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Synopsis: 
 
I have combined my expertise in reptile ecology with an interest in the environment to develop a 
research program that focuses on the conservation of endangered reptiles. I am one of the leaders 
in this field in the Midwest, and my research group is involved in numerous empirical and applied 
studies throughout the region on snakes, turtles, and wetlands. I direct the Environmental 
Resources Center (ERC), where, in addition to our research, we develop and provide a variety of 
conservation materials in hard copy and for the Internet, and also assist with various computer and 
GIS‐related projects. I am currently Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, and recently 
served two terms as Chair of Biology, from 2003 through 2010. 
 
Professional and Educational History: 
 
2014 Interim Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences 
2012 Director, IPFW Environmental Resources Center 
2003 Professor and Chair, Department of Biology, IPFW, through 2010 
2000 Director, Center for Reptile and Amphibian Conservation and Management, IPFW 
1998 Associate Professor, Department of Biology, IPFW 
1992 Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, IPFW 
1992 Visiting Assistant Professor, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA. Environmental Biology 
1991 Betz Postdoctoral Fellow: with Dr. James R. Spotila, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA 
1991 Ph.D., Biology: with Dr. Vaughan H. Shoemaker, University of California, Riverside, CA 
1990 Lecturer, University of California, Riverside, CA. Comparative Morphology 
1987 M.S., Biology: with C. O'Neil Krekorian, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 
1981 B.A., Biology: Pomona College, Claremont, CA 
 
Awards: 
 
In 2009, I was selected to be a Pippert Research Scholar and College of Arts and Sciences 
Distinguished Lecturer. I have acquired substantial funding to support my research and 
conservation efforts. At IPFW I have obtained around 70 grants totaling more than two million 
dollars to IPFW in external support for my activities in research and conservation.  
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