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NOUN TERMINOLOGY

CASE
ENGLISH LATIN

Word_ order _tells you Word endings tell you

what is going on in a sentence. what is going on in a sentence.

{ {
Flavia eats a bean. < » Flavia fabam devorat.
A bean eats Flavia.  +— —» Flaviam faba devorat.
Subject: comes before verb Subject: ends in -a
Direct Object: comes after verb Direct Object: ends in -am
(Subject — Verb — Direct Object) (Flexible word order)
CASE
Different word forms
NOMINATIVE: SUBJECT « (Flavia vs. Flaviam)

are called “cases.”

The case of a word
reveals its grammatical
role in the sentence. 7

*Andrew? likes ketchup.

GENITIVE: POSSESSION

*Courtney’s® hair is brown.

Fabam cupio.
I want *a bean®.

DATIVE: INDIRECT OBJECT
You gave a CD “to Ashley®.

ACCUSATIVE: DIRECT OBJECT

You saw “Matthew? in the halls.

ABLATIVE: ---[Many different uses]---
André surprises Sue *with flowers?. (D) @

Barney and Anne live “in New York®.
Julian walks back *from the bus stop®.

Introduction to Nouns — Noun Terminology — Case



( NOUN TERMINOLOGY

NUMBER
NUMBER
RAL
SINGULAR PLU
un More than one noun
One fo \
(the feather) (the feathers)
U plumae
plima -

nominative plural

nominative singular ‘ /

The ending of a noun
reveals its case and number.

Every noun has a set of
singular case forms and a set

of plural case forms. J

Introduction to Noung — Noun Terminology — Number




NOUN TERMINOLOGY

GENDER
GENDER
(14 N2 N
Masculine Feminine Neuter

@

(0

RELATED
MEANING & GENDER

puella - girl > feminine

puer - boy — masculine

_/

puerum (boy)
\

masculine

accusative singular

The gender of a noun
is sometimes but
not always related
to the meaning
of the noun.

e

IDENTIFYING A
NOUN’S GENDER

Some genders are obvious
(puer - boy — masculine),
but in many cases, you must
look in the dictionary to find

@

UNRELATED
MEANING & GENDER

vicus - village — masculine
urbs - city — feminine
oppidum - town — neuter

the gender of a noun. V'

stella, stellae, f. (star)

astrum, astri, n. (star)

GENDER MATTERS!

Different genders use

\_/

Typical noun
dictionary entries

verbum (word)

slightly different endings, — neuter
so you may misunderstand \
a noun’s form if you do nominative or accusative
singular

not know its gender.47

Introduction to Nouns — Noun Terminology — Gender



NOUN TERMINOLOGY

DECLENSION

DECLENSION

«Declension” is simply a word that means
“Noun Type.”

There are 5 different types of nouns in the Latin language,
each of which has its own set of case endings.

IDENTIFYING C —9
A NOUN’S l GENITIVE
DECLENSION SINGULAR ENDINGS
Every dec.lension has a stella, stellae, f. (star) -ae — 1st Declension
genitive singular form — )
that is different from the astrum, astri, n. ( star) -1 — 2nd Declension
genitive singular forms ’ ds - Frd Dedlesision
of other declensions. ) .
Look at a noun’s dictionary -iis — 4th Declension
entry to find its genitive _ei — 5th Declension
singular form. DECLENSION ks
MATTERS!
It will be difficult to

interpret noun endings
correctly if you do not

know the noun’s
declension. j

SECOND DECLENSION THIRD DECLENSION
SING. PL. SING. Pl
Nom. puer puerl Nom.  pater patrés um:
puerum: Gen. puerl puerorum Gen.  patris  patrum - d .
Second Thir
Declension Dat. puerd pueris Dat. patri  patribus Declension
! Acc.  puerum pueros Acc.  patrem  patrés
accusative puerd puerTs Abl. patre  patribus genitiVC
singular ‘A\—A/ plural

Introduction to Nouns — Noun Terminology — Declension
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NOUN TERMINOLOGY

DICTIONARY ENTRY AND STEM

DICTIONARY ENTRY

puella, puellae, f. (girl)

J 2 \ y

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE Gender  Meaning
Singular Singular

N

Use genitive
to identify

Use genitive
to identify

PLURAL-ONLY
NOUNS

Some nouns only use
plural forms, so their
dictionary entries give:

-nom. pl., gen. pl., gender,

meaning
déliciae, déliciarum, f. (sweetheart)
castra, castrorum, n. (battle camp)

the declension the stem
of the noun. of the noun.
C o)

GENITIVE
SINGULAR ENDINGS

-ae — 1st Declension
-1 — 2nd Declension
-is — 3rd Declension
-is — 4th Declension

-e1 — 5th Declension

DICTIONARY ENTRY STEM
agricola, agricolae, m. (farmer) — agricol-
ager, agri, m. (field) — agr-
libertas, libertatis, f. (freedom) — libertat-
manus, mands, f. (hand) — man-
diés, diel, m. (day) — di-

STEM

Basic foundation of a noun -
case endings are added to it.

1

Remove genitive singular ending
to identify the stem of a noun.

puella, puellae, f.
\)
PUELLAE

$
STEM: puell-

Introduction to Nouns — Noun Terminology —Dictionary Entry and Stem




NOUN TERMINOLOGY

SUMMARY

Reveals grammatical

Nominative, Genitive,
Dative, Accusative,

CASE function of noun. Ablative
Indicates whether there is Srmollay, lural
NUMBER one or more than one. tnguian, HHE .
Pl le in determining Masculine
ays a role in deter Formini
GENDER what case endings are used. ;T:ltr:e
Type of noun:
DECLENSION different declensions use 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th
different case endings.
STEM Basic foundation of noun: Cut off ending of
case endings are added to it. genitive singular form
DICTIONARY Reveals declension, stem, . v
gender, and meaning Nominatve, Geqmve
ENTRY oF o 2 Gender, Meaning

Introduction to Nouns - Noun Terminology — Summary




FIRST DECLENSION

FEMININE (AND SOME MASCULINE) NOUNS

“*LONG MARK
{

Nominative Sing.: -A
Ablative Sing.: -A

FIRST DECLENSION

Typical:
aqua, aquae, f. (water)

Genitive Singular: -AE

STEM
{

Cut off -AE from
Genitive Singular.

aqua, aquae, f. (water)

1°" DECLENSION
ENDINGS
Singular Plural
Nominative -a -ae
Genitive -ae -arum
Dative -ae -18
Accusative -am -as
Ablative -a* -1s
1" DECLENSION
aqua, aquae, f. (water)
Singular Plural
Nominative aqua aquae
Genitive aquae aquarum
Dative aquae aquis
Accusative aquam aquas
Ablative aqua aquis

o)

poéta — poet
_ B

Most first declension
nouns are feminine,
but several are
masculine:

agricola — farmer
nauta — sailor

Nouns Forms - First Declension — Feminine (and Some Masculine) Nouns



SECOND DECLENSION

MASCULINE NOUNS IN -US

ECOND DECLENSION

S
MASCULINE (-US)

Nouns in -US Typical: STEM
\ animus, animi, m. (mind, heart, soul) .
Masculine niintius, niintii, m. (messenger)
(Plants, trees, cities Cut off -1 from
are feminine.) Genitive Singular: -I Genitive Singular,

"> DECLENSION MASCULINE )
ENDINGS (-US)
Singular Plural
Nominative -us -1
. - _ Nouns in -
Genitive -1 -orum h:::;ti,l,gts
. B _ the end of their
Dative -0 -1S8 stems. Do not
cut this off.
Accusative -um -0S
niintius, nintii, m. Ablative -0 -18
(messenger)
ND
2 i)}.iCLEN'SI_ON MASCULINE (-US) 2"° DECLENSION MASCULINE ('IUS)
nimus, animi, m. (mind, heart, soul) niintius. nintil, m (messengel‘)T
> ) . /
: —
Singular Plural Singular Plura
Nominativ i - |
inatioe i amimi Nominative nintius ninti
Genitive ifiii . R
mi animérum Comiting ot niintioru®
Dati L= - ]
atie animo animis s . m-m[iis
Accusative ] e HLHO”’“
animum imo =010
™ AnHNes Accusative niintium /w
ative animo animis Gntifs
Ablative niintio Lynt“

+
See p. 11 fori i
. important inf i .
p ormation about an alternative genitive singular form for -ius pouns:

Nouns FO - SeC()]ld - n-u#s
rms 1
DeClenSlon Masculine NounS i

. .



SECOND DECLENSION

MASCULINE NOUNS IN -R

SECOND DECLENSION

MASCULINE (-R)
Tvpical STEM
Nouns in -R yp_l . l
l puer, pueri, m. (boy) i
Masculine ager, agri, m. (field) Cut off -1 from
Ve vir, viri, m. (man) Genitive Singular.

Genitive Singular: -I

2"" DECLENSION MASCULINE
ENDINGS (-R)
Singular Plural
L - NOTE:
Nominative -r .|
Some nouns drop an
_ _ “e” from their stems.
Genitive -1 -orum .. .
The dictionary entries

) _ _ below indicate that

Dative =0 18 puer keeps the “e”

in its stem but that

Accusative -um -0s ager drops it. V
puer, pueri, m. (boy) Ablative —0 18
2"° DECLENSION MASCULINE 2" DECLENSION MASCULINE
puer, puerl, m. (boy) ager, agri, m. (field)
Singular Plural Singular Plural
Nominative puer puerl Nominative ager agri
Genitive puerl puerdrum Genitive agri agrorum

Dative puerd pueris Dative agrd agris
Accusative puerum puerds Accusative agrum agros
Ablative puerd puerds Ablative agrd agris

Nouns Forms — Second Declension — Masculine Nouns in -r . 9



SECOND DECLENSION

NEUTER NOUNS IN -UM

SECOND DECLENSION
NEUTER (-UM)

STEM

Nounsin -UM Typical: i
N " signum, signi, n. (sign) C P
euter auxilium, auxilit, n. (help) Gesittiovf: SI' fro?n
Ingular,

Genitive Singular: -I

2" DECLENSION NEUTER
ENDINGS (-UM)
Singular Plural
Nominative -um -a “Nominusative” is 5
made-up word to help
. _ _ you remember that
Genitive -1 -orum neuter nominative and
accusastive look the
Dative -0 -1s same. (Itisnota
separate case.) 4
Accusative -um -2
For all neuter
Ablative -0 -18 nouns, the
: P “nominusative”
gaudium, gaudii, n. italis=h.
(joy)
e
2" DECLENSION NEUTER 2¥° DECLENSION NEUTER
signum, signi, n. (sign) gaudium, gaudii, n. (joy)
Singular Plural Singular Plural
2ingu-ar smgular | 2
Nominative signum signa Nominative gaudium gaudia
Genitive signl signérum Genitive gaudi gaudiorum
Dative signod signis Dative gaudid gaudﬁs
Accusative signum signa Accusative gaudium gaudia
Ablative signé signis Ablative gaudid gaudits
_ius nouns:

t - : . _
See p. 11 for important information about an alternative genitive singular form for

10

Nouns Forms — Second Declension — Neuter Nouns in -#m
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SECOND DECLENSION

SUMMARY

2> DECLENSION MASCULINE 2" DECLENSION NEUTER
Singular Plural Singular Plural
Nominative -us, -r -1 <« MASCULINE \»| Nominative -um -a
.. VS. .. _ -
Genitive 1 -orum NEUTER Genitive -1 -orum
Dative -0 -1s Differences appear Dative -0 -1s
Accusative -um -0s — the Deminative and —>| Accusative -um -a
the accusative. 7
Ablative -5 -1s Ablative -0 s

Virum vocamus.
We call *the man®.

This masculine form can
only be accusative.

4
Direct Object

You must know
the gender of a
noun in order to
identify its ending
correctly.

% Subject

Aurum fulget.
*The gold® shines.

This neuter form can be
nominative or accusative

| |
& Subject * Direct Object

Aurum invenio.
I find *the gold®.

|: This neuter form can be

nominative or accusative

' |

© Direct Object

NOTE ON THE
GENITIVE SINGULAR

For nouns with -ius and -ium in the
nominative singular, there are two
possible forms for the genitive singular:

niintius, niinti, m. - early form
niintius, niintil, m. - Augustan form

This book will use the Augustan -i.

Nouns Forms - Second Declension — Summary
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