OBITUARY.

Thomas Keightley.

We have to record today, says the Louaon
Times of Nov. T, the decoase of an aonest, careful,
and laboriobs historian, Mr. Thomas Keightley,
which happened at his residence at Belveders,
near Erith, Kent, at an age extended beyond
eighty years., He was, we beheve, of Irish ex-
traction, belng a native of Dublin, and was edu-

cated, ke s0 many of his countrymen, at
Trpity College, Dublin, where he touvk his
Bachelor’s degree in the 8pring of 1808. Hia
original destimation swwas the Bar, for which
he read during s short period; but circam-
gtapees arose which altered his course
ot life, and he resolved to abandon che
labors of the law for those of literature. With
this view he came to London when about five
and twenty years of age, and joined the late
Mr. Crofton Croker in the production of his
Faiwry Legends of the South of Ireland, at the
sime time fitling his leisure hours by contribu-
tions to the periodical literature of the day. To
most ot the present generation his name will be
familiar as the autbor of several useful and
able echool-books, though rather dull and
dry in point of style, more especially his hie-
tories of Rome, Greeco, and Eugland, anda bis
Qutlines of History, which formed one of the
early volumes of Dr. Lardner's Cabdineft Cyclo-
pedia. He also edited the Fusi: of Owvid.
and complied a work, which e¢pjoyed very
deservedly no small popularity 1n 1ts day, Fawry
Muthology. This, however, 18 far from a com-
plote nhat of Mr. Keightiey’s Iabors, the fuil
amount of whieh is recorded in the pacges of
the British Museum catalogue. Besifles his
ciassicai works, Mr. Keightley was known as the
translator of at least one work from the Dutch,
and as the editor of Miulton’s Poemns auvd of the
Plays of Shakespeare, his editiva of the latter
having appeared about eight yeavrs ago. Mr.
Krightley was for the last few vears of his
lopy life 10 recelpt of a literary pensiou, which
it 18 hoped way be continuen to his si1ster—a
septuagenarian lady, 1f not oider stili—who
used 1o help ler brother in the praducuon of
kig learned and painstaking works.
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