas and Caffins more frendlic then he was wont to doe: herounded foftliein
their eares,and told them, I pray the goddes youmay goethrough with thatyou haue taken
inhande, but withall, difpatche I reade you, for your enterprife is bewrayed. VWhen he had
Ffayd, he prefentlie departed from them , and Ieft them both affrayed that their eonfpiracic
woulde out. Nowe iri the incane time, there came one of Brugus men poft haft vato him,and
tolde him his wifc was adying . For Periabeing verie carefull and penfiue for thar whick
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