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PREFATORY COMMENT
After the world-historical year of 1989, a year to compare with 1789, 1848, and 1917, Marxism once again is being pronounced dead.  Another possibility is that in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and one day China, Marxism is simply being freed of the albatross of Stalinism.  The proof that Marxism is living would require someone of the stature of Marx himself to come forward and produce by Marx’s method an analysis of our own times as cogent as Capital was in Marx’s time.  This proof cannot be expected from this course.  Instead, as in the case of Western Marxism after 1917, the apparent failure of communist revolutions moves those in the Marxist tradition to take recourse from praxis to theoretical reconsideration, and thus to return to the classical texts and sources of inspiration. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course we will examine the thought of one of the most influential thinkers of the modern era, Karl Marx.  Marx’s ideas have not only profoundly influenced social theory (indeed more than one analyst suggests that all modern social theory consists of “a dialogue with Marx’s ghost”), but have served as the basis for social movements worldwide.  It is our intention in this course to, first of all, understand Marx’s thought in its appropriate biographical, historical, and philosophical context.  Most fundamentally, this requires an examination of Hegel’s system of thought.  Secondly, we also want to examine how Marx’s ideas have been and are being applied to the analysis of contemporary society.  

This course is necessarily multi-disciplinary:  it draws upon the fields of history, sociology, economics, literature, and political philosophy.  The underlying analysis that ties the course together, however, is that generated by the sociology of knowledge.  This approach argues that knowledge of the social world is rooted in and decisively shaped by existing socio-historical conditions.  Each social theory or theoretical orientation, then, can only be understood in the context of the theorist's intellectual and social milieu, as well as the previous history of social thought.  The sociology of knowledge is thus more than the history of social ideas or intellectual biography; it is the history of the connection between material social conditions and intellectual conceptualizations of those conditions. 

COURSE FORMAT AND MATERIALS 
This is an advanced undergraduate course.  The class will be seated around tables, and the format will be that of a highly guided and focused discussion class.  Responsibility for initiating and guiding discussion of, respectively, the philosophical and social scientific dimensions of Marx’s work will be divided between the two instructors.  However, the instructors and the students will be free at any time to challenge the arguments, interpretations, and evidence brought forward by one another.  The instructors want to emphasize that comments, questions, and requests for clarification are appropriate and encouraged at all times.

You are requested to read all of the assigned material before the topic is covered in class and to come to class prepared to discuss it.  Class time will be used to extend and supplement material in the readings and to clarify and discuss it in greater depth.  All of these tasks require you to have read the material prior to discussing it.  To a large extent, it is up to you, as part of your active learning process, to make the connections between the readings and lecture material or to ask questions if you find these connections difficult, confusing, or absent.  Assigned readings will be drawn from the following sources:


G.W.F. Hegel, Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, translated with notes by T.M. Knox.   Oxford 

                       University Press, 1967.


David McLellan, Karl Marx:  Selected Writings.  Oxford University Press, 1977.


Roger Gottlieb, An Anthology of Western Marxism, Oxford University Press, 1989.

In addition, certain other required and recommended readings will be placed on reserve at the Library.  The following reading is required:


Irving M. Zeitlin, The Enlightenment:  Philosophical Foundations
GRADING:  THE TERM PAPER
Overview.  As the primary requirement in this course, students will be expected to write a term paper, upon which the final grade will be based.  However, no text is ever read without a context.  In this case, the term paper will be read in the context of what the student may be legitimately assumed by the instructor to have read.  It will also be read in the context of any student research and reflection in specific response to class or office discussion.  It is imperative that notes be taken on all readings, and that a journal of reflections be kept from the beginning of the course.  Each student will meet with at least one instructor in the fifth week to see how work on the notes and journal is proceeding.  Only this prior work will make it possible for you to write the term paper in the final three or four weeks of the course.  Students are invited to submit preliminary work for comments and evaluation to one of the instructors at any time before the last week of the semester.

Specifics.  The papers will be expected to be approximately 18 - 20 typewritten pages in length, including notes and references.  In-text citations and the list of references should follow the format of The Chicago Manual of Style, American Sociological Review, Clio, etc. (further information/models will be provided in class).  The term papers are due on the day scheduled for the final exam, Tuesday, May 1.

Suggested Themes.

Marx’s Hegelian Heritage:  Incidental or Essential?


(suggested for philosophy students)


What is Living and Dead in the Thought of Marx?  



(suggested for sociology students)


Other themes are acceptable, but they must be approved in advance by one of the instructors.

Criteria for Grading the Paper.  

I
Insight

P
Pertinence to course and approved theme

C
Composition, especially as necessary to clarity

A
Accuracy in matters of fact

R
Reading of assignments as reflected in paper

D
Development of a unifying thesis

A separate grade will be given for each of these factors.  Of the six criteria, insight is the most important.  The grade for insight will receive five times the weight of any of the other five grades in determining the overall grade for the paper.  It is, however, not the only important criterion.  No one can merit an A for the course merely on insight.  Nor can anyone merit an A without an A for insight, even if the grades for all of the other criteria are all A.  Insight is sometimes shown when the student shows the instructor something striking which he or she has not noted before, or at least which he or she has not seen in print before.  But it may also be shown by the student’s scholarly recovery of classical understandings.

TOPIC OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Week
 Date
Reading Assignment and Class Topic
1
Jan 9

Introduction, Overview and Organization of the Course



Reading:
Gottlieb, “Introduction,”  pp. 3-23





Zeitlin, “The Enlightenment:  Philosophical Foundations”  




(Library Reserve)


Jan 11

The Enlightenment:  Socioeconomic & Intellectual Background

2

Reading:
Hegel, Philosophy of Right, pp. 2-13, 37-54


Jan 16

The French Revolution and Its Aftermath/ Hegel’s Prussia


Jan 18

Hegel on Property and Contract

3

Reading:
Hegel, Philosophy of Right, pp. 123-155


Jan 23, 25

Hegel on Civil Society

4

Reading:
Hegel, Philosophy of Right, pp. 155-223


Jan 30

Hegel on the State


Feb 1

Marx:  Biography, Intellectual Influences, Socioeconomic Conditions

5

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 5-9, 11-16, 26-35, 39-62, 63-73


Feb  6, 8

Marx’s Critique of Hegel

6

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 75-111, 156-158


Feb 13, 15

Alienation in Capitalist Society

7

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 131-155, 159-191


Feb 20, 22

Settling Accounts with the Young Hegelians

8

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 388-392, 345-387


Feb 27, March 1
The Critique of Political Economy


March 8 and March 10 -- NO CLASS -- SPRING BREAK
9

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 393-414, 248-268


March 13, 15 

Theories of Surplus Value

10

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 415-455


March 20, 22

Capital, part 1

11

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 455-492


March 27, 29

Capital, part 2

12

Reading:
Marx, Selected Writings, pp. 492-528, 559-570


April 3, 5

Reflections on Capital/ Revolutionary Politics

13

Reading:
Gottlieb, pp. 54-111


April 10, 12

Lukacs and the Critique of Reified Marxism

14

Reading:
Gottlieb, pp. 145-193


April 17, 19

Marx and Freud:  Reich and the Frankfurt School

15

Reading:
Gottlieb, pp. 218-275


April 24, 26

The New Left and Critical Theory





Assessment and Summary/Course Evaluations


Tuesday May 1 - Term Papers Due
