Capitulum XII - Miles Romanus

Dative of Possession
The Dative is used with esse and similar words to denote Possession.

Marco iina soror est. Marcus has a sister.
Ialiae duo fratres sunt. Julia has two brothers.
Matri Aemilia nomen est. Aemilia is the mother’s name.

Third Declension Adjectives

We have seen adjectives that have 1st and 2nd declensions endings (e.g., magnus, -a,
-um). This chapters introduces adjectives with third declension endings. It is important
to note that all Third Declension Adjectives are i-stems (they show -7 in the ablative
singular and -ium in the genitive plural, and, for neuters, -iz in the nominative and
accusative plural).

Singular Plural
Masc/Fem Neuter Masc/Fem Neuter
Nom. tristis triste tristes tristia
Gen. tristis tristis tristium tristium
Dat. tristi tristi tristibus tristibus
Acc. tristem triste tristes tristia
Abl. tristi tristi tristibus tristibus

Here are the adjectives of the Third Declension introduced in this chapter:

tristis, -e, sad brevis, -e, short, brief
gravis, -, heavy, serious levis, -e, light
fortis, -e, strong, brave

Comparative Adjectives

Adjectives has three degrees of comparison: positive, comparative, and superlative.
The comparative degree of adjectives (the -er form in English), has the following forms
for all Latin adjectives:

Singular Plural
Masc/Fem Neuter Masc/Fem Neuter
Nom. -ior -ius -i0res -i0ra
Gen. -10ris -10ris -iorum -iorum
Dat. -iori -iori -ioribus -ioribus
Acc. -i0rem -ius -i0res -i0ra

Abl. -iore -iore -ioribus -ioribus



All adjectives in Latin show these third declension endings in the comparative degree. It
is also important to note that the comparative degree is not an i-stem pattern.

Here is a Third Declension Adjective (gravis, -¢) declined in the comparative degree:

Singular Plural
Masc/Fem Neuter Masc/Fem Neuter
Nom. gravior gravius graviores graviora
Gen. gravioris gravioris graviorum  graviorum
Dat. {raviort {raviort gravioribus  gravioribus
Acc. graviorem  gravius graviores graviora
Abl graviore graviore gravioribus  gravioribus

Here is a First and Second Declension adjective (longus, -a, -um) declined in the
comparative degree:

Singular Plural
Masc/Fem Neuter Masc/Fem Neuter
Nom. longior longius longiores longiora
Gen. longioris longioris longiorum  longiorum
Dat. longiort longiort longioribus  longioribus
Acc. longiorem longius longiores longiora
Abl. longiore longiore longioribus  longioribus

4th Declension Nouns

This chapter introduces Fourth Declension nouns. This declension contains
masculine, feminine, and neuter nouns, but the vast majority are masculine. The forms
are:

Singular Plural
Nom. -us -as
Gen. -us -uum
Dat. -ufl -ibus
Acc. -um -as
Abl. - -ibus

Here is the declension of metus, -iis, fear:

Singular Plural
Nom. metus metiis
Gen. metiis metuum
Dat. metui metibus
Acc. metum metiis

Abl. metii metibus



Third Declension Nouns
Here are the Third Declension Nouns presented in Chapter 12:

frater, -tris m brother pedes, -itis m foot-soldier
soror, -Oris f sister eques, -itis m cavalry soldier
ndomen, -inis 7 name; clan name pars, partis f part
praenomen, -inis # first name finis, finis f end, limit
cognomen, -inis n family name hostis, hostis m enemy
miles, -itis m soldier dux, ducis m leader

Mille and Milia

Latin distinguishes between the adjective “one thousand” (mille) and the noun
“thousands” (milia) in a way English does not. The adjective mille will simply modify a
noun, as in English:

mille passtis = a thousand paces

But the noun milia will govern a genitive:

sex milia militum = six thousands of soldiers

Vocabulary

quam, than (used to express comparison)
arma, -6rum npl arms, weapons

castra, -orum npl camp

arcus, -is m bow

exercitus, -lis m army

passus, -iis m step, pace

equitatus, -tis m cavalry

impetus, -tis m attack

metus, -is m fear



