Consonants
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These may be pronounced as in ModE.

c, ¢

1. ‘Hard’ (velar) as ¢ in ModE ‘come’: before and, when final, after a,
o, uory, and finally after short e and e, and before consonants: boc
‘book’, beec ‘back’, cuman ‘come’, cniht ‘boy’.

2. ‘Soft’ (palatalised) as ch in ModE ‘church’: before or between e or i
(short and long) and finally after i (short and long), € and &: ic ‘",
cirice ‘church’, ¢ild ‘child’, t@can ‘teach’.

3. There are exceptions; a good guide may be the pronunciation of the
ModE equivalent; thus OE céne has the ‘hard’ ¢, as in ‘keen’, hwil¢
has ‘ch’, as in ‘which’. But see note below.

cg

As ModE dg, so that OE ecg sounds very like ModE ‘edge’.

1. ModE ‘voiceless’ f; as in ‘father’: when initial or final: feeder
‘father’, hlaf ‘loaf’, wif ‘woman’, ‘wife’.

2. ModE ‘voiced’ v, as in ‘weave’: when between vowels or other
‘voiced’ sounds: hldfas ‘loaves’, heefde ‘had’.

g8

1. ‘Hard’ (velar) as in ModE ‘god’: before a, o and u, and initially
before consonants: god ‘a god’, lagu ‘law’, gnornian ‘mourn’.

2. ‘Soft’ (palatalised) as y in ModE ‘yet’: initially before or after e or i
(short or long), and finally after e, i and @: gear ‘year’, gif ‘if’, pegn
‘thegn’, deeg ‘day’, hig (late form of hi) ‘they’.

3. Something like the ¢ of ModE ‘loch’ pronounced abruptly without
‘voicing’ (g in dialectal sagen is a guide for German-speakers): after
or between a, o and u: magan ‘can’, boga ‘bow’, burg ‘stronghold’. A
sort of ‘swallowed’ hard g will do here; the sound often modified into
w in later English.

1. As in ModE ‘he’: initially: hiis ‘house’, hwder ‘where’.

2. A sound like ch in German ich or nicht: after e or i: fehp ‘seizes’,
riht ‘right’.

3. Elsewhere h sounds something like ¢/ in ModE ‘loch’ or German
nach: heah ‘high’, pithte ‘thought’.

1. Probably trilled when initial.
2. Probably sounded with the tip of the tongue curled back, as often in
American English, when final, or following a consonant.

1. z as in ModE ‘zoo’: between vowels or next to voiced consonants:
risan ‘rise’, wisdom ‘wisdom’.
2. s as in ModE in ‘sit’: elsewhere: sittan ‘sit’, eorlas ‘earls’.

SC

As ModE sh in ‘ship’: scip ‘ship’, scir ‘shower’, disc ‘dish’. There are
a few exceptions, such as @scian ‘ask’ and Scottas ‘Scots’, in which sc
is pronounced sk.

9,p

1. “Voiced’ as in ModE ‘this’ or ‘father’: at the start of a word or
medially: pis ‘this’, hweper ‘whether’.
2. “Voiceless’ as in ModE ‘path’: at the end of a word: peep ‘path’.
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Vowels

a As a in ModE ‘man’: mann ‘person’

a As a in BritE ‘father’ or ‘ah!’: fah ‘hostile’, ban ‘bone’

® As a in BritE ‘that’ or ‘mat’, a brisk ‘fronted’ sound: peet ‘that’, feet “vessel’

& A longer verson of @: the vowel in ModE ‘mad’ is usually pronounced long, far

longer than in ‘mat’: per ‘there’. Many readers of OE use a lengthened e, so that
beer sounds rather like ModE ‘there’.

e As in ModE ‘met’: bet ‘better’, wendep ‘turns’; it should be sounded finally also:
reste ‘at rest’

e As a in southern BritE ‘hate’ (but a single unbroken sound): mé ‘to me’, wéste
‘deserted’

i As in ModE ‘bit’: sippan ‘then’
As in ModE ‘beet’: sip ‘journey’
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[§ As in BritE ‘not’: God ‘God’

0 As in ModE ‘note’: god ‘good’, moder ‘mother’

u As in ModE ‘put’ (not ‘putt’): up ‘up’, sunu ‘son’

a As oo in southern BritE ‘boot’ (with lips rounded: a single unbroken sound): pii
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you

y As u in French fu or ii in German miide; made by trying to pronounce i with the
lips pursed: byrgen ‘burying place’

v A long version of y, made by trying to pronounce ModE ee with the lips pursed: sy

‘be’, fyr ‘fire’

Diphthongs

ea ®+a

€a E—H

€0 e+o

€o €+o

ie i+e

1e it+e

o | i +o

T i+o

The emphasis in diphthongs is usually given to the first vowel, and this should be
pronounced long, if it is so marked. They should thus not be pronounced as ao in
ModE chaos, where there are two separate sounds. In the case of ea/éa, it should be



