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VERB TERMINOLOGY

PERSON AND NUMBER

Insulam amo.

4
<1< love the island.
(1st person singular)

Subject

/ N\

You and I rest on the shore.

“you and I” = we
{ \

1st person plural

PERSON & NUMBER

Indicate what kind of subject
is performing the verb.

You can tell
what kind of subject
is performing a Latin
verb by examining
the verb ending.

—

SUBJECT | PERSON | NUMBER

of verb of verb of verb

I Ist Singular

You 2nd Singular

He/She/Tt 3rd Singular
We Lst Plural
You (pl.) 2nd Plural
They 3rd Plural

Insulam amas.

\

“You® love the island.
(2nd person singular)

Subject

l

The raft rests on the shore.

A “pheraft® =t

\

3rd person singular

Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Person and Number
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VERB TERMINOLOGY

TENSE
TENSE
Indicates when
the verb takes place.
PAST PRESENT FUTURE
(verb already happened) (verb is happening now) (verb will happen in the future)
Pluperfect +— Imperfect — Present Future Perfect Future
I had eaten I was eating I eat I will have eaten I will eat
(ongoing)
Perfect
I ate
(event)

o

Latin has
SIX tenses
You can determine the
tense of a Latin verb
by examining the
verb ending,.
laboras laborabis laborabas
you work you will work you were working
\2 \J
(present) (future) (imperfect)

150 Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Tense



VERB TERMINOLOGY

VOICE

YOICE

Indicates whether the subject
is acting or being acted upon.

AGTIVE PASSIVE
\ \J

Subject acts. Subject is acted upon.

Piscis capitur.
The fish “is seized?.

Piscis hamum capit.
The fish “seizes® the hook.

Subject is acting. Subject is being acted upon.

You can tell whether
a verb is active or passive
amat by examining the amatur

i} / verb ending. \ 1
passive

. BeRE For every tense, Latin has ) il .
he/she/it loves a set of active endings and he/she/it is loved

a set of passive endings.7

amabit amabitur
1 {
active ‘ passive
“he/she/it will love” “he/she/it will be loved”

Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Voice 151



VERB TERMINOLOGY

MOOD
MOOD
Verbs can refer to factual action with a specific subject (indicative mood),
generalized action without a specific subject (infinitive mood),
commanded action (imperative mood), and more.
The mood of a verb indicates which of these functions is intended.
INDICATIVE INFINITIVE IMPERATIVE PARTICIPLE SUBJUNCTIVE
1 { l \ A
“Subject hurries” “to hurry” “hurry!” “hurrying” (See pp. 226-250, 252)
“Does subject hurry?”
Different moods use
different endings.
festinat festinare festina festinans festinet
he hurries to hurry hurry! hurrying ~ —-—---
\2 2 l \A d
(Indicative) (Infinitive) (Imperative) (Participle) (Subjunctive)

152 Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Mood



CONJUGATION

VERB TERMINOLOGY

CONJUGATION

“Conjugation” is simply a word that means “Verb Type.”

There are 4 main types of verbs in the Latin language, and there are
slight differences between the endings that each one uses.

IDENTIFYING
A VERB’S
CONJUGATION

Every conjugation has
an infinitive form that is
different from the infinitive

forms of other conjugations.

Look at a verb’s
dictionary entry to find
its infinitive form.

| 4

doces:

2nd Conjugation

Present

Present

SECOND CONJUGATION

Imperfect

E_)\

Typical Verb
Dictionary Entries

R

INFINITIVE
ENDINGS

— 1st Conjugation

interpret verb endings

correctly if you do not

know the verb’s
conjugation.

--;_‘_‘_‘

4

Future Present Imperfect

doced

doces

docet

docémus

docetis

docent

docébam
docebas
docébat
docébamus
docébatis

docébant

THIRD CONJUGATION

3rd Conjugation

)

Future

Future

docebo mitto mittébam

docébis mittis mittébas

docebit mittit mittebat

docébimus

mittimus  mittébamus

docebitis mittitis mittébatis

docébunt mittunt mittébant

=

Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Conjugation

A/

mittam

mittes

mittet

mittémus

mittétis

mittent

-ére — 2nd Conjugation
rogd, rogare, rogavi, rogatus (to ask) -ere — 3rd Conjugation
audid, audire, audivi, auditus (to hear) -ire — 4th Conjugation
. O
CONJUGATION
MATTERS!
It will be difficult to e
mittes:

153



VERB TERMINOLOGY

DICTIONARY ENTRY AND STEMS

154

Most verbs have
FOUR PRINCIPAL PARTS:

Building blocks used to construct
verb forms of various tenses,
moods, and voices.

1°" PRINCIPAL PART
1

Used to distinguish between <

3rd and 3rd IO verbs. ~— capid, capere: 3rd -10 mitto, mittere, misi, missus

Makes it easy to identify
2nd conjugation verbs. 7

2" PRINCIPAL PART

{
Used to identify the

conjugation of the verb.

Used as the basis of

present, imperfect, and future —
active and passive forms. ;

3" PRINCIPAL PART
i
Used as the basis of

perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect ———

ACTIVE forms.

7’

4™ PRINCIPAL PART
$
Used as the basis of

perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect ————»

PASSIVE forms. V-

|~ mittd, mittere: 3rd doced, docére, docui, doctus

——— doceo, docére: 2nd audiod, audire, audivi, auditus

PRINCIPAL PARTS

rogo, rogare, rogavi, rogatus

capio, capere, Cepl, captus

7

PRESENT STEM
Cut off last three letters
of 2nd principal part (-ORE).

PERFECT STEM
Cut off -1 from 3rd principal part

PARTICIPIAL STEM
Cut off -US from 4th principal part

Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology ~ Dictionary Entry and Stems



VERB TERMINOLOGY

SUMMARY

| —

PERSON
&
NUMBER

Indicates who
is doing the verb.

1st, 2nd, 3rd person
singular or plural

TENSE

Indicates when
the verb occurs.

Present, Imperfect, Future,
Perfect, Pluperfect,
Future Perfect

VOICE

Indicates whether the
subject is acting or
is being acted upon.

Active
or
Passive

MOOD

Indicates whether verb
is expression of fact,
generalized action,
command, etc.

Indicative, Imperative,
Infinitive, Participle,
Subjunctive

CONJUGATION

Verb type — different
conjugations use slightly
different endings.

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th

STEM

Basic foundation of verb:
various tenses, moods, and
voices are formed by adding
endings to stems.

Present Stem
Perfect Stem
Participial Stem

DICTIONARY
ENTRY

Reveals verb conjugation
and stems.

e.g.

-0, -are, -avl, -atus

Introduction to Verbs — Verb Terminology — Summary 155



PERSONAL ENDINGS

ACTIVE

ACTIVE
PERSONAL ENDINGS

Remember that
the subect of
an active verb

performs some

action.

You can determine the subject of the
verb by examining the verb ending.

amamus
Ist person singular «—+— _(O)/-M 1

M Ending tells you that

2nd person singular “we” is performing
(You) the verb and that
the verb is active.

4
1
wn

/4

3rd person singular < ST
(He/She/It)

-MUS —+—— [Istperson plural

(We)
NOTE- -TIS —t+——— 2nd person plural

(You [pl.])

“Tullia” = “she” NT w -
I o E —f—— 3rd person plura

Tullia and I” = “we 9 9 (They)

“You and Tullia” = “you (pl.)”

Marcus lidere amat.
Marcus *loves® to play.

Marcum spectamus.
We “watch® Marcus.

Marcus et Gaius lidere amant.
Marcus and Gaius “love” to play.

156 Introduction to Verb Forms — Personal Endings — Active



PERSONAL ENDINGS

PASSIVE

PASSIVE
PERSONAL ENDINGS

Remember that
the subect of

. You can determine the subject of the
a passive verb

verb by examining the verb ending.

receives some
action. 7
C —Eﬂ amamur
Ist person singular «——  _R 1
M Ending tells you that
2nd person singular «+—— _R IS “we” is performing
(You) the verb and that
the verb is passive.
3rd person singular «—— _TTJR i 4
(He/She/Ir)
_MUR —t+— Istperson plural
(We)
; -MINI ——— 2nd person plural
NOTE. (YOU [Pl-])
“Tullia” = “she” NTUR %o lugal
‘ o 2 —— 3rd person plura
“Tullia and I” = “we 4 © (They)
“You and Tullia” = “you (pl.)”
y

Libro délector.
“I am delighted” by the book.

Ego et Lucius libroé docémur.
Lucius and I “are taught® by the book.

Libro terrémini.
“You (pl.) are frightened® by the book.

Introduction to Verb Forms — Personal Endings — Passive 157



CONNECTOR VOWELS

15'I‘ 2\[#

conjugation conjugation

BRI)/ 3Kil -IO 4'“1
conjugation conjugation

These charts are meant to
convey dominant patterns,
but some verb endings
do deviate from them
(e.g. no “i” appears in the
3rd conjugation present
form regunt).

b

It is important to examine
all verb forms carefully,
and exceptions to these

charts are pointed out on
the relevant pages.

PRESENT
ACTIVE
INFINITIVE

are ere

ere ire

PRESENT
PASSIVE
INFINITIVE

ari cril

—1
—_—
-
Pt

158

of verbs before adding endings.

use different connector vowels,

CONNECTOR VOWELS
(Also called stem vowels)

\J

Vowels attached to the stems

Different conjugations

as shown by the charts below.

3IU)/3RIJ "IO

() = something extra
appears in 3rd -10 in
addition to what appears
in 3rd conjugation.

PRESENT PARTICIPLE
CONNECTOR
VOWELS

a e

2
4

1
3

le

(1)e

GERUND(IVE)
CONNECTOR
VOWELS
a l c
12
3

ie

(1)e

PRESENT IMPERFECT
CONNECTOR CONNECTOR
VOWELS VOWELS
a ‘ (5 a ‘ e
1|2 1
3| 4
: l ; e | ie
!
3rd - “e”
3rd -10 - “ie”

Introduction to Verb Forms — Connector Vowels

FUTURE
CONNECTOR
& ENDINGS
ebo
2
4

1am

abo
1
3

(1)am

3rd —» “am, &, er...”
3rd -IO — “iam, iés, iet. .

ACTIVE
IMPERATIVE
ENDINGS

a e
ate ete

e 1
te ite

PASSIVE
IMPERATIVE
ENDINGS

are ere
amini |émini
112
314
ere ire
1mini | Timini




VOICE

ACTIVE VS. PASSIVE

ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE
Role of the Subject: Role of the Subject:
{ !
Performs action. Receives action.
ENDINGS: ENDINGS:
-0, -8, -t, -mus, -tis, -nt -r, -118, -tur, -mur, -mini, -ntur
Vir iacit. Vir iacitur.

The man “throws”.
(Active)

The man “is thrown™.
(Passive)

ACTIVE VOICE

Present: I verb, am verbing, do verb

Imperfect: 1 was verbing, kept verbing, used to verb
Future: I will verb

Perfect: | verbed, have verbed, did verb

Pluperfect: I had verbed

Future Perfect: [ will have verbed

PASSIVE VOICE

Present: I am verbed, am being verbed

Imperfect: 1 was being verbed, kept being verbed, used to be verbed
Future: 1 will be verbed

Perfect: I was verbed, have been verbed

Pluperfect: 1 had been verbed

Future Perfect: I will have been verbed

Introduction to Verb Forms — Voice — Active vs. Passive 159



SYSTEMS OF TENSES: MEANINGS

PRESENT SYSTEM

PRESENT INDICATIVE

Action happens now,

ACTIVE in the present time. PASSIVE
rogat rogatur
4 1
“asks” SHE IS PREPARING “AM/IS/ARE asked”
“AM/IS/ARE asking” b _ “AM/IS/ARE
“DO/DOES ask” No extra “helping” verb is being asked” 7
needed in Latin!

A vobis laudamur.
“We are praised® by you (pl.).

Strénué ladimus. "
“We play” energetically.

ACTIVE IMPERFECT INDICATIVE PASSIVE
rogabat Action happened in the past rogabatur
1 and was ongoing or repeated. A

“WAS/WERE asking”
“USED TO ask”
“KEPT asking” ) 4

“WAS/WERE being asked”
“USED TO be asked”
“KEPT being asked” | 4

Celeriter currébam.

Nomen meum clamabatur.
T was running® quickly.

My name “kept being shouted .

(Ongoing) (Repeated/Ongoing)
rogah Action will happen rogabitur
\ in the future. +
“WILL ask” “WILL be asked”
superabd / vincam 2 SETS OF ENDINGS superabor / vincar
“Twill win® Ist & 2nd Conj. I 3rd & 4th Conj. “Twill be conquered*
(1st & 3rd Conjugation) ba, bis, bit. . . | am, &s, et. . . (1st & 3rd Conjugation)

160 Indicative Verb Forms and Meanings — Systems of Tenses: Meanings — Present System



SYSTEMS OF TENSES: MEANINGS

PERFECT SYSTEM

ACTIVE
rogavit
d
“askED”
“HAS/HAVE asked”
“PDID: ask™

7

Action was completed (not ongoing as in the imperfect).

PERFECT
INDICATIVE

Action happened in the past,
and is seen as completed.

Heri machinam Stéllam appellavi.
Yesterday I named® my machine Stella.

)

PASSIVE
rogatus est
\:
“WAS/WERE asked”
“HAS/HAVE been asked;’?_

ACTIVE
rogaverat
1
“HAD asked”

3 days before

PLUPERFECT INDICATIVE

Action happened in the past
before some other past scenario.

Maiachinam tribus ante diébus émeram.
*1 had bought® the machine three days earlier.

2 days before 1 day before

PASSIVE
rogatus erat

{
“HAD been asked”

Yesterday Yesterday Yesterday Yesterday Today
— : : + e
I had bought I named
the machine. the machine.
(Before Past Event A) (Past Scenario A)
FUTURE PERFECT INDICATIVE
ACTIVE PASSIVE
rogaverit Action will be completed in the future rogatus erit
! before some other future scenario. 1
*WILL HAVE “WILL HAVE
asked” Stella ante mediam noctem mé vicerit. been asked” )
Stella *will have conquered” me before midnight.
(NOW)
10:00 pm 11:00pm 12:00 am
Stella will have conquered. Midnight
(Before Future Scenario A) (Future Scenario A)
161
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PRESENT TENSE

PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

Note that the st & 3rd
conjugations do not have a
connector vowel before -6

in the Ist person singular.

Note other important
vowel behavior highlighted
in red below.

| 4

PRESENT ACTIVE
INDICATIVE

\

Present Stem
+
Connector Vowel
+
Endings

2

“verbs”
({34 . »
is verbing
“does M”

verbs,

is verbing,

does verb

PRESENT
CONNECTOR
VOWELS

Note exceptions to

Fulmina paras.

vowel pattern
in chart below.

PRESENT STEM

Use
) 2nd principal part.

Cut off -ORE. 7

- “You prepare® thunderbolts.
=
PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE
Ist 2r1d_ 3rd. 3rd ~I‘O 4th. Whgalalion
Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. Cony.
rogd doced mittd capio audio 1 verb, am verbing, do verb
rogas docés mittis capis audis You verb, are verbing, do verb
rogat docet mittit capit audit He/She/It verbs, is verbing, does verb
rogamus | docémus | mittimus capimus audimus | We verb, are verbing, do verb
rogatis docetis mittitis capitis auditis You (pl.) verb, are verbing, do verb
rogant docent mittunt capiunt audiunt | They verb, are verbing do verb

162
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PRESENT TENSE

PRESENT PASSIVE INDICATIVE

-OR
-RIS
-TUR
-MUR
-MINI
-NTUR

PRESENT PASSIVE
INDICATIVE

Note that the st & 3rd
conjugations do not have a
connector vowel before -or

in the Ist person singular.

Note other important

\

Present Stem

+

Connector Vowel

+
Endings

“is verbed”
“is being verbed”

&

=)

—

~ —2

is verbed,
is being
verbed

PRESENT
CONNECTOR
VOWELS

d &

[S0) PN
-+

1 1

Note exceptions to
vowel pattern
in chart below.

PRESENT STEM

Use
2nd principal part.

vowel behavior highlighted Cut off -ORE.
in red below. I 4 Ientaculum paratur. o
Breakfast *is being prepared”.
PRESENT PASSIVE INDICATIVE
Ist 2nd 3rd 3rd -10 4th Transla;
Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. ansiation
: . ; I am verbed

rogor doceor mittor capior audior Y belogmadied

g = p o ; _ You are verbed

rogaris doceris mitteris caperis audiris S —

P = fo i " ” He/She/It is verbed
rogatur docetur mittitur capitur auditur EfelShelTiis being el
rogamur docemur mittimur capimur audimur Wemisirong

= 8 ; We are being verbed
. L S .. . You (pl.) are verbed
rogamini docémini mittimini capimini audimini Vo (L) ave g soerbied
; ; ; They are verbed
rogantur docentur mittuntur capiuntur audiuntur They s being B

Indicative Verb Forms and Meanings — Present Tense — Present Passive Indicative
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IMPERFECT TENSE

IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

-BAM
-BAS
-BAT

-BAMUS
-BATIS
-BANT

In sella sedébat.
*She was sitting® in the chair.

IMPERFECT ACTIVE
INDICATIVE

2

Present Stem

+

Connector Vowel

+
Endings

“was verbing”
“used to verb”
“kept verbing”

Y

IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

was verbing,
used to verb,

kept verbing

IMPERFECT
CONNECTOR
VOWELS

a e

ie

PRESENT STEM

Use
2nd principal part.

Cut off -ORE. Ve

Ist an. 3rd_ 3rd _I.O 4th_ Translation
Cony. Conj. Conyj. Conj. Conj.

rogabam docebam mittébam capiebam audiébam i ::;ﬁzp;éziing

rogabas docébas mittébas capiebas audiebas \\:23 :Seel:/[l;eg_rvbe_rbing

rogabat docebat mittébat capiebat audiebat E{Zgizgi E’;glizpn‘;;fing
rogabamus | docébamus | mittébamus | capiebamus | audiébamus gz l;wseercc;/tl;e’z[:_r'vbe_rbing

rogabatis docébatis mittébatis capiebatis audiebatis ¥23 Egi; :’;rg/tl;e&'t;e_rbing

rogabant docébant mittébant capiebant audiébant ?{:g jsijiﬁe&%,&ing

164
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IMPERFECT TENSE

IMPERFECT PASSIVE INDICATIVE

o)

-BAR
-BARIS
-BATUR
-BAMUR
-BAMINI
-BANTUR

IMPERFECT PASSIVE
INDICATIVE

{

Present Stem
+

Connector Vowel

+
Endings

“was being verbed”
“used to be verbed”
“kept being verbed”

Uvae dévorabantur.
The grapes *were being devoured®.

was being,
used to be,
kept being
verbed

IMPERFECT
CONNECTOR
VOWELS

a €

1e

PRESENT STEM
Use

2nd principal part.

Cut off -ORE.

4

IMPERFECT PASSIVE INDICATIVE
Ist 2nd 3rd 3rd -10 4th Sttt
Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj.
I was/kept being verbed
rogabar docébar mittébar capiebar audigbar | :stsd tgpbe v;rged
Y /kept bei bed
rogabaris docebaris mittébaris capiebaris audiebaris YZE l;w:; mell:e wiﬁi;er €
He/She/1 /kept bei bed
rogabatur | docebatur | mittebatur | capiebatur | audiebatur HZ/Shz/I: :Sisd tzpbe ;;IE:;T d
W /kept bei bed
rogabamur | docébamur | mittébamur | capiebamur | audiebamur W: :SZr; toeé)et ,Uz:,??ge;)er ¢
P — NP —— o - . _ | You (pl.) were/kept being verbed
rogabamini | docébamini | mittébamini | capiebamini | audiebamini |y (pl.) used to be verbed
Th /kept bei bed
rogabantur | docébantur | mittébantur | capiebantur | audiébantur Th:? rsirj toelfe Ws:;%;er ‘

Indicative Verb Forms and Meanings — Imperfect Tense — Imperfect Passive Indicative
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FUTURE TENSE

FUTURE ACTIVE INDICATIVE

( 6\ FUTURE ACTIVE
INDICATIVE
IH!' & ZNI) 3](“ & 4'1!1 ‘L
-BO -AM Present Stem
N FUTURE
Bl £ “ CONNECTOR
Connector Vowel
-BIT -ET N & ENDINGS
-BIMUS | -EMUS Endings abo | ebo
. .
-BITIS -ETIS “will verb” Cg ; i
-BUNT | -ENT (1)am | 1am
\. |
PRESENT STEM
Use
2nd principal part.
. Cut off -ORE.
Cénabis bene! I
“You will dine® well!
Canis cibum quaeret.
The dog *will seek® food.
FUTURE ACTIVE INDICATIVE
Ist 2nd 3rd 3rd -1O 4th Translati
Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. shaton
rogabo docebo mittam capiam audiam I shall (will) verb
rogabis docebis mittes capiés audies You will verb
rogabit . docebit mittet capiet audiet He/She/It will verb
rogabimus docébimus mittémus capiemus audiemus | We shall (will) verd
rogabitis docebitis mittétis capiétis audietis You (pl.) will verd
rogabunt docebunt mittent capient audient They will verb
166 Indicative Verb Forms and Meanings — Future Tense — Future Active Indicative




FUTURETENSE

FUTURE PASSIVE INDICATIVE

6\
].\T & 2\'1) 3]’.!! & 4'1'11
-BOR -AR

-BERIS -ERIS
-BITUR -ETUR
-BIMUR -EMUR
-BIMINI -EMINI
-BUNTUR -ENTUR

| &

FUTURE PASSIVE
INDICATIVE

{

Present Stem
.§_
Connector Vowel
+
Endings

“will be verbed”

A multis spectabitur.

“He will be watched® by many.

Notable 3rd Conj.
Long Marks:
mitteris mittéris
A A

present future

FUTURE

CONNECTOR

abor

& ENDINGS

¢bor

1|2

3[4

(1)ar | 1ar

PRESENT STEM

2nd principal part.
kN

Use

Cut off -ORE.

4

A té non conspiciétur.
“He will not be seen® by you.

FUTURE PASSIVE INDICATIVE

Ist Zm:l_ 3rd_ 3rd —I_O 4th_ Famel it
Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj. Conj.

rogabor docébor mittar capiar audiar I shall (will) be verbed
rogaberis doceberis mittéris capiéris audieris You will be verbed
rogabitur docebitur mittétur capietur audiétur He/She/It will be verbed
rogﬁbimur docébimur mittémur capiemur audiemur | We shall (will) be verbed
rogabimini docébimini mittémini capiémini audiemini | You (pl.) will be verbed
rogabuntur docebuntur mittentur capientur audientur | They will be verbed

Indicative Verb Forms and Meanings — Future Tense — Future Passive Indicative
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