Capitulum XIII - Annus et Menses

Ablative of Time When
The Ablative is used without a preposition to indicate the time when something
occurs. Many examples are used in this chapter:

Nam tempore antiquo Martius mensis primus erat. In ancient times, March was the first month.
Die septimo vel octavo post linam novam . . . On the 7th or 8th day after the new moon . . .
Aestate dies longT sunt. In the summer the days are long.

Autumno folia de arboribus cadunt. In the autumn leaves fall from trees.

Eo tempore multt Romant urbem relinquunt. At that time many Romans leave the city.

Superlative Degree of Adjectives

Adjectives have three degrees of comparison: positive (high), comparative (higher),
superlative (highest). English uses the suffix -est (highest) or the modifier most (most
beautiful) to express the superlative degree. Latin uses the endings -issimus, -issima,
-issimum, which decline on the 1st and 2nd Declension pattern:

Singular Plural
Masc Fem Neuter Masc Fem Neuter
Nom. altissimus altissima  altissimum altissimt altissimae altissima
Gen. altissimi  altissimae altissimT altissimorum altissimarum altissimorum
Dat.  altissimo  altissimae altissimo altissimis altissimis altissimis
Acc. altissimum altissimam altissimum altissimaos altissimas altissima
Abl.  altissimo  altissimd  altissimo altissimis altissimis altissimis

These 1st and 2nd Declension endings are used with all adjectives in the superlative
degree, including those of the Third Declension:

Singular Plural
Masc Fem Neuter Masc Fem Neuter

Nom. brevissimus brevissima brevissimum brevissimi brevissimae brevissima
Gen. brevissimi  brevissima brevissimi brevissimorum brevissimarum brevissimorum
Dat. brevissimo  brevissimae brevissim0  brevissimis brevissimis brevissimis

Acc. brevissimum brevissimam brevissimum brevissimaos brevissimas brevissima
Abl. brevissimd  brevissimad brevissimo  brevissimis brevissimis brevissimis



5th Declension Nouns
This chapter introduces Fifth Declension nouns. All nouns of the Fifth Declension
are feminine, except dies and meridies which are masculine. The forms are:

Singular Plural
Nom. -es -es
Gen. -61 -erum
Dat. -e1 -ebus
Acc. -em -eés
Abl. -8 -ebus

Here is the declension of diés, -¢7, day:

Singular Plural
Nom. dies dies
Gen. diet dierum
Dat. diet diebus
Acc. diem dies
Abl. die diebus

Only dies and rés are fully declined. Other Fifth Declension nouns lack plural forms
other than an occasional nominative and accusative plural.

Third Declension Nouns
Here are the Third Declension Nouns presented in Chapter 13:

meénsis, is m month tempus, -oris n time
nox, noctis f night lax, lucis flight
aestas, -atis f summer hiems, hiemis f winter
Ver, Veris n spring imber, -bris m rain

nix, nivis f snow urbs, -bis f city



