The Opening of Beowulf

Lo! We Spear-Danes

Hwaet! We Gar-Dena

of-kings of the people
péod-cyninga,
how those princes

hii 63 apelingas
Often Scyld Scefing
Oft Scyld Scefing
many peoples
monegum magpum,
terrified warriors,
egsode eorlas,
destitute discovered;
feasceaft funden;
grew under the clouds,

weéox under wolcnum,

until to him each

o0paet him aghwylc
over the whale’s-riding
ofer hron-rade
pay tribute.
gomban gyldan.
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in days-of-yore
in geardagum,
glory have heard-of

prym gefrunon,

deeds-of-courage accomplished.
ellen fremedon.
of-foes hosts
s¢eapena preatum,
of-mead-benches deprived
meodo-setla oftéah,
after he first was

syd0an &rest weard

he awaited comfort for this,
hé paes frofre gebad,
in-glory prospered
weordmyndum pah,
of those neighbors

para ymbsittendra
obey had-to

hyran scolde,

That was a good king.

Paet waes god cyning.
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