
amber ¡lectric·us |a |um

black: dull black §·ter |tra |trum;
glossy black ni·ger |gra |grum;
pitch-black pice·us |a |um

beige fl§vid·us |a |um

blond fl§v·us |a |um

blue: azure blue venet·us |a |um; dark
blue c£ane·us |a |um; leaden blue
l¿vid·us |a |um; sky-blue caerule·us
|a |um (esp. of eyes)

bluish subcaerule·us |a |um

bluish gray caesi·us |a |um (often
referred by the Romans to blue eyes)

brown fulv·us |a |um (ranging from
dull yellow to reddish brown;
applied to hair, wine, sand, gold,
stars, jasper); bright brown
sp§dice·us |a |um; dark brown
fusc·us |a |um [Note: brunne·us |a
|um is of Germanic origin.]

chartreuse chl«r¿n·us |a |um

chestnut sp§d·¿x |¿cis; badi·us |a |um
(applied to horses only)

color col·or |«ris m; to color col«r§re

cream-colored eburne·us |a |um

crimson coccine·us |a |um

dark colored pull·us |a |um

dun-colored gilv·us |a |um (ranging
from almost neutral brownish gray
to dull grayish brown, applied to
horses)

flame-colored flamme·us |a |um

flesh-colored carne·us |a |um

golden aureol·us |a |um; aure·us |a |um
(applied to hair)

gray: ash-gray cinere·us |a |um; dark
gray pull·us |a |um; light gray
c§n·us |a |um (esp. hair); to be gray
c§ne« |¡re |u¿; to become gray
c§n¡sc·« |ere; to be gray-haired
c§n« capite esse

grayish c§n¡sc·¡ns |entis

green virid·is |is |e (most common
term; vir·¡ns |entis, viridul·us |a
|um, are shades of this); bright
grass green prasin·us |a |um;
emerald green smaragdin·us |a |um;
grass green herb§ce·us |a |um; olive
green olev§ce·us |a |um; (deep) sea
green venet·us |a |um; (light) sea
green glauc·us |a |um (a dull green,
passing into graying blue); very
green pervirid·is |is |e; to be green
(of green foliage) vir·e« |¡re |u¿; (of
things growing) vir·¡ns |entis,
virid·¡ns |entis; to become green
vir¡sc·« |ere

greenish subvirid·is |is |e

hazel (light to strong brown) fulv·us |a
|um; (strong brown) sp§d·¿x |¿cis

lavander lavandul§ce·us |a |um; (pale
blue, with a slight mixture of gray)
caesi·us |a |um

mauve viol§ce·us |a |um

ochre s¿l§ce·us |a |im

orange auranti·us |a |um, l»te·us |a
|um; dull orange armeniac·us |a
|um (apricot-color)

pink rose·us |a |um, p»nice·us |a |um

pinkish subrose·us |a |um

purple (dull red with a slight dash of
blue) purpure·us |a |um [purpura
was orignally the name of the shell
fish itself; later the name of the dye.
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This varied according to the shellfish
used and the processing applied. The
epithet purpureus came to cover
various red colors; now it embraces
colors between red and violet:
purple, scarlet, crimson, rosy red)

red r»f·us |a |um (all shades); ru·ber
|bra |brum (common term for any
pure red); blood red sanguine·us |a
|um; bright red rutil·us |a |um;
cardinal-red cardin§l·is |is |e; dark
red rubid·us |a |um; cherry-red
cerasin·us |a |um; deep red
coccine·us |a |um; pure lively red
phoenice·us |a |um, p»nice·us |a
|um

reddish subru·ber |bra |brum, rubell·us
|a |um; subr»f·us |a |um, r»ful·us |a
|um (of hair); rubicund·us |a |um (of
the skin: flushed)

rust-colored rubigin«s·us |a |um

sandy (hair) fulv·us |a |um

scarlet mini§t·us |a |um; dull scarlet
phoenice·us |a |um

silvery argente·us |a |um

snow-white see white

strawberry-blond fulv·us |a |um

tan fulv·us |a |um

tawny fulv·us |a |um (dull yellow, with
a mixture of gray and brown);
cerv¿n·us |a |um (is a darker shade
of it)

turquoise turic·us |a |um

vermilion coccine·us |a |um, mini§t·us
|a |um

violet viol§ce·us |a |um

white: dead white alb·us |a |um; dull
white cr¡t§ce·us |a |um; shiny white
candid·us |a |um; snow-white
nive·us |a |um (the purest white)

whitish subalb·us |a |um, albul·us |a
|um, subalbid·us |a |um

yellow fl§v·us |a |um (commonest term,
a pale yellow); deep yellow (like egg
yolk) l»te·us |a |um or vitell¿n·us |a
|um; golden yellow aure·us |a |um;
lemon yellow citre·us |a |um (purest
yellow, without any brightness); pale
yellow gilv·us or gilb·us |a |um,
l»teol·us |a |um

yellowish fl§vidus |a |um; subfl§v·us |a
|um (of hair, approaching blond)

yellowish gray r§v·us |a |um

yellowish orange gilv·us |a |um

[Note—The prefix sub- means
“somewhat”, “almost” and can often
be rendered by the English suffix
“|ish.” Thus, albus means “white”
and subalbus means “whitish.”

The vagueness of Latin color terms is
due to the origin of colors out of dyestuff
and pigments. The colors of minerals
vary, and dyes produce different effects
according to the mode of preparation and
the materials dyed. Their applications
have to be guessed from literary sources,
which for the most part are incidental and
vague. Color names used by poets tend to
be applied metaphorically or indefinitely.

To get a better idea of how the
Romans applied color terms, it is
necessary to cite the objects to which
colors were attached. For example, when
Horace describes Augustus as being
transformed into a god, he speaks of the
lips of the deified Augustus as
purpureus, indicating his health.
Purpureus, at least there, is crimson, not
purple.]

When asking what color something is,
the Romans used either the genitive or
ablative of description; e.g.

What color is the house? Qu«
col«re est domus tua? 
or Cuius col«ris est domus tua?


